
2016 (USPS 257-300)

JUNE 2016                                                    VOL. 75 NO. 6     

To
 A

ll 
M

em
be

rs
If

 t
he

 a
dd

re
ss

, n
am

e 
or

 t
it

le
 is

 n
ot

 c
or

re
ct

 o
n 

th
e 

m
ai

lin
g 

la
be

l, 
pl

ea
se

 s
en

d 
it

 t
o 

th
e 

G
ra

nd
 L

od
ge

, 
50

51
 M

is
si

on
 S

t.
, S

an
 F

ra
nc

is
co

, C
A

 9
41

12
.

B
e 

su
re

 t
o 

no
ti

fy
 y

ou
r 

lo
dg

e 
R

ec
or

di
ng

 S
ec

re
ta

ry

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE 
GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA 
WHOSE JURISDICTION COVERS 

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA  AND 
KLAMATH COUNTY IN OREGON

A Message From The State President

DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY

by Lynn Lawrence-Murphy 
State President

“Fratellanza”

IL LEONE

OSIA - Grand Lodge of California is in the 
process of defining the specifications of its future 
Membership Tracking and Accounting system.

The State President is searching for Grand Lodge 
members who have experience in design and/
or implementation of Management Information 
Systems to be considered for appointment to a 
special committee.

The purpose of the committee will be:
1. To assist in the design of specifications of 

the new system;
2. To participate in the selection of qualified 

vendors who will create the system and 
train the Grand Lodge Office staff in the 
use and maintenance of the system.

If interested in serving on this committee, please 
contact State President Lynn Lawrence-Murphy 
at clawrence2844@sbcglobal.net

The Royal Court 

Grand Lodge Queen
Mary Lucido

C. Colombo #1315

Miss America
Elizabeth Lavezzari

Anaheim #2076

Miss Italy
Christine Bianco

Enrico Caruso #1463

Miss California
Gabrielle Benedetti

Roma #1573

Miss Convention City
Baylin Herington

Saddleback Valley #2566

Queen Contest Update
I would like to congratulate all of the lodges who participated in the Queen 
Contest this year.  It is our pleasure to announce the 2016-2018 Grand Lodge 
Queen and her court:
Grand Lodge Queen: Mary Lucido, C. Colombo Lodge #1315
Miss America: Elizabeth Lavezzari, Anaheim Lodge #2076
Miss Italy: Christine Bianco, Enrico Caruso Lodge #1463
Miss California: Gabrielle Benedetti, Roma Lodge #1573
Miss Convention City: Baylin Herington, Saddleback Valley Lodge #2566
Duchess: Carliegh Barber, Natalia Cipponeri, Valerie Celentano
Countess: Monica Pignotti, Natalie Webb, Tayler Buck
We look forward to seeing you all at the Grand Lodge Convention in Sparks, 
Nevada this June. At this time we will have the opportunity to present these 
young women to the Grand Lodge. Congratulation to all of the participating 
lodges and their queens.   We are all very proud of you and know you will be 
great representative of our Sons of Italy, Grand Lodge of California.
More information will be coming soon in the mail for each queen contestant.
Thank you,
Eva Lavezzari & the Queen Contest Committee

By the time you read this 
article many of you will be 
preparing for the State Con-
vention in Sparks, NV. You 
do not have to be a delegate 
to attend. We would love to 
have you join us at this annual 
gathering. It will give you a 
change to personally meet 
and network with your broth-
ers and sisters from the other 
lodges, your State Officers and 
Committee Chairs, and find 
out what is happening within 
the Grand Lodge.

On Saturday, April 23rd Bill 
and I attended the Modesto 
Lodge’s Black Tie Event, an 
elegant event as usual, chaired 
by Terri Cipponeri and Donna 
Ferreira this year. Past State 
President Joe Simile was hon-
ored for his many years of 
dedication and devotion to 
the lodge and the Order. They 
also honored the Gallo Family. 
Monday, April 25th, we attend-
ed the Napa Lodge’s Potluck 
Dinner Meeting. They were 
busily preparing for their May 
23rd Spaghetti Dinner (in lieu 
of their cancelled Crab Feed 
Fundraiser). On Friday, May 
6th, Bill, Gloria Garibaldi and 
I attended Northern Solano’s 
Day at the Races with over 
70 Sons of Italy members and 
friends in attendance. What 
a fun day! Even if my horses 
didn’t bring me winnings 
just seeing their beauty and 
grace was well worth it. The 
next day, I travelled to the 
Grand Lodge Office to meet 
with the State Queen Contest 
Chair Eva Lavazzari, her 
cousin Sherri and a represen-
tative from C. Colombo Lodge 
where we opened the Queen 
Contest Envelopes. Congratu-
lations to our new State Queen 
Mary Lucido (from the C. 
Colombo Lodge in Antioch) 

and her incoming Court. You 
will have a chance to meet 
these charming young ladies 
at Convention. Again, I wish 
to thank all the lodges and 
members that supported this 
special event. Unfortunately, I 
missed Vallejo’s Wine Tasting 
Event for Alzheimer’s, but Bill 
was there to pour wine and 
support them. We are a team! 
On Sunday May 15th, Bill & 
I flew out to Williamsburg, 
VA to visit our great grand-
daughter Julie, Mom Erin and 
Dad Chris. From there Bill & I 
drove to Washington, D.C. to 
attend the NELA Gala, which 
took place on Thursday, May 
26th. California had a strong 
representation at this event. In 
attendance were National 1st 
Vice President Vera Grolami, 
husband Al, State 1st Vice 
President Arlene Nunziati, 
National Trustee and Immedi-
ate Past State President Maria 
Pignati, SIF Trustee and Past 
State President Joe La Banca 

and wife Mary, State Orator 
Sadie Tamburine and daugh-
ter Susan Webb, and the Cip-
poneri Family from Modesto. 
Condoleezza Rice was one of 
the honorees and the recipient 
of the Lifetime Achievement 
Award for Public Service. Ma-
ria Pignati sang the American 
and Italian National Anthems 
- outstanding as usual. What 
a truly emotional, rewarding 
and outstanding event. You 
are proud to be an American 
and an Italian American at-
tending this event honoring 
and thanking these outstand-
ing leaders, the “Wounded 
Warriors” (men and women 
who served our country) and 
the amazing young students 
receiving National Scholar-
ship Awards.

In closing, Bill and I wish 
all fathers, grandfathers and 
great-grandfathers a very 
Happy Fathers Day.
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NATIONAL OFFICERS
FROM CALIFORNIA

GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA
5051 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94112 • Phone (415) 586-1316

CALIFORNIA NATIONAL 
DELEGATES

CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY
ARLENE NUNZIATI 

WILLIAM MURPHY
SADIE TAMBURINE

BARBARA WISNIEWSKI
JOSEPH SIMONI
SID TAMBURINE

THOMAS MANCINI

ALTERNATES
ROSALIA MARGARIT

STATE ARBITERS
PAM RICCI

ROY VANONI
ANDY PAMPURO

LOU SIEBEL
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

ARTURO IBLETO
(1995-1997)

1492 Lowell Avenue
Cotati, CA 94928

Phone: 707-795-1489
Fax: 707-792-2046

Work: 707-792-2712
RALPH AGNELLO

(1993-1995)
226 N Carl Dr.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: 559-627-3956

Email: alexgooddog1@gmail.com
FRANK J. DE SANTIS

(1989-1991)
9562 James Circle

Villa Park, CA 92861
Phone: 714-637-7267

Fax: 714-550-9234
Work: 714-550-9155

Email: Frankjdesantis@yahoo.com

Birth Defects Libraries
HAZEL ANN CHRISTIN

2173 Knowlwood Dr.
Hanford, Ca 93230

Phone: 559-582-3597
Cell: 559-309-3597

Email: hazelannc@comcast.net
Athletic

MARY LOTITO
437 Audraine Drive
Glendale, CA 91202

Phone: 818-242-2469
Cell: 818-414-9908
Fax: 818-242-2002

Garibaldi Meucci Museum
JOY BRUNO

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone: 707-422-3391
Cell: 707-332-5623

Email: joy.b@comcast.net

ROY T. VANONI
(2003-2005)

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone & Fax: 916-872-4999
Cell: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net
DAVID PRISCO

(2001-2003)
1801 E. Collins #12
Orange, CA 92867
Cell: 714-292-1038

Phone: 714-292-1038
JOHN TEDESCO

(1999-2001)
18 Carvel Place

Sacramento, CA 95835-2012
Phone: 916-419-6606

Fax: 916-419-6626
Work: 916-419-6616
Cell: 916-207-1603

Email: tedescojt@aol.com

State President
CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY  
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-963-0521 
Cell: 415-819-0475 &

707-694-8621
Fax: 707-968-9709

Email:  clawrence2844@
sbcglobal.net

State First Vice President
ARLENE M. NUNZIATI

125 Humboldt Road
Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone: 650-342-3313

Fax: 650-342-3310
Cell: 415-608-3313

Email: rlene49@pacbell.net
State Second Vice President

JOHN COSTA 
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: 707- 483-9604 
Cell: 707-483-9604

Work: 707-752-6123
Fax: 707-745-8111

Email: jc19632002@yahoo.com
State Third Vice President

TED SEIBEL 
9063 La Grande St.

Alta Loma, CA 91701
Phone #: 909-987-5828

Cell: # 909-731-6999
Email: tseibel@roadrunner.com
Immediate Past State Pres.

CAV. MARIA FASSIO 
PIGNATI

268 Delmar Way
San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: 650-574-5786

Cell: 415-370-3956
        415-819-0475
Fax: 650-577-9349

Email: abondnza@aol.com
State Orator

SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE
1925 Circle Park Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone: 760-613-6178
Cell #: 619-677-7594

Work & Fax:: 760-634-1724
Email: sadie.k@att.net

State Recording Secretary
LORI ROSSI

4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Cell #: 209-404-1883
Email: loriatthegrandlodge@

gmail.com

GRAND LODGE QUEEN
EMILY ESLICK

4040 W. Robinwood Ct.
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone #: 559-799-2260

EMERITUS ROLL
Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

1029 North Atwood
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone: 559-625-3115
Cell: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

State Financial Secretary
GABE DOMENICI 

1034 Apple Blossom Ln
Corona, CA 92881

Phone # 951-737-4306
Work: 951-278-8780
Fax #: 951-278-1049
Cell: # 951-258-8130

Email: gdomen@pacbell.net 
 State Treasurer

BARBARA FUMOSA WISNIEWSKI
20987 Gunnison Ct.

Reno, NV 89508
Phone: 775-972-3894 

Cell: 201-874-5946
Email: BarbReno1949@aol.com

State Trustee North
JOY BRUNO  

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA. 94534

Phone: 707-422-3391 
Cell: 707-332-5623

Email: joy.b@comcast.net
State Trustee North

RICHARD LUZZI
7660 Myrtle Ave. #58

Eureka, CA 95503
Phone: 707-443-8669 
State Trustee Central
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Cell: 559-731-4035
Email: rteelee@aol.com
State Trustee Central
FRANK LOCICERO

8639 Solera Dr.
San Jose, CA 95135

Phone: 408-532-8822 
Cell:  408-710-4979

State Trustee South
MARCO ZONNI

13537 La Sierra Dr.
Chino Hills, CA 91709
Phone: 909-590-2204

Email: zonnim@yahoo.com
State Trustee South

AL TRENTINI
25572 Saltwater Dr.

Dana Point, CA 92629-1508
Phone #: 949-240-8578

Cell #: 949-436-0242
Email: nicolomac@cox.net

Grand Lodge Building 
BILL MURPHY

1475 Sulphur Spring Ave.
St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-963-0521

Email: petalumabill@gmail.com
Budget and Finance
DAVID LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone: 714-897-8134
Email:taxcpa4you@aol.com

Scholarship
Students to Italy Program

ROSEMARIE 
VANDERHAAR

801 W. Duarte Rd. #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone: 626-254-0449
Cell: 626- 222-7768

Email: rgeorev@aol.com
Italian Language & Culture

VITA ZACCARIA
8501 E. Orange St.
Downey, CA 90242

Phone: 562-861-1591
Youth

BRIAN WATSON
4308 North Dewitt
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: 559-323-0575
Email:Pumbaa673@

yahoo.com
Social Justice

TONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone: 702-896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Ritual and Protocol

DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

Cell: 707-312-8134
Email:  2begrumpy@

gmail.com
Queen Contest

   EVA LAVEZZARI
  3329  Los Olivos Lane.

6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA

Phone: 714897-8134
Email: Stringina@asol.com

CHAIRPERSONS OF
COMMITTEES

Western Foundation     
ROY T. VANONI                             

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone/Fax: 916-872-4999
Cell: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net
Media

ANDY PAMPURO
718 D Avenida Majorca

Laguna Woods, CA 92637
Phone: 949-855-4279

Fax: 949-206-0299
Cell: 949-637-5477

Email: apampuro@comline.com
Judiciary

HON. AL GIROLAMI
3115 Lake Albano Drive

San Jose, CA 95135
Cell: 209-531-6553

Email: alveragiro@yahoo.com

CONVENTION AND GRAND 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

COORNINATOR
CHRIS LOTITO

437 Audraine Drive
Glendale, CA 91202

Phone: 818-242-2469
Cell: 818-422-4927
Fax: 818-242-2002

Email: italianopapa@aol.com

PAST
STATE PRESIDENTS

JOSEPH LA BANCA
(2007-2009)

17825 Contra Costa
Rowland Heights, CA 91748

Phone #: 626-965-3071
Fax #: 626-581-1267
Cell: 626-614-7413

Email: joelabanca@hotmail.com 
VERA FERRARA GIROLAMI

(2005-2007)
3115 Lake Albano Drive

San Jose, CA 95135
cell phone 209-604-3149
Email: algvera@sbcglobal.net

Leadership
ARLENE NUNZIATI
125 Humboldt Rd.

Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone # 650-342-3313

Cell # 650-608-3313
Email: rlene49@pacbell.net

Membership
JOSEPH SIMONI

9-12th Avenue
San Mateo, CA 94402
Phone: 650-349-7979

Cell: 650-867-1122
Email: accordnguy@

sbcglobal.net

VERA GIROLAMI
National First Vice President

FRANK J. DE SANTIS
Past National President

 MARIA PIGNATI
National Trustee
JOSEPH SIMILE

National Co-Chairman
Douhet-Mitchell

International Air Power Awards

CHRIS LOTITO
(1987-1989)

437 Audraine Drive
Glendale, CA 91202

Phone: 818-242-2469
Fax: 818-242-2002
Cell: 818-422-4927

Email: italianopapa@aol.com

LAWRENCE ROMANAZZI
(1983-1985)

4625 West Allen Avenue
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone: 559-732-0823
Fax: 559-732-0803
JOSEPH SIMILE

(1975-1979)
1225 West Roseburg Ave.

Modesto, CA 95350
Phone: 209-524-5583

Fax: 209-578-5541
Email: joe-dot_simile@msn.com

History
JOHN NARDI

861 Edgewood Rd.
Redwood City, CA 94062

Phone: 650-363-0120
Cell: 650-704-0606

Email: Janardi@gmail.com
Webmaster

NICKOLAS MARINELLI  
540 F Street

Colma, Ca 94014
Phone #: 

Fax #: 
Work #: 650--755-1511

Email: Nickolas@
OSIACA.org

Royal Court Of 
The Golden Lion
CHRIS LOTITO

437 Audraine Drive
Glendale, CA 91202

Phone: 818-242-2469
Cell: 818-422-4927
Fax: 818-242-2002

Email: italianopapa@aol.com

Committee Member for
Alzheimers & Cooleys 
Anemia Associations

MIKE CARROLL
P O Box 198

Sonoma, CA 95476
Phone: 707-938-1295

Email: mcarroll@pon.net
Hall Rental Manager

MIRELLA COLOMBANA
164 W. Moltke St.

Daly City, Ca. 94010
Phone: 415-309-3860

Cell: 415-239-7667

Grand Lodge of 
California Website 
OSIACA.org

SAVE THE DATE
HUMANIARIAN & LEADERSHIP GALA

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2016

HILTON HOTEL, SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA

HONOREES TO BE ANNOUNCED AT A LATER DATECongratulations to the 
young ladies who made it to 
the top five. We certainly wish 
you a happy reign for the next 
two years. We also want to 
thank the outgoing court for 
doing for doing a great job 
the last two years on the Royal 
Court. The coronation of the 
new court will take place on 
Friday evening at the conven-
tion in Sparks.

I hope those of you coming 
to the convention will be mak-
ing a donation to the Il Leone 
sponsorship program. I have 
quite  few names and dona-
tions and will be bringing that 
list with me. The complete list 

of 2016-2017 donors will ap-
pear in the July/August issue 
of the Il Leone.

We would like to wish all 
you wonderful dads a very 
happy Father’s Day.
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Camelia-Colombo Lodge
www.iinet.com/~osia1294
Cesare Battisti Lodge
www.sonsofitalypetaluma.org
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-
Stella-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Mazzini
(http://www.giuseppemazzini.org) 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.
com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
http://sonsofitaly1543.org/
silaccilu@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociaca.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
fdefalco@sbcglobal.net
Las Vegas Lodge
www.sonsofitalylasvegas.com
sonsofitalylv@yahoo.com
Monterery Lodge
www.sonsofitaly-monterey.org
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.sonsofitalylagunahills.com 
Nicolomac@cox.net
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Sgt. John Basilone
www.osiacorona.com
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
William Paca Lodge #1960
www.sonsofitalymountainview.org
West Covina Lodge
soi2056@live.com
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org

If your lodge has an e-mail 
address or website and you 
would like to include it with the 
above list, please send it to me at 
apampuro@comline.com.

News from 
the South

by Ted Seibel
State 3rd Vice President 

tseibel@roadrunner.com

News from 
the North

by John Costa
State 2nd Vice President

News from the Central
by Arlene Nunziati

State 1st Vice President

Happy June everyone!  
Last month I forgot to men-
tion that National Recording 
Secretary Mark DeNunzio 
from Florida was in San Fran-
cisco and stopped by the of-
fice.  I gave him a tour of the 
Grand Lodge Building and 
he was very impressed.  He 
suggested a National meet-
ing be held here in the future.  
Great idea.  We enjoyed a 
lovely lunch.   He is also the 
National Membership Chair 
so of course membership was 
discussed.

Working in the office, I 
see the Monthly Membership 
forms and I am appalled and 
very concerned at the loss of 
members!  Not only do we 
have to bring in new mem-
bers, we need to retain what 
we have.  Please, everyone, 
do your part.

Way too much eating this 
past month.  The Columbia 
lodge had a superb Polenta 
dinner, one of the best ever 
and that is my favorite meal 
of all times.  This was a fun-
draiser for our Queen Valerie 
Celentano and was very suc-
cessful.  We haven’t had a 
Queen in years and are very 
proud of Valerie.

At the meeting night they 
had an excellent enchilada 
dinner with rice and beans 
prepared by Treasurer Mela-
nie Parker.  Delicious! And a 
lot of work for her.

I promised you a report 
on Chicago in my last article.  
Well Chicago was Chicago, 
got off the plane to cold, 
wind and rain!! Wow was it 
cold.  The Hotel shuttle went 
right by us so we ended up 
taking a cab to the Hotel.  
We just had time to clean 
up, warm up and we were 
off to Harry Carey’s restau-
rant with National Historian 
Richard DellaCroce.  What a 
great evening, great company 
and more great food!  In case 
you don’t know, Harry was 
a great announcer for the 
Chicago Cubs, Oakland A’s 
and a few other teams.  He 
was known for always say-
ing “Holy Cow”, so we had 
the Holy Cow Burger in his 
memory and drank a Cub 
Cosmo. 

The next day Richard 
picked us up again and took 
us to the White Eagle Ban-
quets in Niles, Illinois for the 
Leonardo da Vinci Award of 
Excellence Gala Reception 

& Ceremony.  It was truly a 
Gala ceremony.  There were 
sixteen honorees and each 
had a different story about 
their Italian upbringing and 
memories.  Our very own 
Vera Girolami, First National 
Vice President, was awarded 
the OSIA Legend Award and 
received a beautiful plaque.  
Richard DellaCroce received 
the Community Leadership 
Award.  See my other article 
for a description of all the 
awards given.  What a proud 
moment for California.  It was 
wonderful meeting all the 
members of the Grand Lodge 
of Illinois-Wisconsin.  They 
didn’t want us to leave and 
made us promise to return.  
Thank you State President 
Marie Marsalli for a great 
weekend.

We returned to the Hotel 
and then crossed the street 
to try our luck at the Casino.  
Well, let’s say we had a great 
dinner and paid our dues! 

Attended the Day at the 
Races sponsored by the 
Northern Solano Lodge.  What 
a great event, great food and 
great camaraderie.  This time 
I came home a little ahead!  
They had over eighty people 
in attendance.  For their race, 
we were right down there 
cheering on the horses.  Con-
gratulations Northern Solano 
for a great afternoon.  I will be 
back again next year, schedule 
permitting.

Congratulations to the C. 
Colombo Lodge for having a 
State Queen for the first time 
in over ninety years – not only 
a State Queen but first time 
having a queen candidate.  
Congratulations to Mary Luci-
do.  I also wish to congratulate 
all the girls who ran for the 
positions, a beautiful court full 
of young girls.  Our Columbia 
Lodge contestant came in as 
a duchess and we are very 
proud of Valerie Celentano, 
who has been a member of the 
lodge for almost her entire life!

I attended the May meet-
ing of the Antioch Lodge (C. 
Colombo) and they were still 
celebrating having a queen!  
Very nice meeting and Joe Si-
moni and I initiated two new 
members.  They are bringing 
in those members!  Great job 
all of you.  I always enjoy go-
ing over there but such a long 
trip with the traffic. 

I will have attended the 
annual NELA awards Banquet 
in Washington DC by the time 
you read this so more on that 
next month.  Condoleezza 
Rice will be one of the hon-
orees.

We are still attempting to 
get honorees for our Gala be-
ing held September 17, 2016.  
Hopefully I will have more to 
report after NELA.

My Dad, Mario Marcucci, 
reached the age of 100 years 
Sunday, May 22, 2016.  I gave 
him a small celebration and 
everyone had a great time.

Ciao until next month.

Often heard throughout 
our Order is ‘the club. It’s 
used to describe the organi-
zation we belong to, namely 
the Order Sons of Italy in 
America. The word ‘club’ 
always rings of a sour note 
to my ears because it brings 
to mind some sort of social 
club like coffee, sports, hobby, 
game and fan club, where the 
objective is on what is done 
for entertainment, rather than 
what they do for others. Be-
sides, ‘club’ sounds like a rag-
tag organization. Our Order is 
so much more than that. We 
set a much higher standard. 
We are fraternal, interpersonal 
… brothers and sisters.

Groucho Marx once sent 
the following famous wire 
to a Hollywood club he had 
joined: “Please accept my 
resignation. I don't want to 
belong to any club that will 
accept me as a member.” Did 
Groucho mean he is less than 
every member of any club? 
Did he mean it as a display 
of wit? Or did he mean he 
wants more than a club could 
give him? Since Groucho was 
not only witty, but also very 
smart, I would choose the 
later.

Now, take a look at the 
above first sentence in this 
article. Did you notice I said, 
“our Order”. Like my, your, 
his, her, its, their… ‘our’ is 
a possessive pronoun and 
shows ownership.

We, as members are all 
in this together. We have the 
right to an equal stake in our 
Order, an opportunity to do 
good deeds for our fellow 
man and we own a piece of 
our Order Sons of Italy in 
America. Wow! Now that calls 
us to responsibility, obliga-
tion, and duty.

“Every right implies a 
responsibility; every oppor-
tunity, an obligation; every 
possession, a duty.”
~ John D. Rockefeller

Just when we thought it 
was time to bring out the sun-
screen, it decides to rain again, 
oh well we need it. Soon it will 
be time for warm weather, sun 
glasses and picnics. But before 
that, your delegates will be 
going to convention in Sparks. 
Make sure you ask your del-
egates to take good notes so 
you will all know what is 
going on with your Grand 
Lodge.  Send your delegates 
with questions and concerns. 
We want every member to be 
involved. If you are able to 
remember,  the convention 
is open to all members not 
just delegates, come see your 
Grand Lodge work for you.

At the end of April Don-
na Lee and I attended the 
Modesto Lodge Black Tie 
event which was beautiful. 
President Dave and your com-
mittee did a great job.

Napa Lodge is having a 
spaghetti feed  on May 23rd.  
For years they were a staple 
at the Napa County Fair but 
after the earthquake they have 
been displaced. They decided 
to try it again at the Senior 
Center, selling out 150 din-
ners. Great job Napa Lodge! 
See a little shacking and rat-
tling can’t keep us down.

I hate to use my article to 
remind the State Deputies to 
please turn in your reports, 
But I will once again ask that 
you please try and get up to 
date on your reports prior to 
convention.

Reminder to every lodge 
member, you still have half of 
a year to win on the 365 win-
ner raffle tickets, a lot of large 
prizes still available. Buy on 
for your neighbor that picks 
up the paper when you are 
gone, or for a friend. Let’s all 
help our Grand Lodge.

Membership is still a key 
issue for all lodges, how do 
we attract new members. 
Please bring your ideas with 
you to convention. 

Congratulations to all the 
Queens candidates that par-
ticipated in the Queen Con-
test.  Congrats to our new 
Queen Mary and her court, I 
know you will represent the 
Grand Lodge well.

Looking forward to seeing 
all the delegates in Sparks NV 
and hopefully a lot of mem-
bers also.
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Membership Committee
by Joe Simoni

Membership Chairperson
jsimoni2000@gmail.com

365 Fund Raiser - Winners
Apr. 16-30
 16 $25.00 Don Kaplan
 17 $25.00 Luke & Carrie Harrison
 18 $25.00 Dora Vorono
 19 $25.00 Daren Carroll
 20 $25.00 Diane Scillo
 21 $25.00 Pam Ricci
 22 $25.00 Ralph Agnello
 23 $25.00 Remo Nardi
 24 $25.00 George Christin
 25 $25.00 Rodolfo Valentino #1449
 26 $25.00 Sue Scialla
 27 $25.00 Watsonville Lodge #2016
 28 $25.00 Mike Carroll
 29 $25.00 Vince Zaccaria
 30 $50.00 Mauro Romagnoli &
   Tony Seluaggi
May 1-15
 1 $25.00 Joe La Banca 
 2 $25.00 Luca Pignati
 3 $25.00 Brian Simons
 4 $25.00 Donna Zutshi
 5 $25.00 Patti Hulman
 6 $25.00 Tim Coragliotti
 7 $25.00 Barbara Wisniewski
 8 $200.00 Lorenzo & Emilio Nunziati
 9 $25.00 Donna Grist
 10 $25.00 Marilyn Ward
 11 $25.00 Joan Aquistapace
 12 $25.00 Mike Carroll
 13 $25.00 Gene Della Maggiore
 14 $25.00 Doreen Venturi
 15 $25.00 Teresa Hagerty

LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
CHARLES SANT'AGATA
1945 N. Glen Alva Lane

Clovis, CA 93619
Phone: (559) 323-9523

cjsa@att.net
   

SOUTHERN CALIF.
GABE DOMENICI

1034 Apple Blossom Lane
Corona, CA 92881

Phone: (951) 737-4306

I
T
A
L
Y

La Piu Grande e Moderna Impresa di Pompe
Funebri nell’Ovest

Valente, Marini, Perata & Co.
Unica Sede

4840 Mission Street
Vicino Onondage Avenue

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94112

Telefoni: 333-0161 – 333-0162

It is time to renew your 
sponsorship of the

Il Leone 
Please make out your checks to the Western 
Foundation and earmark it for the Il Leone. 
The cost is $25 per person per year.
We did great last year raising $8,200. Let's do 
better this year. God knows the paper can sure 
use the money to survive. Send your donations 
to me at 718 D Avenida Majorca #D, Laguna 
Woods, CA 92637. A new list will appear in the 
July/August issue. 
I am thanking you all in  advance.
Andy Pampuro
Editor 

NEL RIMPIANGERNE LA PERDITA, CI ASSOCIAMO AL 

LUTTO ED AL DOLORE DEI LORO CONGIUNTI AI QUALI INVIAMO LE NOSTRE CONDOGLIANZE.

“NECROLOGIO”
Member’s Name Lodge Lodge #
Jack King Dolly Sinatra 2400 
Jane Viscounty Dolly Sinatra 2400 
Ann Ferrante Pugliese 1375 
Domenic Milanesio Roma 1573 
Lorraine Daddato Colombo-Stella 1149 
Bonnie Carboni Sacramento 1352 
Frank Riolo Roseville 1413 
Robert Micheli Eureka 1274 
Anita Pera Eurek 1274 

I am ecstatic to announce 
the addition of Peter Dito into 
the Membership Committee 
family. Pete will represent the 
Southern District on all things 
Membership. He is a trustee of 
the Saddleback Valley Lodge, 
identifies and listens to the 
younger generation and prom-
ises to be a positive influence 
and mentor to all the lodges in 
the Southern area. WELCOME 
ABOARD PETE!! Also, con-
gratulations to C. Colombo’s 
own Mary Lucido, the future 
Queen of the Sons of Italy!!

In my last article, the West 
End Lodge was inadvertently 
omitted from our Membership 
Honors page. They added 9 
members to their flock in Feb-
ruary. Nice going, guys. For the 
first quarter of 2016, there was 
good and not-so-good news. 
The Dolly Sinatra Lodge just 
keeps on rolling. President Joe 
LaPorta and his trusted Vice 
President Frank DiSalvo (who 
happens to be an Entertainer 
Extraordinaire, a dear friend 
and clearly second to none) 
ended March by initiating 
40 New Members!! Maybe 
that’s where the saying “March 
Comes in Like a Lion” comes 
from? March brought in a total 
of 57 new members. The not-
so-good-news? We ended the 
1st quarter of 2016 with a -140 
members. That gives us a total 
of 5,032 members (including 
junior members). When we 
remove the 719 junior mem-
bers from the total, the net 
total for Q1 2016 is 4,313. This 
is clearly not good. So, how 

can we fix this? The filial lodge 
membership chairs should 
have already received a 2-page 
Action Plan developed by the 
committee and approved by 
the state president that should 
be used as tool based on what 
will work for your area. It is 
strongly recommended that 
you review the Plan with your 
lodge officers and members. 
Some are not new to you; oth-
ers may be. Try some of them. 
What do you have to lose? (Oh, 
yeah…members). In April, 10 
lodges initiated at least 1 new 
member. The top 2 lodges 
were C. Colombo #1315 (yea 
Edna!!) with 5 new members 
and Renaissance #2259 (way 
to go, David!!)

with 4. Total members ini-
tiated were 22. Please do not 
forget these newly initiated 
members of your family. Make 
them feel part of the Sons of 
Italy family. Give them a rea-
son for returning and getting 
involved. On the “dark side”, 
we lost 3 who passed away 
and 29 who didn’t. We are 
not the federal government. 
We cannot sustain an orga-
nization that moves 2 steps 
forward and 50 steps back. 
Look at your membership 
and ask yourselves: “What 
activities will entice our mem-
bers to participate? Cultural? 
Community involvement? 
Youth-friendly activities?” 
Your Membership Committee 
is committed to assist you in 
this endeavor. Call or email 
us. Here is our contact infor-
mation:

Joe Simoni – jsimoni2000@
gmail.com

Anna Graeber – Repre-
senting the Northern District 
am.graeber@gmail.com

Edna Esposito – Repre-
senting the Central District 
esposna@sbcglobal.net

Pauline Richmond – Rep-
resenting the Central Valley 
rteelee@aol.com

Pete Dito – Represnting 
the Southern Distric pmdito@
gmail.com

Happy Father’s Day from 
your Membership Commit-
tee!!
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2016-2017 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

“Sponsors” are members, lodges, or friends, who have generously contributed $25.00   
(or more) per year to help pay for the cost of producing, printing, and the distribution 
of our “IL LEONE” Newspaper. For more information about becoming an “IL LEONE” 
Sponsor, contact Andy Pampuro, Editor, at (949) 855-4279, or our Grand Lodge Office 
at (415) 586-1316.

Abronzino Family
Renee Adair
Josephine Agosta
America Lodge #1609
Anaheim Lodge 2076
Joe Andruzzi
    3 time NE Patriot Super
    Bowl Champion
Susan Antonini
Genny Arietta
Carmine Baffo
Minnie Baffo
Beatrice Portinari
    Lodge #1626
Russ Belleci
Zelda LeFrak-Belleci
Hilda Blay
Rick and Donna Branch
Rose Marie Boniello
   State President Emeritus
   Grand Lodge of Florida
Gianna Buldo
Judie Buldo
Laura Busnardo
Raymond and Pamela Bini
Gino Bruno
Joy Bruno
Jackie Buti
Don and Susan Cahan
Bonnie Carboni
David Carboni
Gerry Cardinale
Karen Carroll
Mike Carroll
Central Valley 
    SOI  Foundation
Dan Certini
Gaile Certini
Dolores Cervone
Nick Cervone
Al Chiechi
HazelAnn Christin
Columbo Stella Lodge #1149
Cornelia Vita Nuova
    Lodge #1198
Cristoforo Colombo #1534
Dan Dattola
David Delfino
Tony DeMarco
Peter Dente
Linda DePalma
Aldo G. DeRose
Pam DeRose
Marilyn Pettito Devaney
   Mass. Governor’s Councilor
Diablo Valley Lodge #2167
Robert DiDomenico
Edithe DiGiuro 
Michael DiGiuro 
Rosemarie DiMaggio
Frank and Eileen DiSantis
Patricia Dito 
Peter Dito
Eureka Lodge #1274
Mike Eruzione
    1980 USA Hockey Gold
    Medalist
Anthony Finazzo
Marie Finazzo
Manny Finazzo

Veta Finazzo
Father Adam Forno
Leo Fontana
Olivia Gallegos
Richard Gallegos
Richard Gallio
Gloria Garibaldi
Al Girolami
Vera Girolami 
Tom Garnella
Steven Garnica
Gold Country Lodge #2705
Guiseppe Verdi Lodge 1441
Nives Guthrie
Debra Ivancich
Paul Ivancich
Joanne Coccia Lodge #2553
Flora Knapp
La Costa dei Fiori
    Lodge #2424
Jim LaManna
Tina LaManna
Carmen Lee
Angelo and Janet Leone
Frank Locicero
Mary Lotito 
Lowinger Construction
Richard Luzzi
Romano Marchetti
Regin Marcheschi
Mario and Norma Marcucci
Grace Massello
Debi Mistretta
Mick Mistretta
In memory of James A. Monell
Frank Montaque
Bill Murphy
Lynn Lawrence Murphy
Napa Lode #2043
National I A Sports
   Hall of     Fame
   Pres. Bill Spadafora
Bernadine Neil
Northern Solano Lodge #2534
Arlene Nunziati
Mike Navone
Margaret Olivieri
Ann Paparella
Pat Paparella
Andy Pampuro 
Louise Pampuro
Frank Parisi
Maria Parisi
Melanie Parker
Bennie Pardini
Ben Pedranzini
Rosemarie Pedranzini
James. J. Pell
James Petti
John C. Piane
Maria Pignati
Ugo Pignati
Kaaryn Polito
   Mass, Lt. Governor
Annettte Porter
Priority Italian Golf Assoc.
Philip Privitera & Family
   National SIF Trustee
Payton Privitera
Presley Privitera

Toni-Ann Privitera
Peter Quilici
Julie Querin
John A. Rassias
   In memory 
   Dartmouth College 
   Professor
Pauline Richmond
Huge Ricci
Pam Ricci
Stella Riccio
Tony Ricevuto
Renaissance Lodge 2259
Andrew Rizzo
Rodolfo Valentino
   Lodge #1449 
Roseville Lodge #1413
E. Joseph Rossi
Joseph Sacco 
   (former Anaheim
   Mighty Duck)
Saddleback Valley
   Lodge #2566
Sacramento Lodge #1352
Salinas Lodge #2082
Margaret Salvatore
Richard Salvatore
Rocky Santulli
Susan Scialla 
Manola Scovel
Lou Seibel
Ted Seibel
Louise Silacci
Dorothy Simile
Joe Simile
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Dario Sindicich
Frank Scotella
Giorgia Scotella
Frank Scotella
Manola Scovel
Shasta Lodge #2453
John Charles Slatten
Peggy Soletti
Sadie Tamburine
Sid Tamburine
John Tedesco
Pam Tedesco
Elaine Teixeira
Michael S. Turrini
Ukiah Lodge #2104
Roy and Yvonne Vanoni
Sylvia Varni
Marilyn Vecchio
Valley of the Moon
   Lodge #1959
Rosemarie Vanderhaar
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
Virgilio Lodge #1586
Ann Wendel
Janice Wentz
Richard A. Wentz
Carol Watson
West End Lodge #2127
Ken and Barbara Wisniewski
Vita Zaccaria
Marco Zonni
Nina Zonni

National First Vice Presi-
dent Vera Girolami was hon-
ored by the Grand Lodge of 
Illinois- Wisconsin at their 
annual Leonardo da Vinci 
Award of Excellence Gala 
Reception & Ceremony on 
Sunday May 1, 2016 at the 
White Eagle Banquets, Niles, 
Illinois.  I was honored to be 
chosen as her guest and ac-
companied her.

A beautiful buffet lun-
cheon was served prior to 
the ceremony and there were 
over two hundred guests in at-
tendance.  Vera was awarded 
the prestigious OSIA LEG-

Vera Girolami Honored By 
Grand Lodge of 

Illinois-Wisconsin
END AWARD  and presented 
with a beautiful plaque. Many 
awards were given including 
the Community Leadership 
Award, Entrepreneur Award, 
Law Award, Business of Dis-
tinction Award, Communica-
tion Award, Designer Award, 
Education Award and the 
Government Award.    Na-
tional Historian Richard Della 
Croce was awarded the Com-
munity Leadership Award.  

It was a quick trip to Chi-
cago but will worth it.

Arlene M. Nunziati
State First Vice President 

Vera Girolami and Richard Della Croce.

Grand Lodge of Illinois Wisconsin Honorees.

National 1st Vice President Vera Girolami and Grand Lodge of 
Illinois Wisconsin State President Marie Marsalli.
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OSIA MEMBERS UNITE 

TO  
SUPPORT A FUNDRAISER 

THAT  
WILL COST YOU ALMOST NOTHING! 

 
APPLY FOR A “NO ANNUAL FEE” 
OSIA CREDIT CARD BY SIMPLY 

VISITING 
www.commercebank.com/sonsofitaly 

Or - you can call 1-800-645-2103 
Or  - just visit your local Commerce Bank  

and ask for information on a Sons of Italy Visa Awards Card! 
 

You only need to be approved and use the card 
 ONE TIME 

For OSIA to reap the benefits. 
 

 
 

Tell you lodge brothers & sisters!  Tell your family! 
Tell your friends! 

 
Anyone can apply and help with this National OSIA fundraiser! 

  

  

Please join the Royal Court
of the Golden Lion.

Any donation would be appreciated. 
It is fora good cause. Call Chris Lotito

for more information.

Marcus Tullius Cicero (106 
BC – 43 BC) was the greatest 
orator of ancient Rome. He 
was a consul, the highest 
elected official of the Roman 
Republic. Cicero was a writer, 
philosopher, and a consti-
tutionalist. His fine style of 
writing greatly influenced 
the development of Italian, 
English, and other languages. 
According to Michael Grant, 
“the influence of Cicero upon 
the history of European litera-
ture and ideas greatly exceeds 
that of any other prose writer 
in any language.”

Cicero is also called Tully. 
In 1345 Petrarch’s rediscov-
ered a collection of Cicero’s 
letters, ad Atticum. They de-
scribe the politics and customs 
of the Romans better than 
anything else written at the 
time. Cicero’s letters are often 
credited for initiating the 14th-
century Renaissance.  They 
advanced public affairs, hu-
manism, and the appreciation 
of classical culture. In Italian, 
Cicero is known as Marco Tul-
lio Cicerone. 

Cicero lived at a critical 
period in history. The Ro-
man Republic was soon to 
become an empire ruled by 
an emperor. He uncovered a 
conspiracy to take control of 
Rome. By means of vehement 
speeches, Cicero denounced 
the debaucheries of the chief 
conspirator, Catiline, and 
his followers and their sena-
torial sympathizers. Cicero 
demanded that Catiline and 
his followers leave the city. 
He drove them out of Rome 
in shame. Those speeches are 
outstanding examples of rhe-
torical style, which tradition-
ally have been studied in third 

Cicero
by Stephen Contrado, B.A. Th.M.

165 Nantasket Ave. #9
Hull, MA 02045

E-mail: stephencontrado@gmail.com

year high school Latin class.
Cicero died soon after one 

of Rome’s civil wars, when 
Julius Caesar fought against 
Pompey the Great. Cicero 
was a member of the senato-
rial party which supported 
Pompey and opposed Caesar. 
Cicero approved of the killing 
of Caesar, but had nothing to 
do with the plot. He was a bit-
ter enemy of Caesar’s support 
Marc Anthony. He denounced 
Anthony with speeches, “phi-
lippics,” so called because they 
were like the speeches that the 
great Greek orator Demos-
thenes delivered against King 
Philip. 

When Marc Anthony be-
came one of three men ruling 
Rome, Cicero was banished 
and hunted down. Viewed 
with sympathy by a large 
segment of the public, many 
people had refused to report 
having seen him. But he was 
killed by Anthony’s men be-
fore he could escape. 

Lodge Anniversaries
June
Camelia-Colombo #1294 6/-/24
Enrico Caruso #1463 6/11/27
Cristoforo Colombo #1534 6/14/29
West End #2127 6/10/62
Congratulations!!!

Admission $14
FREE Admission for Children Under 15

 31st ANNUAL ITALIAN
FOOD & MUSIC FESTIVAL 

AUGUST 6 - 7, 2016
Saturday: 11a - 9p
Sunday: 11a - 6p

www.festaitalianasacramento.com

Discover Italy In Sacramento!

Free Parking

at the Festival Grounds
3730 Auburn Blvd, Sacramento 95821

(2 Blocks East of Watt Ave & I-80)

SPONSORED BY THE ITALIAN CULTURAL 
SOCIETY OF SACRAMENTO

ENJOY DELICIOUS ITALIAN FOODS

ITALIAN MUSIC, SINGERS & 
FOLK DANCERS

SHOP THE ITALIAN MARKETPLACE

ITALIAN CARS, CHILDREN’S PIAZZA, 
BOCCE GAMES

WIN A TRIP TO ITALY!

Bring the Whole Family & Spend the Day!

THIS COUPON IS GOOD FOR

ONE 2016 ADMISSION
$2 OFF

THIS COUPON IS GOOD FOR

ONE 2016 ADMISSION
$2 OFF
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Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

Gold Country Lodge No.2705 members enjoyed special guests, State Trea-
surer, Barbara Fumosa Wisniewski and her husband Ken at our April general 
meeting.

Gold Country Lodge #2705
El Dorado Hills, CA

by Tami Welch

Hanford Lodge members pose with Grand Lodge officers following the United 
Lodges of the San Joaquin Valley's annual event making donations to the Valley 
Children's Birth Defects Library in Madera.  Pictured:  Front row (left to right):   
Joy Bruno, State Trustee-North; Ralph Agnello, State Deputy; Lilia Giacomazzi, 
United Lodges Special Deputy  Back Row (left to right): Janis Hansen, Joan 
Little, HazelAnn Christin,State Birth Defects Chair; Louise Silacci, Hanford 
Lodge President;Lori Rossi, State Recording Secretary; Pauline Richmond, 
State Trustee-Central; Danny Dattola, and Jackie Giacomazzi.

Hanford Lodge #1543
By Jackie Giacomazzi

jackiegiacomazzi@gmail.com

United Lodges members pose with representatives from the Valley Children's Hospital and Birth Defects Library and 
State Officers following its annual gift-giving event held in Visalia, CA. on May 15, 2016. Donations were given by the 
SOI Western Foundation, United Lodges of the San Joaquin Valley, Lodges from Clovis, Fresno, Hanford, Tulare, and 
Visalia, as well as many generous individuals.  The total amount collected was over $7000.00.  Dr. Susan Winter spoke 
on the genetic research advances made through donations such as ours.  The next meeting of the United Lodges of the 
San Joaquin Valley will be held on June 12--11:30 a.m. at the Mitsui Buffet, 117 W. Shaw, Clovis, California--Hosted 
by the Rodolfo Valentino Lodge.

United Lodges of The San Joaquin Valley
by Jackie Giacomazzi, Secretary

jackiegiacomazzi@gmail.com

 Congratulations to our 
queen, Baylin Herington, 
who now has won the title of 
Miss Convention City in the 
Queen Contest. She will be 
representing our lodge at the 
convention in June in Sparks, 
Nevada. We are all so very 
proud of her and wish her the 
best. Her family and fellow 
members have all worked 
very hard selling the queens 
raffle tickets in hopes that she 
would make one of the top 
five and she did. Last year 
Baylin won a $5000 scholar-
ship which was presented to 
her at the Black and White 
Ball. 

At our general meeting on 
Friday, May 13th, we had a 
dessert night for all the moth-
ers. There was enough des-
sert to feed an army and all 
of it was delicious. We had a 
surprise entertainer that night. 
Gaetano  Accardo attended 
our meeting and while we 
were enjoying the desserts he 
sang many Italian songs. He 
asked our resident soprano, 
Nina Perez, to join him. It was 
a thrilling evening listening to 
these two sing all the favorite 
Italian songs. The best was 
when they sang “Mama” for 
all the mothers in the audi-
ence.

In July we will be having 
a movie night. The members 
really enjoy these evenings.

Happy Father’s Day to all 
our fathers in the lodge.

Photos by Hank Lowinger.

Saddleback Valley
Lodge #2566

Mission Viejo, CA
by Andy Pampuro, President

Our entertainers for the evening were Nina Perez and Gaetano Accordo.

Pictured above are the mothers who were in attendance at the general meeting.
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The Joanne Coccia Lodge 
#2553 welcomed a new mem-
ber at our April meeting.  Her 
name is Rosemary Castillo.  
Rosemary will be our oldest 
member at 98 this year.

Rosemary was born Sep-
tember 15, 1918, to Charles 
and Anna Ramedorfer in 
Johnstown Pennsylvania.  She 
was the oldest of seven chil-
dren, five girls and two boys.

     Her father died when 
she was 12 years old when 
she had to leave school to go 
to work to help her mother 
support the family.     In 1936 
Johnstown had the St. Patrick 
’s Day flood.  When the town 
was cleaning up from the 
flood, she met Joseph Rocco.  
They soon married and had 
twin girls, Joan Geist and Jean  
Rogers.  A few years later they 
moved to Fontana where Joe 
went to work at the Kaiser 
Steel Mill.

After the girls were grown 
and married, Joseph and Rose-
mary went their separate 
ways.  Several years later she 
met and married Robert Cas-
tillo.  They had 50 happy years 
together before he passed 
away. 

Rosemary loves to travel, 
dance and volunteer.  She 
rocks babies at the intensive 
care unit at Kaiser Hospi-
tal and volunteers for the 
Fontana Historical Society. 
    She now lives with her 
daughter Joan Geist and at-
tends all the Sons of Italy 
meetings.  Rosemary decided 
since she was always at the 
meetings, she should become 
a member.  We are delighted 
to have her as a member of 
our lodge.

    Now to bring everyone 
up to date, we have had a lot 
of changes at our lodge.  We 
have sold our property to a de-
veloper who will construct se-
nior housing. We now meet at 
the Knights of Columbus Hall 
for our monthly meetings. The 
facility serves our members 
well.  Every Thursday a group 
of our members enjoy lunch at 
Joe Bono’s restaurant.  Many 

Joanne Coccia Lodge #2553
Fontana, CA

by Anthony N. Finazzo

of us have fond memories of 
Momma Frances Bono who 
ran the deli beginning in the 
1930’s.  Bono’s is registered 
with the National Historical 
Society for Route 66 and Joe 
has lots of memorabilia from 
the old days.

Our members and guests 
enjoyed the Anniversary/
Show we had in February. We 
received a very nice award 
from the City of Fontana 
thanking us for all our in-
volvement with the charities 
of our city. Fontana Mayor 
Acquanetta Warren presented 
us with a framed proclama-
tion signed by the city council 
members. 

 The Grand Lodge Conven-
tion will be held in Sparks, 
Nevada, at the Nugget Hotel, 
June 23-26.  The four delegates 
from our lodge are Mauro and 
Judy Romagnoli, Rosemarie 
Sclafani and our president 
Manny Finazzo.

For the Grand Lodge’s 
Queen Contest, Christina 
Beckham is our lodge’s entry.  
Christina is the daughter of 
Wayne and MaryAnn Beck-
ham and the granddaughter 
of Frances and Frank Finazzo.  
Unfortunately, she is unable to 
attend the convention due to 
another commitment. 

On a sad note, Brother 
Manny Finazzo lost his be-
loved wife Veta in February 
and his granddaughter Lau-
ren in January.  He thanks 
everyone for their prayers 
and condolences.  May the 
perpetual light shine upon 
them now and forever.

Our website is being up-
dated during the month of 
May.  It should be completed 
by the beginning of June.  You 
can download our bulletin by 
visiting our website: osiafon-
tana.org

We wish a Happy Father’s 
Day to all Fathers on June 19.  
Fathers and Mothers mean a 
lot to all of us and we couldn’t 
make it without them. Hope 
you all have a wonderful sum-
mer.       

Ciao e’ Sempre Avanti

Rosemary Castillo

Hello from Shasta Lodge.  
We hope you all enjoyed 
Mother’s Day.

    We have been pretty busy 
around our lodge.  We began 
May by having a social night 
on Cinco de Mayo, serving 
tacos, chips, guacamole, and 
a few margaritas to about 25 
in attendance.  Then we had a 
few rousing games of Bingo.  
Doug Piazza was the big win-
ner for the night, but a good 
time was had by all.

Then we held our annual 
Golf Tournament chaired 
by Dominic DiNino and Jim 
Giacomelli.  While it rained 
for the first nine holes, it did 
not dampen the spirits of the 
golfers.  Nobody won the 
hole-in-one contest, but came 
very close.  The Steak cook-
ing crew of Jim Nobili, Paul 
Monette and John DiMatteo 
did a great job on the steaks 
for lunch.  Jim and Dom thank 
everybody who helped to 
make this a great event.  20% 
of our proceeds will be given 
to Roses4Hope again this year. 

    Redding has Rodeo Week 
each year with a full week of 
events.  Quite a few of our 
lodge members showed up 
at 4AM to help the Asphalt 
Cowboys feed Pancakes and 
Sausage to about 10,000 peo-
ple.  Thanks to those hearty 
members who helped out 
this year.

We will be presenting a 
wreath at two memorial ser-
vices on Memorial Day.  We 
hope you all enjoy your long 
weekend, but take time out 
to reflect on the real reason 
for Memorial Day, a national 
day of remembrance honoring 
those who served and died 
to protect the freedom of our 
country. 

 Wishing all you Fathers a 
wonderful Father’s Day.   Your 
friends at Shasta Lodge.

Shasta Lodge #2453
Redding, CA

by Carole Dellaragione

  Jim Giacomelli and Dominic DiNino, Chairs for Golf Tournament.

Jim Nobili works at pancake breakfast put on by Asphalt Cowboys.
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Gala 2016
SEPTEMBER 17, 2016

Hold this date for a 

Special Event
The Grand Lodge of California ~ Western Foundation’s

Humanitarian & Leadership Awards Charity Gala
Will be held on:

Saturday Evening, September 17, 2016
At the Hilton Santa Clara

4949 Great America Parkway
Santa Clara, California 95054

SAVE THIS DATE AND PLAN TO BE WITH US
ON THIS MOST AUSPICIOUS OCCASION!

~ More information regarding this 
event will be forthcoming ~

Grand Lodge of California
5051 Mission Street

San Francisco, CA 94112

Phone: 415-586-1316 Fax: 415-586-4786
E-mail: sonsofitalyca@aol.com

The Gala is held on the Saturday evening of 
Grand Council weekend.

Applause ...lots of ap-
plause for our May 8th Wine 
Tasting and Silent Auction 
event benefitting UC Davis 
Alzheimer's Research held at 
the Classic Car Museum in 
downtown Vallejo. A stand-
ing ovation to everyone who 
attended or bought a ticket, 
brought an appetizer or des-
sert, donated an item or wine, 
made a donation, high bid 
on an item,.....every person 
helps make this fundraiser a 
success! It Takes A Village is 
definitely true of this event! A 
very special thank you to Buck 
Kamphausen for his continu-
ing to provide this amazing 
venue. From the bountiful 
buffet table presided over by 
The Kitchen Queens Marlene 
Parr, Bert Harris and Barbara 
Arzio, to the mountain of door 
prizes collected by Melanie 
Rushing, to the impressive gift 
baskets and items in the Silent 
Auction handled by Sharon 
Silveira---this was a very high 
caliber event.

Vallejo Lodges
by Sharon Silveira

The Thank You list is long 
and starts with Event Chairs 
President Pamela Bini and 
Rick Branch. President Ray 
Bini seemed to be everywhere 
at once. Handling a very busy 
Reception Table were Regina 
Coragliotti and Evelyn Fox. 
Wine pourers included Vera 
& Andy Siri, Steve & Lucy 
Branch. First Gent Bill Mur-
phy, Tom Bartee, candidate 
for District 2 supervisor Mike 
Cohn, Tim Coragliotti, Rick 
Silveira Fred Asche and Rick 
Branch. John Costa, 2nd State 
VP, handled the M.C. duties. 
Peter Wilson sold the 50/50 
board and also took care of 
credit card transactions. Grati-
tude to St. Helena President 
Donna Lee Costa for being 
the accountant for the auction.

All lodge members are 
invited to attend the Presen-
tation Of The Checks to UC 
Davis in Sacramento, in a 
few months time. That too is 
always an amazing experi-
ence. Watch your bulletin for 
details.

Dr. Mungus from UC Davis updates 
us on their Alzheimer's research.

Five Generations

Our Sons of Italy family grew to 5 generations on 10/5/15. Pictured above are 
Great Grandma Susan Agosta Cahan, Northern Solano Lodge 1534, Grandma 
Lisa Cahan Hanson, Gold Country Lodge 2705, Great-Great Grandma Josephine 
Agosta, Beatrie Portinari Lodge 1626, Dad Joseph Foote, Gold Country Lodge 
2705 and baby Nicklaus Foote, Gold County Lodge 2705.

 

 

 

Anderlini & McSweeney LLP 
 

 
• Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning 
• Significant Personal Injury     
• Commercial & Personal Litigation 
• Corporate & Partnership Law 
• Employment Law 
• Business Formation, Development & Transactions 
• Real Estate & Construction Law 
• Automotive Law 
• Professional/Liability/Malpractice 
• Insurance Law 
• Elder Abuse 
 

Terry Anderlini is past president of the State Bar of 
California and has been serving satisfied clients for over 40 
years. 

 
411 Borel Avenue, Suite 501 
San Mateo, California 94402 

(650) 212-0001 
tanderlini@amlawoffice.com 

 
Terry Anderlini is a member of the Columbia Lodge # 1940 

 

Mangia.....Come join us for 
dinner on Sunday, June 12th. 
On the menu: Spaghetti with 
pork tenderloin and gravy. 
Chairs for this dinner are 
Pamela Bini and Rick Branch. 
Social Time starts at 4 and 
dinner is served at 5:30 p.m. 
Please call for a reservation. 
Adeline 642-3486/334-6480 or 
Josephine 642-1658/328-2610 
$15.00 for adults, $7.50 for 
children (12 and under).

State Convention, June 
23-25, in Sparks, NV. We look 
forward to renewing old ac-
quaintances and making new 
ones. Every lodge member 
is welcome to attend the ses-
sions and learn what is on the 
horizon for OSIA and what we 
have accomplished.

Essere Bene ed Eserre 
Felici!

Become a Sponsor
of Il Leone!
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2016 Scholarship Winners

Student to Italy
Arianna Pizzuti

Grand Lodge of California
Italian Club of San Diego

Student to Italy
Luke Lindgren

Grand Lodge of California
Italian Club of San Diego

Donato Cipponeri
Bob Trinchero

Perpetual Scholarship
$5,000

Chiara De Santis
Salvatori Memorial

$5,000

Ryan Locatelli
Ena Moresco Memorial 

Scholarship
$3,000

Jack Powers Shea
San Mateo Columbus Day 

Committee
$3,000

Andrew Dobrowski
Memory of Deceased Members

$2,500

Dominic Tanzillo
Memory of Pete Uccelli

$2,500

Robert Kutz
In Memory of Terry Watson

$2,500

Katrina Smullin
Dan & Adua D’Amico Trust

$2,500

Gabrielle Taylor
Memory of Mario Moro

$2,500

Raul Lemus
In Honor of David Prisco

$2,500

Cory Peoples
Memory of Lorenzo Peluso 

& Al Scali
$1,000

Celia Patrica Janes
Greg & Carol Amendola 

Memorial
$1,000

Isabella Mejia
Centinela Valley Car Show

$1,000

Emilio Nunziati
In Memory of Caroline Allen

$1,000

Francesca Sophia Laskero
In Honor of Joe La Banca

$1,000

Jade Jasmine Hurley
Grand Lodge Scholarship 

Central
$1,000

Tyler Davis
Grand Lodge Scholarship

South
$1,000

Sarah Willis
Grand Lodge Scholarship 

North
$1,000
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2016 Scholarship Winners

Congratulations 2016 Scholarship Winners!

Gianfranco Filice
Virginia Linda Memorial 

Scholarship
$1,000

Katelyn Stagnaro
In Memory of Peter Tubiolo

$1,000

Sarah Di Michele
Besozzi Memorial

$1,000

Sabrina Marie Nelson
Deceased Members

Central Valley
$1,000

Giancarlo Orlando
Honor of Hacienda Lodge 

Members
$1,000

Coral Gangiano
In Honor of Anaheim Lodge 

Members
$500

Giuliana Gaglianone
Honor of Ruth Costa

$500

Matthew Caballero
Memory of America Lodge

Deceased Members
$500

Amanda Bishop
Centinela Valley Car Show

$500

Dominic Zoldak
In Honor of Lelia Giacomazzi

$500

Jennifer Dilley
Honor of Andy Siri

$500
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That’s it folks, summers 
upon us, and we’re closing 
the doors the end of May, 
till the first Wednesday in 
October, and, yes, the season 
flew by. The season ends on 
a great note as our President 
Joe LaPorta is vastly healed, 
not completely, but damn 
close! And it is so important 
to say here that the members 
and volunteers rose to the 
task at hand to help Joe, and 
kept the Lodge functioning 
as usual seamlessly. They all 
have our deep thanks and us-
ing first names only we thank; 
Lori, Laurie, Jeff, Patti, Renee, 
Angela and of course those 
that I forgot to mention, and 
they have my apologies for 
my lapse of memory! And 
our rooster of entertainers led 
by our Lodge Vice President 
Frank DiSalvo were there 
week in and week out keeping 
the place hopping and happy. 
You’re all amazing! 

We sure went out with the 
proverbial “blaze of glory” at 
this year’s 39th Annual Hon-
oree dinner/dance gala at the 
Indian Wells Resort Hotel on 
April 17th. I simply won’t be 
able to glorify what an amaz-
ing evening it was, it was 
that great of an evening! Our 
honoree Arnold Capitanelli, a 
man of love, songs and glori-
ous humor, was so deserving 
it was an honor to have him 
the recipient. He would tell 
you the award was really for 
his lovely wife of sixty years, 
Jackie, as much as it was for 
him! They’re just an incred-
ible team. 

Our State President Lynn 
Lawrence-Murphy and her 
husband attended the gala, 
and she spoke. Our own Pat-
rick Evans was emcee/Master 
of Ceremonies, and Frank 
DiSalvo and his Swing Band 
provided the entertainment. 
And when it comes to en-
tertainment, you know with 
Frankie and his friends it’s 
going to be amazing. The first 
award for Arnold was a com-
memorative plaque from Rose 
Kingsley and manager Norm 
Miller of the first pressing of 
her new CD, which featured a 
song penned by Arnold! 

Arnold was introduced to 
the crowd at hand by his ador-
ing daughters, and awarded 
his Honoree award by our 
President Joe LaPorta. Then 
Arnold sang a love song to 
his wife Jackie, which was 
in a word lovely! I wrote 
extensively about Arnold 
in our April newsletter, and 
his amazing career, which 
included co-writing so many 
giant hit songs, sung by a host 

Dolly Sinatra Lodge #2400
Palm Springs, CA

by Andy Casey

of world class singers! And so 
importantly too, his passion 
for helping others made him 
a most worthy recipient!

The first entertainer to the 
floor for the show after the 
awards was Larry Delrose. 
You really can’t categorize 
Larry! He comes to the stage, 
with a certain swagger, a pur-
pose that signals, this is going 
to be good! He explains to you 
what he’s going to do, grins, 
and then does it, with author-
ity and oodles of talent! And 
you’re just enthralled with 
him, because in addition to the 
above it’s going to be some-
thing different. Mostly, that 
is... I refer you to two weeks 
ago at a Wednesday Lodge 
program, and he told us he 
was going out of the mode of 
the ordinary, and then sang a 
song last done by one Clar-
ence “Frogman” Henry called 
, “(I don’t know why) But I 
Do”, which was a hit back in 
1961. You remembered the 
song, but who knew the lyrics, 
well, Larry did, and I can’t get 
it out of my head since!

Now Larry comes up at the 
gala, and after doing “That’s 
Life” he reverts back to true 
form and does some song he 
heard in a San Diego night 
club. First he puts his “shirt 
collar up” then unbuttons 
his shirt, puts on an “Elvis” 
smirk, and does a song about 
Elvis wannabe singers, which 
includes the titles of fifteen 
Elvis songs, and then left the 
stage without doing any ac-
tual Elvis songs. That’s Larry 
in a nutshell. 

Over lunch the other day he 
explained to me he searched 
the internet for days before 
locating the song writer, and 
then buying it and the accom-
panying music. That’s Larry, 
and the extremes he goes to 
do things that attract him, and 
he does them very very good!

And, Larry, has done it his 
way since moving to the des-
ert 36 years ago with his wife 
of 40 years, Sandy, and his two 
daughters. Since here he stays 
busy, He wrote a book, “Direc-
tions To A Happy Life”, which 
does exactly that, through 
his observations about, well 
almost everything, which is 
the quintessential Larry! He 
co-wrote and coproduced a 
major movie “Night Club”, 
which he also appeared in. His 
film company is called Italian 
American Films. Now all this 
coming from a man that es-
sentially retired in 2000. Aren’t 
we glad he didn’t! And better 
yet how fortunate for us that 
he is a member of our Lodge!

Back to you in November!

 From left, Patrick Evans, Joe. LaPorta, Honoree Arnold Capitanelli, Lynn 
Lawrence-Murphy at presentation.

Arnold singing to his wife Jackie at presentation!

Arnold and Jackie with author 
Andy Casey.

Our President Joe LaPorta with 
State President Lynn Lawrence-
Murphy.

Cesare
Battisti

Lodge #1518
Petaluma, CA

by Les Villanyi
We are sad to report the 

passing of long time member 
Leo Lavio on May 2. A mem-
ber since 1958, Leo embodied 
the old time Italian American 
who could cook for hundreds 
of people, give of himself tire-
lessly to various Sons of Italy 
lodges and other fraternal or-
ganizations, and raise a large 
and successful family.

Leo and his family staffed 
many of our larger dinners, 
professionally creating de-
licious food, serving, and 
cleaning up. The Lavio family 
sponsored and staffed the an-
nual Christmas Party, serving 
polenta and stew to hundreds 
of people every December.

Leo had been a lodge of-
ficer for decades in various 
positions, finishing up as 
Orator. He was also a State 
Trustee of the North a number 
of years ago.

Our sincere condolences 
to Leo's wife, Josephine, and 
their children and grandchil-
dren, and to Elsie Albertoni, 
his twin sister, and her family.

Happy Father's Day!
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This issue’s photo is one of 
the best of Helen Zanella our 
Recording Secretary at her re-
tirement luncheon at Mario’s 
in Mountain View. It shows 
her as she always is, cheer-
ful and a ready quip to share 
with us all. Rose Marenco took 
the photo and it was one of 
thoseinspirational moments. 
Thanks so much, Rose, for 
your talent.

The traditional stuffed 
shell dinner made by Paula 
Chidichimo with her family 
recipe was a big hit with us all. 
Rumor has it that it was better 
than ever, which is quite an 
accomplishment since it’s al-
ways the best! Carlo Marenco 
brought one of his specialties 
for dessert, his orange biscotti 
and President Rosalia Mar-
garit brought Neapolitan ice 
cream – how Italian is that!

It was especially great to 
see two of our newest mem-
bers at the dinner. Joe and 
Mary Lou Cirina were on 
hand for the specialties of our 
Lodge. Once you share our 
dinners and our fellowship 

William Paca Lodge #1960
Mountain View, CA

by Carolyn Franklin

you know why you’re Ital-
ian – you’re one of the special 
favorites of Fate. We look for-
ward to see you often, Joe and 
Mary Lou.

But, the best is yet to come. 
We are hoping to have a din-
ner created and served by the 
Junior members in July. All 
the youngest Italians in the 
Lodge will design the menu 
and prepare the meal. This will 
give them some practice in un-
derstanding how tradition and 
fellowship in the kitchen make 
for good memories and fun.

Speaking of memories, 
when Marco Marenco was 6 
spending some time at “home” 
in Italy, he had foccaia brushed 
with olive oil and a sprinkle 
of salt for breakfast every 
morning. It was served warm 
and washed down with coffee 
with milk. What a wonderful 
memory!

According to Rose, Carlo is 
still working on the magic of 
the right “touch” to make this 
for Marco – but he’s getting 
closer with every try! Darmi 
buono se ne vuoi buono!

Helen Zanella holding the certificate she was given for her years of service 
because she resigned her position after all the years as recording secretary.

Roma Lodge held its 82nd annual ravioli dinner at the Tulare 
TDES Hall on May 7th. Serving over 750 people, a delicious meal 
of ravioli, spaghetti, chicken, green beans, salad and dessert 
kept a long time tradition of providing great Italian food to the 
community a tradition of Roma Lodge #1573. 

Over 40 members assisted co-chairs Cathy Mederos, Kathy 
Briano, Ken Curti along with Charlie Pitigliano who super-
vised the making of 60 gallons of delicious sauce, Vince Sola 
prepared the green beans, Michael DePaoli, Mike Saltzman, 
Joseph Goni and Matt Watkins cooked the chicken, Dominic 
and Michael Pitigliano headed up the group that cooked the 
ravioli and spaghetti. Mary Louise Yribarren organized the 
serving lines and Melissa Mederos took care of the takeouts. 
Roma Lodge Queen Gabrielle Benedetti served as the official 
host for the event. 

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto

Roma Lodge presented their annual scholarship winners for 
2016. Frances Della, scholarship chair, presented recipients with 
their certificates at the May meeting with over 80 members and 
guests present. Each winner will also be presented certificates 
at their high school scholarship ceremonies at their respective 
high schools. 

Roma Lodge scholarship chair Frances Della presented scholarships to 
area high school students. (l-r) Alexa Romanazzi-Tulare Western, 
Madalyn Vieira-Tulare Western, Nickolas Griesbach-Tulare 
Western, Lauren Costa-Reedley High School, Ashlyn Della-
Harmony Magnet School, Darian Roeber-Hanford High. Not 
Pictured Keegan Dutto, LeGrande High, LeGrande, Oregon.   

Kent Gomes (right)and Louie Benedetti staff the serving lines at the 
ravioli dinner. 

(l-r) Dawn Dutto, Fay Taylor and Joann Beecher prepare salads for 
the annual dinner

Colombo Stella
Lodge #1149

Fresno, CA
by Olivia DeLiddo Gallegos, 

President

Hello to all. Happy Father’s 
Day to all our dads. Personally, 
I had the greatest dad in the 
world. I also think my kids had 
the same blessing with their 
dad. I wish all the dad’s a day 
of peace and happiness.

It has been a busy month for 
us. We are trying prepare for 
the summer. We like to have 
some fun, so we will be orga-
nizing another Bingo night, 
or something fun for all. Our 
youth will be out of school, so 
we will be doing a Zoo outing 
and BBQ for them. We have 
several more donations to give 
out this summer and we are 
in full swing with the Concert 
Series.

I am preparing to go to Con-
vention in Sparks. We always 
have a good time, after all the 
work gets done and it will be 
nice to see old friends again. I 
will write a full report shortly 
after I return.

Richard and I went to Enrico 
Caruso in Visalia for the annual 
United Lodges Luncheon and 
to give our donation to the 
Birth Defects Library at Valley 
Children’s. Dr Susan Winter 
was there and accepted more 
than $7,000.00 in donations 
from the local lodges, including 
$1,500.00 from ColomboStella.

I am so proud of our Lodge. 
We are the smallest lodge and 
we were able to give such a 
big donation. I will write more 
about the details next month. 
I will say it was not well at-
tended. I’m not sure if everyone 
understands how important it 
is to support other lodges and 
events. The money we raise for 
the charities are from the raffles 
we have. United Lodges makes 
a donation for all of our local 
lodges, in addition to what the 
lodges give individually. So it is 
important we be there to help 
each other.

I know some of you will be 
vacationing this summer. If you 
must miss a meeting, please 
call me or a board member. We 
generally eat before we start 
our meetings, and if we know 
in advance that you will not be 
there, we know not to wait for 
you. This is for our regulars. 
Please give us this courtesy 
in advance. Thank you to the 
members that do call. I appre-
ciate it. Every meeting is a pot-
luck, so please if you brought a 
side dish last month, this month 
bring an entree, next month a 
dessert. Try to rotate.

Next meeting, we’ll be vot-
ing on who to make donations 
to at Convention. If you want 
your voice heard, come to the 
meeting. Until next time, Ciao!
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Become a
Sponsor

of Il Leone!

Reproduced from the weekly "Mini Relax."
For a subscription "sies@siesnet.it"

Answers page 17

Sons of Italy Shirts 

*****Price Reduction***** 
          Ladies Shirts Now $15                  Men’s Shirts Now $10 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                        

 

To place your order, please call State Recording Secretary Lori Rossi at 

 (209) 404-1883 or e-mail her at: loriatthegrandlodge@gmail.com 

For some reason my May 
article did not get published 
last month but my photos 
did! So here is a somewhat 
updated version.

Another Annual Spaghetti 
Dinner is behind us and I am 
happy to report it was a suc-
cess. Our members put their 
hearts into this event year 
after year and it truly creates a 
festive atmosphere that brings 
so many folks out to enjoy 
it! This year members of our 
local 4-H Group worked as 
waiters serving hundreds of 
salads, bread, plates of spa-
ghetti and meatballs and ice 
cream!

They did a terrific job, 
smiling the whole day! What 
a wonderful group of young 
people they are! We also need 
to say thank you to member 
Joe Azzarito for organizing 
the car show in conjunction 
with our Spaghetti Dinner 
and the local car clubs and 
individuals that brought their 
gorgeous classic cars out for 
all to enjoy! Proceeds from 
this all day fundraiser are ear 
marked for scholarships for 
local high school graduating 
seniors.

Planning and plotting the 
next big thing is always going 
on in our lodge. The annual 
Golf Tournament will be held 
on Monday, October 17, 2016 
at Butte Creek Country Club. 
Save the date, this fundrais-
er also benefits the Western 
Foundation!

Our Donation Committee 
presented their suggestions 
to our lodge officers who 
approved six local non-prof-
it organizations to receive 
funds from our Lodge. The 
organizations chosen were 
North Valley Catholic Social 
Services $1000.00, Western 
Foundation $1000.00; Kush-
ner’s Foundation, Handi-Rid-
ers $1135.50, The Esplanade 
House $1000.00, and the Little 
Red Hen stores $1000.00.

Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
Chico, CA

by Jeanne Smith

We were fortunate at our 
last meeting to have a local 
entrepreneur. Michael Fenizio, 
give us a demonstration of his 
hand made Ravioli Rolling 
Pins. They are manufactured 
from maple, walnut, madrone 
and cherry wood here in 
Chico, and then hand finished. 
As you can imagine they are 
beautiful. Michael is Italian 
and lived in Boston. If this 
interests you visit his website 
at www.repastsupplyco.com 
. He also sells them locally 
here in Chico at Zucchini and 
Vine or they can be found at 
William-Sonoma Stores.

There were a couple of real-
ly good articles in the Il Leone 
in May. One that I thought was 
very good was News from the 
South written by State 3rd 
Vice President Ted Seibel. He 
emphasized how important 
it is to give credence to every 
new idea that is suggested. All 
too often members walk away 
feeling discouraged when 
their suggestion is dismissed 
out of hand. The other was 
the article by Tony Ricevuto, 
Commission for Social Justice. 
In the 4th paragraph he also 
discusses this same theme, 
how important it is to bring in 
young members and listen to 
their ideas on reinventing our 
programs to provide interest-
ing activities and fundraisers.

Our Lodge sincerely wish-
es the Grand Lodge of Califor-
nia a productive and success-
ful Convention! Albeit neces-
sary, some of the sessions can 
be a bit tedious, although most 
are very enlightening and give 
the attendees a fresh view of 
our Mission which is preserv-
ing our Italian heritage and 
customs and recognizing and 
promoting the contributions 
and accomplishments Italian-
Americans have made as im-
migrants to the United States 
of America through the years!

To all you wonderful Dads!
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COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING  
LETTER TO YOUR FAMILY: 

 
I’m sorry to have left you without  
making any final arrangements. 

   
The reason I didn’t do this  

when I had the chance was…  
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

The Italian Cemetery 
Stewards of Your Family’s Heritage Since 1899

ww.ItalianCemetery.com
650-755-1511

Rodolfo Valentino
Lodge #1449
Clovis, Calif. Sons of Italy  

Carole Watson, President; Lou Catallo, Historian; 
lcatallo@aol.com 

Month of May: Our Pot Luck Supper featured fried chicken, pasta with meatballs; roast pork 
in skillet, salad; mixed salad; an assortment of pies; cakes and lemon cookies.  Thank you to all 
that helped.

Month of June: We will again feature a Pot Luck Supper, so, keep bringing those great dishes. 
Central San Joaquin Valley Sons of Italy Quarterly 

Meeting: A three member delegation attended this 
function in Visalia to support the efforts of the Central 
Valley Children’s Hospital. The Central Valley Lodge’s 
interest is in providing funds to keep the Children’s 
Defects Library functional and up to date. This year, 
our lodge contributed over ten pounds of soda can tabs, 
plus a direct cash contribution of $1,000; the Central 
Lodge, all together, contributed $7,350. Our lodge 
President, Carol Watson made her presentation directly 
to Dr. Susan Winters, who works with the children at 
the hospital. Dr. Winters also provided a presentation 
to describe the different types of birth defects that she 
works on and for which she is striving to find cures or 
medication to mitigate the problems that each child 

experiences. See the photo at left.
Robertha Matranga:  It is with a sad heart that we report the passing of our Chaplain of many 

years, Roberta Matranga; she had joined the Sons of Italy fifty three years ago when she resided 
in Sacramento, and she immediately joined our lodge when she arrived in the Clovis area. Born 
in Appleton, Wisconsin in 1917, she had a degree from Kansas 
State University and an MBA from the University of Oklahoma in 
Institutional Nutrition. She taught at Sacramento University and 
was the lead dietitian at the Methodist Hospital in Sacramento. 
Her character was fun-loving, and she was “crafty”, meaning 
she enjoyed all sorts of hands-on arts and crafts projects; many 
of us still cherish the hand embossed towels that she made for us. 
When computers first started coming into industry in the 1980s 
and 90s, she immediately began to learn all about them. When 
our lodge would enter our float in the Clovis Rodeo Parades, she 
was always ready to join in, using her scooter to zoom from one 
side of the parade route to the other while handing out candy for 
the kids. She was always the biggest hit for this event, usually 
getting standing ovations from us and the crowds. She will be 
sorely missed. 

A good education costs a lot of money, but then, so does ignorance –Claus Moser. This year, 
Kyla Christian received our lodge’s scholarship award, while Robert Kutz received the Carol 
Watson award. Call our Scholarship Committee Chair, Isabel Ronzano, at (559) 297-0851, for 
information on this topic. The Deadlines: for Clovis Lodge scholarships, March 31, 2017, for next 
year; for California State Grand Lodge Scholarships: March 1, 2017 for next year; and for National 
scholarships the date is generally November to February of any year (for more information go to 
https://www.osia.org/students/scholarships.php. 

Join Us: If you have friends or family that are looking for good fellowship and a place to hang 
out on the third Monday of each month, invite them to join you at our meetings, 6:30 PM, at Notre 
Dame Hall, 333 8th Street, at DeWitt Avenue.  We feature short meetings, great companionship, and 
superb food. Our web site is http://rodolfovalentinolodge.com/.  

C. Colombo Lodge #1315
Antioch, CA

by Zelda LeFrak-Belleci

Don’t be impressed by money,
followers, degrees, and titles.
Do be impressed by generosity,
integrity, humility and kindness.
– Unknown

Mary Lucido, state queen candidate, was recently honored by a fundraiser 
hosted by her lodge, C. Colombo of Antioch. Mary is the first queen candidate 
in 90 years of  C. Colombo's hostory. Seen above is the freshman honor student 
at Sacramento State University being congraulated by her nana, also named 
Mary Lucido.

C. Colombo Lodge recently held a fundaiser on behalf of its queen candidate 
Mary Lucido. The sellout crowd was served an Italian chicken dinner cooked by 
an all Italian crew in the kitchen. Pictured above: Tomas Lucia, Dave Costanza, 
Mike Giambona, Paul Flores, Gwen Davi and Cissy Davi.

Mary Lucido, state queen candidate, was recently honored by a fundraiser 
hosted by her lodge, C. Colombo of Antioch. Mary is the first queen candidate 
in 90 years of  C. Colombo's hostory. Seen above is the freshman honor student 
at Sacramento State University being congraulated by her nana, also named 
Mary Lucido.

The news we've all been waiting for, the announcement of the 2016-17 Grand 
Lodge Queen and the Court. Pictured above are members of C. Colombo Lodge 
when they found out that Mary Lucido had won the contest. Right in the center 
is the woman who spearheaded the campaign, Mary's grandmother, "Nana" 
Mary Lucido.
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Puzzle answers from page 13

Roseville Lodge #1413
Roseville, CA

by Yvonne  Vanoni

At the May 19th  dinner 
meeting of Roseville Lodge, 
President Marlene Cristanelli 
presented Bruno Novi a cer-
tificate of recognition for 53 
years of faithful service in 
Sons of Italy.  Present with him 
were his wife, Giueseppina, 
daughter Sandra and his two 
grandchildren, Martina  and 
Nick Ferri.  35 members were 
present for a Cornish game 
hen dinner with roasted pota-
toes and vegetables preceded 
by trays of cold cuts, bread 
and green salad, completed 
with Armando Dianda’s  deli-
cious fresh fruit  tarts.

President Marlene dis-
played a Resolution by The 
City of Roseville signed by the 

Mayor congratulating us on 
our 90-year anniversary.

Roseville Lodge invites all 
Sons of Italy members and 
guests to participate in a bocce 
tournament nd barbeque to 
benefit  Western  Foundation 
charities. The event, chaired 
by Louie Lodi, will be held 
on Sunday, June 12, 2016 at 
East Portal Park, 1120 Rodeo 
Way and M St. in Sacramento.  
Check-in time is 8:30 a.m.; 
tournament starts at 9:00 with 
barbeque at Noon.  Bring your 
4-man team or we will assign 
you a team.  Make checks pay-
able to Western Foundation.  
For more information call 
Louie Lodi:  916-996-5634

Enrico Caruso 
Lodge #1453

Visalia, CA

The Visalia lodge has been 
very active these last few 
months. We had a St. Joseph’s 
luncheon and donated the 
proceeds to the Bethlehem 
Center. They provide meals 
for the poor in Visalia. Then 
we had our annual Spaghet-
ti Dinner. In between, we 
had fundraiser for our lodge 
queen. I was happy to see that 
after all that hard work, our 
Lodge Queen, Christina Bi-
anco, is the Grand Lodge Miss 
California. Then we hosted 
the annual United Lodge Lun-
cheon for Valley Children’s 
Hospital. Valley Children’s 
Hospital made a presentation 
on the work they do there. We 
donated $500. All these func-
tions were done by volunteers 
from our lodge. Our lodge 
gave out nine Scholarships to 
local High School graduates. 
One was for $750 and the 
other eight were for $500. We 
are having a Scholarship Din-
ner on July 9th to honor these 
students and their parents. 
See you at the convention in 
Sparks, Nevada.

Ciao
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The Eureka Lodge celebrated our semi annual Polenta Feed 
on April 23rd.  Twice a year our lodge gets together and prepares 
and serves Chicken and Polenta to about 300 folks.  These Fund-
raisers are the main source of revenue for our Scholarships. This 
year we awarded four $1000 scholarships, the awards ceremony 
will be next month. 

Eureka Lodge #1274
Eureka, CA

by Heidi Benzonelli, 
State Deputy Eureka Lodge

If you are interested in attending any of our Lodge’s Events or 
you would like to reach us directly, like us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/Order.Sons.of.Italy.Eureka

From the left,  Rex Bohn and Johnny Salizzoni, getting warmed up!

Nick Giannini and  Betty and Gene Senestraro getting the chicken 
ready.

The Absolutely Fabulous Richard Luzzi,  getting it done!

Nick Giannini,  stirring polenta.

The beginning of the Month in Eureka marked a very sad 
occasion for our lodge.  We are still adjusting to the unexpected 
passing of our Mistress of Ceremony Anita Pera. Anita had been 
an active member of the Eureka Lodge for 58 years.   The lodge 
members’ prayers support and love are with Gioabbo , her be-
loved husband who came from Italy 55 years ago to marry Anita

Gioabbo and Anita Pera at the Sons of Italy Anniversary Dinner.

Giuseppe 
Mazzini 

Lodge #1441 
Fremont, CA

by Linda Abronzino

The Lodge delegates are 
getting ready to attend the 
State Convention in Sparks. 
Mary Meiring, Sandra Bet-
tencourt and Gina Lo Vec-
chio will be representing our 
Lodge. Speaking of Gina she 
and her committee did a great 
job at our May Pizza dinner 
meeting.

Ducks for Bucks’ The 
Lodge made $276 thanks to 
the members that sponsored 
a rubber duck at the race. No 
one from the lodge won a 
prize but it was our first time 
participating and it looks like 
it will not be our last. It was 
decided to donate $100 to the 
youth at the convention this 
year to help with their ex-
penses and the balance went 
into starting a scholarship 
fund in the lodge. Susan Dun-
sford has volunteer to help on 
this committee and she will 
be looking for others to par-
ticipate. A container of sorts 
will brought each meeting for 
anyone who wants to make a 
donation to the fund. So far 
we are over $150 dollars.

Going to be a quiet few 
months for the lodge as we 
do not have meetings in July 
and August.

Upcoming events in the 
months to come – details 
forthcoming as we get closer 
to the dates.

Mark on your calendar 
and details will be sent out 
as we get closer to each date.

September 2; Dinner Meeting, 
Pot Luck.
October 7 – Annual BBQ fun-
draiser. Great fundraiser for 
the lodge and not to mention 
the great food, music and fun. 
More details Forthcoming
November 4 – Italian Dinner 
Night. The Lodge decided to 
do this again so I guess this is 
our 2nd Annual Italian Night 
Dinner/Meeting
December 4 – Annual Christ-
mas Party at Spin-a-yarn.

Wishing you all a very 
Happy Safe and Fun Sum-
mer. Happy Birthday to all 
our summer birthday babies.
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In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Scarves for sale from Grand Lodge  
$15.00 each inc postage

The melodic sound of a 
beautiful piano accordion 
sweetly welcomed us as we 
entered the dining hall.  Clas-
sic Italian tunes were happily 
played by special guest Tony 
Mustaro, while we filled the 
room with joyful conversa-
tion, excited spirits, and hun-
gry bellies - happily anxious 
to experience what was in 
store for us for the evening.   
Our dinner on May 17th was 
indeed a special occasion as it 
marked the 69th anniversary 
of our Valley of the Moon 
Lodge.

 President Paul Grant 
opened the evening by grate-
fully thanking all who have 
continued to work so hard for 
our organization and all who 
have diligently given so much 
to our special community.  He 
then announced several veter-
an members who have loyally 
remained with our chapter for 
many years and thanked them 
by honoring each with spe-
cial gifts.  Among these hon-
ored long-time members were 
Newt Dal Pogetto (66-year 
member), Nilda Mulas (66-
year member), Phyllis Serafini 
(60-year member), Lloyd Ste-
fani (50-year member), Marie 
Davis (47-year member), John 
Musilli (43-year member), 
Gary Hermes (38-year mem-
ber), Jake Quiring (36-year 
member), Josephine Grant 
(32-year member), Clarence 
Gerhardt (27-year member), 
Ric Maffioli (26-year member) 
and Eleanor Berto (25-year 
member).  Wow!!  It was ab-
solutely incredible to see so 
many dedicated Valley of the 
Moon Lodge family members.  

After announcing these 
truly special Sons of Italy 
members to a very chatty 
crowd of Italians, President 
Paul Grant handed the micro-
phone over to 66-year member 
Newt Dal Pogetto who gen-
erously shared a few words 
with us.  “Ever since I joined 
here, everybody’s been talk-
ing!” Newt joked as the chatty 
crowd suddenly became as-
tute listeners.  “In 1950, I 
came back to Sonoma from 
law school and have been a 
member ever since.  It’s been 
fun to see it grow - especially 
the dinners - and it has been 

Valley of the Moon Lodge #1959
Sonoma, CA

by Ellen Toscano
ellentoscano@gmail.com

a pleasure to live here and be 
part of this community.”

 These special long-
time veteran members were 
the first to receive their dinner 
plates for the evening which 
consisted of pesto rigatoni, 
chicken parmigiana with red 
sauce, garlic bread, green 
beans, and Caesar salad.  Hats 
off to guest chef Len Poli and 
crew - it was, as always, abso-
lutely delicious!  

After dinner, President 
Paul Grant announced yet 
another special guest that was 
among us - one of our high 
school senior Sons of Italy 
scholarship winners, Sabrina.  
When asked what her plans 
are and how she will be using 
her scholarship winnings, she 
shared that she plans to study 
abroad in Italy for a semester 
(that was obviously a crowd 
pleaser) and after attending 
a 4-year college, her goal is to 
continue on to medical school.  
Sabrina, on behalf of all of us 
at the Valley of the Moon Sons 

of Italy chapter, we wish you 
the very best of luck!  

We would also like to 
warmly welcome our newest 
members, John Addeo and 
Joel Haggard. Congratula-
tions on joining our wonder-
ful community and we are so 
happy to have you as part of 
the “family!”

For those of you who want 
to experience a lot of laughter 
and the delicious cuisine of 
our culinary artist Beth Bru-
zonne and her dream team, 
please join us at our dinner 
next month on June 21st.  Get 
your appetites ready because 
we will be enjoying heavenly 
ravioli as our main course.  As 
always, “Happy Hour” starts 
at 5pm, dinner will be served 
at 6pm, and our meeting will 
begin at 7:30 pm.  As always, 
a raffle will be included in our 
evening as well as excellent 
company and a whole lot of 
smiles!  Please make reserva-
tions with Karen Carroll: 707-
938-1295.   Ciao!

Special guest, Tony Mustaro set the mood at our May dinner with his mag-
nificent accordion talent.

Several long-time members of our chapter were honored. From left to right: Jo-
sephine Grant (32 yrs), Marie Davis (47 yrs), Eleanor Berto (25 yrs), President 
Paul Grant, and Newt Dal Pogetto (66 yrs).

Happy 69th Anniversary to the Valley of the Moon Lodge!



JUNE 2016 IL LEONE PAGE 19

LODGE DIRECTORY
AMERICA

LODGE No. 1609
Anniv. Nov. 20, 1931

LA HABRA
PRES. LINDA ENNEMAN

641 S. Gilbert St.
Anaheim, CA 92804
Phone:(714) 309-6112

Email:  llee1975@aol.com 
Rec. Secty. Tina Forte
16008 Ocean Avenue

Whittier, CA 90604 
Phone: (562) 943-6670

Email: tna4tay@twc.com
Meets 3rd Sun. 1:30 p.m.
101 West La Habra Blvd.

La Habra, CA 90631

ANAHEIM
LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. EVA LAVEZZARI

6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone (714) 897-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Frances 
D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808
Phone:  (714) 637-6075

Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meets 4th Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Anaheim Lodge Hall
250 E. Center Street
Anaheim, CA 92805

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA  94590
Phone:  (707) 552-7474

Rec. Secty. Melanie 
Rushing

216 Jepson Way
Vacaville, CA 95688

Phone:  (707) 449-1196
Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: dspires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. EDNA ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969

Email: esposnca@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Irene Hippe

1217 Rio Grande Ct.
Antioch, CA 94509

Phone: (925) 757-9168
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.

Antioch Senior Center
415 W. Second Street

Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES.  ANNETTE PORTER
19310 Ronald Ave.

Torrance, CA  90503
Phone: (310) 371-1041

Email:  ampdynomom@aol.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Tues. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES. LES VILLANYI
417 Redrock Way

Petaluma, CA 94954
Phone: (707) 778-9370

Email: vlaszlo5319@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Anna Biggio

125 Roque Moraes
Mill Valley, CA 94941
Phone:(415) 388-1998

Email: sonoioann@gmail.com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 8:00 p.m.

Petaluma Community Center
(Lucchesi Park)

320 N. McDowell Blvd. 
Petaluma, CA 94954

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. JOHN NARDI
861 Edgewood Rd

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 363-0120

email: janardi@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Louise Ghiorzi

272 Avalon Drive
So. San Francisco, CA 94080
Email: nonnaluisa@att.net

 Phone: (650) 583-3286
Meets 4th, Tues. 7:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall 
1159 Bush St. 
San Carlos, CA

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO GALLEGOS
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 251-5992
Rec. Secty. Richard Gallegos Jr.

6577 E Kerckhoff Ave.
Fresno, CA  93727

Phone: (559) 251-5992
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall
3509 North First St.
Fresno, CA 93721

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. LINDA DE PALMA

3145 Turk Blvd. #202
San Francisco, CA 94118
Phone: (415) 742-4160

Email:mammadepalma@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Josephine Longhitano

c/o Linda De Palma
3145 Turk Blvd. #202

San Francisco, CA 94118
Phone: (415) 742-4160
Meets 2nd Tues. 7 p.m.
3145 Turk Blvd #202

San Francisco, CA  94118

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty. Amy Hobbs 
3930 Peregrine Circle

Reno, NV 89508
Phone: (775) 750-9995

Email: amyhobbs76@yahoo.com
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LARRY RISNER 
2350 Bella Vista Ave.
 Martinez, Ca 94553

Phone: (925) 372-6599
Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd

225 Rainbow Dr.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Sun. 2:30 p.m.
Chilpancingo Vista Apartments

102 Chilpancingo Pkwy.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

DIAMOND VALLEY 
LODGE No. 2991

Anniv. Jan. 23, 2016
HEMET, CA

PRES. JOE SCARSELLA
5001 W Florida Ave. #764

Hemet, CA 92545
Phone: (951)217-6303

Email: scarsellajoe@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Lorraine Scarsella
5001 W Florida Ave. #764

Hemet, CA 92545
Phone: (951)217-6303

Email: scarsellajoe@gmail.com
Meets 3rd  Wed. 7:00 p.m.

American Legion Hall
124 N. Ramona St.
Hemet, CA   92543

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. CARMINE BAFFO
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (760) 885-8256

Email:carminnie@earthlink.net
Rec. Secty. Minnie Baffo

19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (760) 885-8256

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Emeritus at Apple Valley        

11825 Apple Valley
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOE LAPORTA
1536 Enclave Way

Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.com
Rec. Secty. Julia D’Elia

2060 Rochelle Ave.
Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: (760) 327-1763

Email: jades1453@aol.com
Meets 2nd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 11, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. NICK NOTARNICOLA
2074 W. Marinette
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: (559) 592-2240
Email: nickno@verizon.net

Rec. Secty. Maureen Bianco
1801 Manor Drive
Visalia, Ca 93291

Phone: (559) 732-0700
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. EDDIE FORNARI MORGAN
1812 McFarlan St.
Eureka, CA  95501

Phone: (707) 268-1190
Rec. Secty. Madeline Stagnoli

1925 “G” Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Phone: (707) 444-9550
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

6th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. JAMES HILL
3196 Hawthorn St.

San Diego, Ca 92104
Phone:  (619) 280-5554
Rec. Secty. Sid Tamburine

1925 Circle Park Lane.
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone:  (858) 537-9878
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 P.M.

GIUSEPPE MAZZINI
LODGE No. 2011

Anniv. Dec. 10, 1950
FREMONT

PRES. MARY MEIRING
1401 Red Hawk Cir. #K104

Fremont, CA 94539
Phone (510) 739-3881

Rec. Secty. Gina LoVecchio
32518 Lake Chabot St. 

Fremont, CA 94555
Phone:  (510) 471-0374

Email: gelyfish18@gmail.com
Meets 1st Fri. 6:30 p.m.

Newark Pavilion
6430 Thornton Ave.
Newark, CA 94560

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. JOHN MENICUCCI
2050 Ives Ave.

Reno, NV 89503
Phone:  (775) 747-6518

Email: s.menicucci@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Marianne Campbell

1660 Medolla Dr.
Sparks, NV 89434

Phone:  (775) 971-4956
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. JOHN STAITI
3690 Hampton Lane

Cameron Park, CA 95682
Phone: (530) 677-3610

Email:johnstaiti@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Nadine Chianese

3822 Silkwood Pl.
El Dorado Hills, Ca 95762

Phone: (916) 939-1961
Email: nlchianese@comcast.net

Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave.
La Puente, CA 91744  
Phone: (626) 917-5962 
Email: bverdo@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
11717 Grovedale Dr.
Whittier, CA 90604

Phone: (562) 693-3140
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 6 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. LOUISE SILACCI
13579 Francisco Dr.
Hanford, CA  93230  

Phone: (559) 582-6952
e-mail: silaccilu@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Janis Hansen
2195 Stratford Way
Hanford, CA 93631

Phone: (559) 582-4731
e-mail: jahansen@sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. MANNY FINAZZO
9093 Tangelo

Fontana, CA 92335
Phone: (909) 823-5161

Email: manveta@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci

522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL DENARO
150 Lancer Ave. 

Oceanside, CA 92058
Phone:  (760) 433-1183 

Rec. Secty. Jeffrey Steckman
4230 La Portalada Dr.
Carlsbad, Ca 92010

Phone: (760) 720-1656
Email: jsteckman1aol.com

Meets 1st Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Encinitas Elks Lodge
1393 Windsor Road

Cardiff 92007 

LAKE COUNTY
LODGE No 2537

Anniv. Apr. 19, 1983
NICE

PRES. KAREN WILSON
375 E. HWY 20 #15

Upper Lake, CA  95485
Phone (707) 275-9276

Rec. Secty Barbara 
Castaldo

17120 Knollview Dr.
Hidden Valley Lake, CA 95467

Phone: (707) 987-4695
Meets 3rd Mon. 5:30 p.m.

At various locations

LAS VEGAS
LODGE No. 2158

Anniv. Jan. 10, 1965
LAS VEGAS

PRES. ANTHONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone: (702) 896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Rec. Secty. Rita Ware

209 Pancho Via Dr.
Henderson, NV 89012

Phone: (702) 361-5831
Meets 2nd Wed. 

Italian American Club
2333 E. Sahara Ave

Las Vegas, NV 89104

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. DAVID CIPPONERI
P. O. Box 578181

Modesto, CA  95357
Phone:  (209) 652-3492

Email: david.cipponeri@gmail.com
Rec. David Cipponeri

P.O. Box 578181
Modesto, CA 95357

Email: david.cipponeri@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Fri. 6:30 p.m.

Fleur de Lis Reception Hall 
3460 Oakdale Rd.

Modesto, CA 95355

MONTEREY
LODGE No. 2003

Anniv. Feb. 5, 1950
MONTEREY

PRES. THOMAS MANCINI
8 Valencia Ct.

Seaside, CA 93955
Phone:  (831) 394-6480

Email: tmancini@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Suzanne Mancini

1728 Mescal St.
Seaside, CA 93955

Phone: (831) 514-0215
Email: britmad20@gmail.com-
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:00 P.M.

2540 N. Fremont St.
Monterey, CA 93942

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. SuzAnne Regalia

404 E. Thompson Ave
Sonoma, CA  94576

Phone: (707) 227-5953
Email: napasonsofitaly@gmail.com

Meets 4th Mon. 7:00 p.m.
Senior Activity Center
1500 Jefferson Street

Napa, CA 94559
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LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST COVINA

LODGE No. 2056
Anniv. May 14, 1956

WEST COVINA
PRES. RICHARD SALVATORE 

 354 E Tudor St., 
Covina, CA 91722 

Phone: (626) 339-8001
Email: .sal4tore@verizon.net

Rec. Secty.  Margaret Salvatore
 354 E Tudor St., 

Covina, CA 91722 
Phone: (626) 339-8001

Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
K. of C., 4315 N. Vincent Ave

Covina, CA 97122

WEST END
LODGE No. 2127

Anniv. June 10, 1962
RANCHO CUCAMONGA

PRES. DAVID CERBONI
27640 Villa Ave

Highland, CA 92346
Phone # 949-220-4466

Email: oneitaliansonDMC@
yahoo.com

Rec. Secty. Lou Seibel
9063 La Grande St.

Alta Loma, CA 91701
Phone: (909) 987-5828

Email: nonnalou9@gmail.com 
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:30 p.m.

7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,
Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

WILLIAM PACA
LODGE No. 1960

Anniv. May 25, 1947
MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRES. ROSALIA MARGARIT
3062 El Sobrante

Santa Clara, CA 95051
Phone: (408) 243-8680

Rec. Secty. Helen Zanella
2805 Ruth Court

Santa Clara, CA 95051
Phone: (408) 296-7364

Meets 2nd  Wed. 6:30 p.m.
SFV Hall

361 Villa Street
Mountain View, CA 94040

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES. RICHARD BARKER
3340 Peppertree Dr.
Fairfield, CA 94533

Phone: (707) 428-6093
Email:hrbarker@sbcglobal.net

Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PARADISO
LODGE No. 2743

Anniv. July 10, 1999
PARADISE

PRES. WANDA TESSARO
14170 Wingate Circle
Magalia, CA 95954

Phone: (530) 873-3930
Email: jwtessaro@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Steve Neeley

1173 Waltons Mountain Rd.
Paradise, CA 95969

Phone: (530) 872-9325
Email: neeleymas2@

yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 6 p.m.

Paradise Ridge Senior Center
877 Nunneley Rd.

Paradise, CA 95969

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91096

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES. DAVID PRISCO
1801 E. Collins Ave. #12

Orange, CA 92867
Phone: (714) 292-1038

Email: daveprisco@hotmail.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Jane 

Cambria
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, Ca 92627
Phone (714) 749-7777

Email:maryjane@mjcambria.com
Meets 3rd Wed. 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
Geneva Room

146 N. Grand Street
Orange, CA 92866

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

1565 Burl Ave
Clovis, CA 93611

Phone: (559) 299-1941
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. DAVID DEPAOLI
22714 Avenue 184

Strathmore, CA 93267
Phone: (559) 784-9697

Rec. Secty. Giovanna De Paoli
22714 Avenue 184

Strathmore, CA 93267
Phone: (559) 784-9697
Meets 1st Mon. 6:00 p.m.

World Ag Center Social Hall
4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Lyon’s Club Lodge

107 Sutter Ave. 
Roseville, CA 95678

RYAN BONAMINIO
LODGE No. 2879

Anniv. May. 4, 2013
RIVERSIDE

PRES: GABRIEL
DOMENICI, JR.

5475 Canyon Crest Dr. #48
Riverside, CA 92507

Phone: (951) 743-8628
Email: g.domenici@hotmail.com
Rec. Secty: Gina Domenici

3359 Lincoln Street
Riverside, CA 92503

Phone: (951) 776-6012
Email: gdomenici@cta,org
Meets 2nd Sun. 1:00 p.m.

Riverside

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. RON BARONI
2249 Tulip way

Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone: (916) 925-8758

Rec. Secty. Abbie Baroni
2249 Tulip Way

Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone:  (916) 925-8758
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. ANDY PAMPURO
718 D Avenida Majorca

Laguna Woods, CA 92637
Phone: (949) 855-4279

Email: apampuro@comline.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday - 5:30 p.m.
Norman P. Murray Senior Center

24932 Veterans Way
Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SALINAS
LODGE No. 2082

Anniv. Mar. 8, 1959
SALINAS

PRES. PAMELA DE ROSE
541 Belmont Dr.

Salinas, CA 93901
Phone (831) 757-6843

Rec. Secty. Lillian Filice
29 Alameda Place
Salinas, CA 93901

Phone:  (831) 758-0449
Mets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.

Madonna Del Sasso Parish
320 E. Laurel Dr.

Salinas, CA 93906

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, Ca 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480

Rec. Secty. Doreen O’Rourke
1636 Moraga Drive

Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Phone: (707) 525-0295

Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.
 Brookwood Mobile Estates

7000 Montecito Blvd.
(Mobile Park)

 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. CAROLE 
DELLARAGIONE

3560 Magnums Way
Redding, CA  96003

Phone:  (530) 241-4342
Email: mscturner@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Chris Dickey

2731 Virginia Ave.
Shasta Lake, CA 96019
Phone:  (530) 515-0462

Email: 
Meets 3rd Mon. 7: 45 a.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Michael Norris

1400 Deer Park Rd.
Angwin, CA 94508

Phone:  (214) 770-5969
Email: amnorris09@yahoo.com

Meets 1st Wed. 7 p.m.
Native Sons Hall

1313 Spring Street
St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES. RENÉE ADAIR
203 Gobbi St.

Ukiah, CA 954822
Phone: (707) 972-1859

Email: naynoeddie@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Marylynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: mllaviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 939-8650
Email: 101727@comcast.net

Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll
P.O. Box 198

Sonoma, CA 95476
Phone: (707) 938-1295

Email: karenecar@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. GARY SMITH
38 Kobe Loop #1
Chico, CA 95973

Phone:  (530) 321-4074
Email: grsmith73@gmail.com
Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo

16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 893-2231
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
435 Chestnut St.
Chico, CA 95928

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. RAY BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.,

Vallejo, CA 94590
Phone: (707) 552-7474 
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 554-2622
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: 831-722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

479 McDonald Rd.
Aptos, CA 95003

Phone: (831) 210-9577
Email: kcpres@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. RICHARD NEGRO
17417 Jackrabbit Rd.

Weed, CA 96094
E-mail: italianmomo@outlook.com

Phone: (530) 938-3079
Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti

P. O. Box 130
Weed, CA 96094 

Phone: (530) 938-2881
Email: sole@cot.net

Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Sons of Italy Memorial Hall

155 Clay Street
Weed. CA 96094

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!


