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Welcome National Officers and Friends. If there is anything we 
can do for you don’t hesitate to ask any one of us. We welcome 

you to California and wish you a great meeting.

Happy, healthy, prosper-
ous 2019 to all my Sons & 
Daughters of Italy Family !!!

I hope you all had the 
opportunity to read “My 
Italian Journey” a short sto-
ry by the new President of 
La Costa dei Fiori :Lodge 
#2424, Salvatore Provenza. 
It was about his two year 
ancestral journey to be rec-
ognized as a dual U.S.-Ital-
ian citizen in Italy. If not, 
you can still find it on the 
lodge Facebook Page. Sons 
and Daughters of Italy, 
North County San Diego.

The reason I mention 
this, is because the geneal-
ogy consultant that helped 
him with his adventure was 
Alessandro Bovino, Presi-
dent of Bella Italia Geneal-
ogy in Benevento, Campan-
ia, Italy. Alessandro will be 
touring the U.S. in February, 
conducting Italian Heritage 
workshops, one of which 
will be sponsored by our La 
Costa dei Fiori Lodge.

This free, hands on 
workshop will teach the 
participants about how to 
conduct ancestral research 
in the U.S. and Italy. It will 
cover the history of Italians 
in America, civic and Italian 
records, as well as custom-

   It’s hard to believe that the 
first month of 2019 has past 
and by the time you read 
this we will be well into 
the 2nd month. Time flies. 
You will see information in 
the Il Leone regarding the 
winter National Plenary. be-
ing held in California, YES 
California. San Diego to be 
exact, I am hoping many 
of our members can attend 
this event. The dates are Feb 
28 thru the 3rd of March. 
Information is in the Il Le-
one for times, and place. 
If you have any questions 
feel free to contact any of 
your National Officers rep-
resenting California. Let us 
show a big welcome to our 
National Officers the WEST 
COAST!!
    We are busy preparing for 
our Grand Council meeting 
in March. It will held on 
March 15th thru the 17th in   
American Canyon, at the 
Doubletree Hilton. It will 
be nice to have a council 
meeting in almost my own 
backyard. Again I want 
to remind you the Grand 
Council is open on Satur-
day for all members. If you 
have questions or just want 
to see what goes on at these 
meetings you are welcome 
to attend. I hope to see a lot 
of members in the audience. 

We have a lot to discuss, 
such as the queen’s contest 
and the future of the build-
ing committee plus reports 
from your State Officers. 
   Speaking of officers I 
have been attending a lot of 
Lodge Installation of new 
officers. Congratulations 
to all the newly elected of-
ficers, Thanks for taking a 
leadership roll with your 
lodge. Always ask questions 
of the outgoing officers for 
advice, Work together!! This 
is one key to success.
    I know I keep mention-
ing membership in my arti-
cles, But membership is our 
key to survival. We all need 
to work hard on obtaining 
new members. I personally 
was at one lodge installa-
tion and was able to sign 5 
new member applications, 
one other event I handed 
out 3 applications. I have 
their names and will fol-
low up with them. The oth-
er thing we need to do, as 
we have new members get 
them involved. Ask them 
for ideas of what they want 
to see and do to help your 
lodge grow but also have 
fun in doing it.  Let us all 
work hard to obtain that 
one new member, but don’t 
stop at one!!
    Crab feed season is upon 
us and many lodges are 
having them as a fund rais-
er, I look forward to helping 
at a few but also look for-
ward to sitting down and 
eating my fair share of those 
little crustaceous.
I think I mentioned this 
last year, Presidents day is 
coming, lets show a little 
appreciation to all of the 
Local Lodge Presidents, re-
member this  is a volunteer 
position so even thou we 

Cont. on pg. 3

Hi everyone!  I have just 
returned from a terrific and 
relaxing two week cruise in 
the Caribbean!  I have been 
retired “again” for three 
weeks and now will start 
my “catch up” – doing all 
the things I never had time 
for – cleaning the garage, 
the closets, etc.

The office gave me a 
lovely going away lunch 
prepared by my favorite 
chef Gabrielle Muselli with 
my favorite foods.  Thank 
you Lori, Lynn, Joy, Kyarra 
and Alexis.

The day I left, Bill Mur-
phy and Ray Bini came to 
the office to do the invento-
ry.  Thank you Bill and Ray 
for doing it and thank you 
Bill for doing all the little 
things that needed to be re-
paired.

I attended a “La Befana” 
celebration for the Cornelia 
Vita Nuova Lodge at the 
Pignati home.  It was a love-
ly, fun and relaxing evening 
talking and visiting and 
seeing so many of the mem-
bers.  Not only did we eat – 
delicious, but we exchanged 
gifts for the Befana.  Thank 
you Cornelia for including 
me. 

Hanford Lodge had their 

Cont. on pg. 3

Sisters and Brothers I 
would like, at this time, to 
congratulate, all the new 
Lodge Officers and Dele-
gates to the Convention.  If 
any of you have questions 
or concerns, please feel free 
to contact your Vice-Presi-
dents for assistance.  We are 
here to help.

Next month, March 16th 
is the Grand Council Meet-
ing.  It is being held at the 
Doubletree by Hilton Amer-
ican Canyon, 3600 Broad-
way Avenue, American 
Canyon, CA.  We would 
love to see Lodge Presidents 
and members attending the 
session.  This is where your 
elected Grand Council at-
tends to the business of the 
Grand Lodge.  Please try to 
attend.  We appreciate your 
input.
Thank you for all you do to 
keep our Order strong.
Till next month
Fraternally 

 



PAGE 2	 IL LEONE	 FEBRUARY 2019

From the
Editor’s Desk

by Andy Pampuro
apampuro@comline.com

NATIONAL OFFICERS
FROM CALIFORNIA

GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA
5051 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94112 • Phone (415) 586-1316

CALIFORNIA NATIONAL 
DELEGATES

JOHN COSTA
CAROLYN 

LAWRENCE-MURPHY
WILLIAM MURPHY
ARLENE NUNZIATI
HON. AL GIROLAMI

PAULINE RICHMOND
SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE

ALTERNATES
DONNA LEE COSTA 

JOY BRUNO

STATE ARBITERS
MARK ROSSI

ANDY PAMPURO
ROY VANONI

RICK BRANCH
JOHN BIANCO

ARTURO IBLETO
(1995-1997)

1492 Lowell Avenue
Cotati, CA 94928

Phone #: 707-795-1489
Fax #: 707-792-2046

Work #: 707-792-2712
RALPH AGNELLO

(1993-1995)
226 N Carl Dr.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone #: 559-627-3956

Email: alexgooddog1@gmail.com

Birth Defects Libraries
HAZEL ANN CHRISTIN

2173 Knowlwood Dr.
Hanford, Ca 93230

Phone #: 559-582-3597
Cell #: 559-309-3597

Email: hazelannc@comcast.net

Garibaldi Meucci Museum
JOY BRUNO

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone #: 707-422-3391
Cell #: 707-332-5623

Email: joy.b@comcast.net

ROY T. VANONI
(2003-2005)

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone & Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

JOHN TEDESCO
(1999-2001)

18 Carvel Place
Sacramento, CA 95835-2012

Phone #: 916-419-6606
Fax #: 916-419-6626

Work #: 916-419-6646
Cell #: 916-207-1603

Email: tedescojt@aol.com

State President
JOHN COSTA

1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-483-9604
Email: jc19632002@yahoo.

com
State First Vice President

ARLENE M. NUNZIATI
125 Humboldt Road

Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone #: 650-342-3313

Fax #: 650-342-3310
Cell #: 415-608-3313

Email: rlene49@pacbell.net
State Second Vice President

SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE
1925 Circle Park Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone #: 760-452-6108
Cell #: 760-613-6178

Email: sadie.t@gmail.com
State Third Vice President

BARBARA FUMOSA 
WISNIEWSKI

20987 Gunnison Ct.
Reno, NV 89508

Cell #: 201-874-5946
Email:  BarbReno1949@

aol.com
Immediate Past State Pres.

CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY  
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-963-0521 
Cell #: 707-694-8621
Fax #: 707-968-9709

Email:  clawrence2844@
sbcglobal.net
State Orator

MARK VAONA
2802 Knode St.

Torrance, CA 90501
Cell #: 310-739-4238 

Email: Mvaona@gmail.
com

State Recording Secretary
LORI ROSSI

4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Cell #: 209-404-1883
Email: loriatthegrandlodge@

gmail.com

GRAND LODGE QUEEN
BRIANNA SIMON
1416 S GRAND ST
VISALIA, CA 93292

(559)-280-2357

EMERITUS ROLL
Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

13725 S. Tamarak Dr.
Plainfield, Il 60544

Phone #:559-625-3115
Cell #: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

State Financial Secretary
GABE DOMENICI 

1034 Apple Blossom Ln
Corona, CA 92881

Phone # 951-737-4306
Work #: 951-278-8780
Fax #: 951-278-1049
Cell: # 951-258-8130

Email: gdomen01@msn.com 
 State Treasurer
AL TRENTINI

25572 Saltwater Dr.
Dana Point, CA 92629-1508
Phone #: 949-240-8578

Cell #: 949-436-0242
Email: nicolomac@cox.net

State Trustee North
BILL MURPHY

1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.
St. Helena, CA 94574

Phone #: 707-963-0521
Email: petalumabill@

gmail.com
Cell:  707-299-0922
State Trustee North

RAY BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA 94590
Cell #: 707-688-3751

Email: Raymond.bini@
gmail.com

State Trustee Central
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone #: 559-592-5466
Cell #: 559-731-4035

Email: rteelee@aol.com

State Trustee Central
LOUISE SILACCI

13579 Francisco Dr.
Hanford, CA 93230

Cell #: 559-582-6952 
Phone #: 559-639-9800
Email: silaccilu@gmail.com

State Trustee South
MANNY FINAZZO

9093 Tangelo
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone #: 909-823-5161
Email: manveta@aol.com

State Trustee South
CARMINE BAFFO

19560 Rolling Greens
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Cell #: 760-885-8256

Email: carminnie@earth-
link.nett

Judiciary
HON. AL GIROLAMI

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-531-6553

Email: alveragiro@yahoo.com
Grand Lodge Building 
Grand Lodge Office

415-586-1316
Budget and Finance
DAVID LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email:taxcpa4you@aol.com

Scholarship
Students to Italy Program

ROSEMARIE
VANDERHAAR

801 W. Duarte Rd. #I
Monrovia, CA 91096

Phone #: 626-254-0449
Cell #: 626- 222-7768

Email: rgeorev@aol.com
Italian Language & Culture

MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: 605-574-5786
Cell #: 414-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9329

Email: Abondnza@aol.com
Youth

BRIAN WATSON
4308 North Dewitt
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone #: 559-285-6934
Email:Pumbaa673@

yahoo.com
Social Justice

TONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone #: 702-896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Ritual and Protocol

DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-312-8134
Email:  2begrumpy@

gmail.com
Queen Contest

   EVA LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com

Media
ANDY PAMPURO

718 D Avenida Majorca
Laguna Woods, CA 92637

Phone #: 949-855-4279
Fax #: 949-206-0299
Cell #: 949-637-5477

Email: apampuro@comline.com

CONVENTION AND GRAND 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

COORNINATOR
LYNN LAWRENCE-MURPHY

LORI ROSSIPAST
STATE PRESIDENTS

CAV. MARIA FASSIO 
PIGNATI

(2009-2013)
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone #: 650-574-5786

Cell #: 415-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9349

Email: abondnza@aol.com
 

VERA FERRARA GIROLAMI
(2005-2007)

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-604-3149

Email: algvera@sbcglobal.net

Leadership
ARLENE NUNZIATI
125 Humboldt Rd.

Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone #: 650-342-3313

Cell #: 415-608-3313
Email: rlene49@pacbell.net

Membership
GARY SMITH

1225 Stewart ave,
Chico, CA 95926

Phone #: 530-321-4074
Email: grsmith73@gmail.com

VERA GIROLAMI
National President

FRANK J. DE SANTIS
Past National President

CAROLYN LAWRENCE-
MURPHY

National Trustee
MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
SOI Foundation Trustee
ARLENE M NUNZIATI
Alzheimer’s Committee 

Chair
JOSEPH SIMILE 

National Co-chair Douhet 
Mitchell Int’l Air Power 

Trophy Committee

FRANK J. DE SANTIS
(1989-1991)

9562 James Circle
Villa Park, CA 92861

Phone #: 714-637-7267
Fax #: 714-550-9234

Work #: 714-550-9155
Email: Frankjdesantis@yahoo.com

JOSEPH SIMILE
(1975-1979)

Dale Commons #248
3900 Dale Rd

Modesto, CA 95356-8662
Phone #: 209-701-8340

Email: joe-dot_simile@msn.com

Webmaster
ANNA M. GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558 
Phone #: 707-255-5242

Cell #: 707-287-5225
Email: osia.ca.webmaster@

gmail.com
Royal Court Of 

The Golden Lion

National/Medical Charities
MIKE CARROLL

P O Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone #: 707-938-1295
Email: mcarroll@pon.net

Hall Rental Manager
BARBARA MUSELLI

5051Mission St.
San Francico, CA 94112
Phone #: 415-742-9366

A monthly publication, except August, for the Grand Lodge of California, 
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CHAIRPERSONS OF
COMMITTEES

WESTERN FOUNDATION

Western Foundation     
ROY T. VANONI                             

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone/Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

 

Every two years we elect 
or reelect a president and a 
recording secretary. Every 
two years I have to beg the 
lodges to send me the names, 
addresses, phone numbers 
and e-mail addresses of each 
office so I can update the 
lodge roster in the Il Leone. 
Believe it or not sometimes it 
takes a couple of months be-
fore I get them all. Even the 
Grand Lodge office has the 
same problem. This year let’s 
really get on the ball and send 
me and the Grand Lodge the 
information we need.

February is sweetheart 
month so be a sweetheart and 
give your loved one some 

flowers, or candy or a night 
out on the town. She will love 
you more for the gesture.

The new 365 tickets are 
now available. Call the 
Grand Lodge office for as 

many as you want. In my 
lodge every month we have a 
winner, sometimes two. The 
nice thing is that the tickets 
go back in the hopper. It’s a 
good investment. 
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State Second Vice President
Cont. from page 1

ized ancestral tours in Italy 
to find your living relatives!

Those interested in pur-
suing dual citizenship will 
also find the workshop 
valuable in beginning the 
process and being recog-
nized as an Italian citizen, 
through the process of Jure 
Sanquinis (Right of Blood)!

For more information 
about this great Italian Her-
itage Workshop or to get a 
PDF copy of “My Italian 
Journey” contact Salvatore 
Provenza at sprovenza@aol.
com.

Ciao until next month.

honor our founding fathers 
in February lets thank our 
local lodge presidents also.
    Valentine’s day is fast ap-
proaching also, how about 
his year instead of buying 
that box of chocolates or 
those flowers you purchase 
a “365” raffle ticket from the 
Grand Lodge, this way your 
sweetheart could win mul-
tiple time. Not a bad idea.
For all the Filial Lodge Pres-
idents: 
“Leadership is the art of 
getting someone else to do 
something you want done 
because he wants to do it.” 
--Dwight D. Eisenhower
Hope to see a lot of you at 
Grand Council March 16th 
in America Canyon. 

President’s Message
Cont. from page 1

State First Vice President
Cont. from page 1

annual Polenta Dinner pre-
pared by the Leoni and Nar-
dini families.  They know 
how much I love their po-
lenta so they invited me!  We 
drove through rain, muddy 
roads and fog to get there!  
And I hate fog! Thank you 
Hanford for the delicious 
dinner and great evening.  
National President Vera and 
I along with State Deputy 
Ralph Agnello installed the 
new officers.  Great evening 
and then Vera and I spent 
the night at the casino.  Con-
gratulations to all the new 
officers. We sure missed our 
Lilia Giacomazzi.   She was 
always there when we at-
tended the dinner.  RIP Lilia.

Sunday, January 14, I at-
tended and assisted at the 
installation of new officers 
for the Cornelia Vita Nuo-
va Lodge, Columbia Lodge 
and William Paca Lodge. It 
was a lovely turn out held at 
the PIASC.  More delicious 
food.  It was nice to see our 
State President John, First 
Lady Donna Lee, Queen 
B and her Grandma Judy , 
State Trustee Louise Silacci 
(again) and National Presi-
dent Vera and National First 
Gent Al.  Thank you Ma-
ria for arranging the lovely 
event.

We have raised over 
$30,000.00 for the fire vic-
tims.  You should be proud 
of yourselves for helping 
our less fortunate members.  
If you have not contribut-
ed and would like to, the 
Grand Lodge is still collect-
ing donations.

My last visit before the 
trip was to the Watsonville 
Lodge.  I always love visit-
ing that lodge; they are such 
a fun filled group.  The rain 
held off for us so the drive 
was great.  Another deli-
cious polenta and chicken 
cacciatore dinner (no won-
der I keep going to all these 
lodges during this time of 
year). We installed the new 
lodge officers and then ini-
tiated 10 new members!  
Congratulations Watson-
ville.  You always do great 
in bringing in those new 
members. They always have 
large groups for me to initi-
ate.  We also celebrated Ca-
sey’s birthday that evening. 
Thank you National Presi-
dent Vera for going with me.  

Let’s all follow the ex-
ample of the Watsonville 
Lodge.  This is a new year 
so let’s go out and recruit 
that new member!  Just ask!  
And remember to retain 
them.  The GL was sent a 
notice to delete a member 
from its roster and saw that 
the member was a Regular 
member; Kyarra called the 
President of the lodge and 
explained the situation and 
asked if they had tried to re-
tain him and explain he had 
insurance.  Lo and behold, 
the member was saved after 

the President spoke to him.  
Just a little call will do it. 

Don’t forget to attend the 
February National plenary 
at the end of February.  In-
formation is included else-
where in the Il Leone.  Come 
and see National President 
Vera in action and meet 
your National Officers and 
members from other Grand 
Lodges.  There will be a re-
ception on Friday evening 
in Vera’s room.

Happy Valentine’s Day 
and Ciao for now.
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Mazzini
(http://www.giuseppemazzini.org) 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
saljd55@cox.net
Las Vegas Lodge
www.sonsofitalylasvegas.com
sonsofitalylv@yahoo.com
Monterery Lodge
Facebook.com/Sons-of-Italy-
Monterey-Lodge
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Billini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
William Paca Lodge #1960
www.sonsofitalymountainview.org
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

365 Fund Raiser - Winners
Dec. 16-31
	 16	 $25.00	 Nella Varni
	 17	 $25.00	 Catherine Rasekia
	 18	 $25.00	 Sunshine Weinert
	 19	 $25.00	 John Salvestrin
	 20	 $25.00	 Carolyn Caminada (son)
	 21	 $25.00	 Anthony Mcgrown
	 22	 $25.00	 Jeanne Radduck
	 23	 $25.00	 Joseph Kenaivolo
	 24	 $25.00	 Mary Lombardo
	 25	 $200.00	 Colombo-Stella Lodge
	 26	 $25.00	 Manny Finazzo
	 27	 $25.00	 Martha Hill
	 28	 $25.00	 Dorothy Hoffman
	 29	 $25.00	 Chris Lotito
	 30	 $25.00	 Joanne Marchese
	 31	 $50.00	 Joe Simoni “Lucky”

Jan. 1-15
	 1	 $25.00	 Glen Rushing
	 2	 $25.00	 Chantal Finazio
	 3	 $25.00	 Jackie Giomamazzi
	 4	 $25.00	 Albert Rossi
	 5	 $25.00	 Mike Carroll
	 6	 $25.00	 Joe Panza
	 7	 $25.00	 Tyler Watson
	 8	 $25.00	 Elaine Quillin
	 9	 $25.00	 Sharon Dohan
	 10	 $25.00	 Michaelll Carroll
	 11	 $25.00	 Doris Hildreth
	 12	 $25.00	 Nina Zonni
	 13	 $25.00	 Susan Nudo
	 14	 $25.00	 Avery Watson
	 15	 $25.00	 Joy Bruno

SAVE THE DATE
Columbia Lodge #1940 75th Anniversary

&
Honoring National President 

Vera Ferrara Girolami

Saturday evening, April 6, 2019

Peninsula Italian American Social Club
100 North B Street

San Mateo

No Host cocktails 6 pm

Dinner 7 pm

 

Garibaldi – Meucci Museum
By Joy Bruno –State Chair/National Overseer

The Italian language 12 week  Spring Semester be-
gins again in February, with 90 minute classes offered 
weekdays, evenings and Saturday to accommodate most 
schedules, for students of all levels.

Italian Opera: “ A Reflection of Life”: A 6 week class 
will be offered which will elicit appreciation for both sea-
soned opera lovers and new-comers alike.  This is the  8th 
season the Museum’s offering  for an experience of intel-
lectual stimulation and musical pleasure.

In honor of the 100th anniversary of the ownership of 
the Museum by OSDIA we are lowering the prices of the 
8x8 brick to $200, and the 12x12 brick to $750. This offer is 
only good to December 31st 2019.  What a great opportu-
nity to honor someone or an event for ever on the “Walk 
of Rememberance”.

The Museum will host an exposition of regional cos-
tumes from Campania, Abruzzo, Le Marche and Lombar-
dia, accompanied by a collection of some of the famous  
sons and daughters of each region.  The Opening  Recep-
tion will be held January 20, 2019 at 1 pm with refresh-
ments.  If you happened to be in the area do drop in and 
the experience this wonderful display.

Camelia Colombo Lodge’s 
Christmas Party

 
A wonderful time was had by all who attended the Christ-

mas Party of Camelia-Colombo Lodge.  Great food, wonderful 
fellowship and the surprise visit of Santa.  Santa Claus (aka Phil 
Van Buren and Mrs. Claus (aka) Louise Holst are surrounded 
by all the children who received a stocking filled with treats.

Past Grand Lodge Queen Mary Lucido
continues to work for the good of the order 
as she was recently installed as trustee for 

C. Colombo 1315, Antioch, California
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Dreaming
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M.

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

E-mail: stephencontrado@gmail.com

Sleep is a mysterious ex-
perience. People have in-
quired about the significance 
of dreams since prehistoric 
times. They used dreams to 
restore balance in the tribe 
and cure illness. Our knowl-
edge of dreams has grown 
over time thanks to many 
studies made by physicians 
and psychologists. These 
professionals have studied 
sleep and dreams often using 
modern technology.  

Everybody has dreams 
during sleep. We remember 
some dreams when we awak-
en, but often we forget them, 
even though we may know 
we were dreaming. Most 
people don’t pay much atten-
tion to the things they dream. 
But some people record their 
dreams in diaries and ana-
lyze them. 

Many dream-books have 
been written to suggest the 
meaning of dreams. It is fun 
to see what they have to say. 
For example, a certain 19th 
century dream-book reports, 
“To dream you ride upon a 
donkey denotes you will rise 
in life considerably. To hear 
one bray denotes the death of 
some local celebrated charac-
ter. To dream you are kicked 
by one shows enemies will 
injure you” (Raphael’s Book 
of Dream, W. Foulsham & 
Co., London, 1886). The price 
of the book was one shilling. 
Ten thousand copies of it 
were printed. 

Many Americans remem-
ber their grandparents at-
tached significance to dreams. 
A certain 20th century Italian 
dream-book says about “pi-
oggia”  (rain), “ Sognare di 
vedere piovere placidamente 
e senza temporale o tempes-
ta denota guadagno e profit-
to” (Il Libro del Sogni, Casa 
Editrice Bietti, Milano, 1961). 
The price of the book was 400 
lire.

Prophetic dreams are 
dreams that later happen in 
real life. For thousands of 
years people believed dreams 
foretold the future. Today we 
consider that attitude a su-
perstition.  

Now we know that 
dreams reflect what we think 
and wish.  Many therapists 
say dreams occur deep in the 
unconscious mind. They use 
dreams to explore their cli-
ents’ personality and social 
and emotional problems. 

Some dreams are recur-
rent.  Some dreams frighten 
us; others are pleasurable. 
Dreams can seem very real. 
There may be a close rela-
tionship between dreaming 
and the creative process of 
the mind. We don’t know all 
there is to know about what 
inspires some persons to cre-
ate great works of art or in-
vent world-shaking things.  
Maybe self-portraits can 
provide us with some useful 
clues. 

Giovanni Fattori (1825-1908), Self-Portrait.

Commission For Social Justice
by Tony Ricevuto

For the past severaal years 
Italian-American organiza-
tions throughout the United 
States have been involved in 
defending Christopher Co-
lumbus and his gallant en-
deavors of sailing from Spain 
to the Americas. His historic 
and heroic efforts have been 
tarnished and criticized by 
his alleged treatment of Na-
tive Americans.  The Com-
mission for Social Justice; The 
Order of Sons and Daughters 
of Italy in America along 
with the Knights of Colum-
bus and other notable Italian 
American organizations have 
defended his actions and at-
tempted to stop the elimi-
nation of Columbus Day by 
cities and state governments 
so they can honor Indigenous 
Native Americans in its place. 

Although Columbus never 
step foot in the United States, 
Why Is Columbus being de-
prived his place in history? 
These stories of Columbus 
and other explorers and con-
quistadors need to be made a 
part of history. 

Along with the attempt-
ed elimination of Columbus 
Day, several organizations 
within our society have also 
taken on Civil War Confed-
erate soldiers that are part of 
history. The atrocities com-
mitted during the Civil War 
by North and South armies 
against Blacks and their sup-
porters is a story that needs 
to be told especially to our 
students to help them better 
understand the hostilities, 
controversy and violence 
that erupted into numer-
ous lynching’s of numerous 

Blacks.  Again, removing his-
torical facts that describes a 
disturbing part of the growth 
of America worth losing our 
students to the understand-
ing the lessons of racism? 

How do we explain the 
largest lynching of Italian im-
migrants in the United States 
that occurred in New Orleans 
Louisiana on March 14,1891?  
David Hennessey, New Orle-
ans Police Chief was investi-
gating corruption on the wa-
terfront that was controlled 
by two Italian families. Hen-
nessey was ready to testify 
when he was shot and killed 
by unknown gunman on Oc-
tober 15, 1980. When asked 
who shot him, he whispered 
“the Dagos”. The local papers 
ran several accusatory arti-
cles attributing his murder 
and condemning the emer-
gence of “the black hand” 
which was associated with 
Italian immigrants.  New Or-
leans Police Department ar-
rested 19 Italians immigrants 
who were held without bond 
in the Parish County prison. 
During court trials they were 
all acquitted but not released 
from detention.  

Thousands of demonstra-
tors gathered near the prison, 
New Orleans Mayor Joseph 
Shakespeare and prominent 
lawyer William Parkerson 
encouraged the crowd to dis-
regard the verdict and avenge 
the murder of Hennessey. 
Unrestrained mobs storm the 
prison and beat and shot nine 
of the Italians.  They dragged 
out two others who were shot 
and hanged from lampposts 
in public view. The majority 

of historians agree that these 
Italians were all innocent 
victims of mob rule. No one 
was ever charged or indicted 
for this hideous revenge and 
criminal undertaking.  The 
city of New Orleans has nev-
er apologized for its actions. 

A 2007 documentary called 
Pane Amaro (bitter bread) 
depicts the racism center on 
Italian immigrants. Between 
1885 to 1920 some 39 Ital-
ian-Americans were lynched 
throughout the United States. 
In 1899, in Tallulah, Louisi-
ana, three Italian-American 
shopkeepers were lynched 
because they had treated 
blacks in their shops equal to 
whites. A vigilante mob also 
hanged five Italian Ameri-
cans: the three shopkeepers 
and two bystanders. 39 addi-
tional Italian immigrants are 
victims of lynching’s across 
the United States. In 1910 
to Italian-Americans were 
lynched in Tampa Florida. 

In 1920 two Italian immi-
grants, Sacco and Vanzetti, 
were tried for robbery and 
murder in Boston, Massa-
chusetts. Many historians 
agree that Sacco and Vanzetti 
were subjected to a mishan-
dled trial, and the judge, jury, 
and prosecution were biased 
against them because of their 
anarchist political views and 
Italian immigrant status. 

Have we forgotten about 
stereotyping and transgres-
sions committed against Ital-
ian immigrants attempting to 
start a new life in the United 
States?

Greetings from Petaluma!
 Here we are, 2018 is gone 

and we have now entered 
our New Year.  Since I didn’t 
get my article in last month, I 
hope that you all had a nice 
holiday season and I send 
you my wishes for a Happy 
New Year filled with lots of 
love and happiness for all.

I attended the meeting in 
January and there was not 
the usual crowd.  However, 
those who attended had a 
nice dinner and a short meet-
ing.  Thank you to the cooks 
who prepared the meal and 
all who helped in any way to 
make it a successful dinner.  
We need to have more people 
step up to the plate and help 
in whatever way they can.  
We also need our members to 
attend the meetings and sup-
port our officers.

We would like to thank 
last years officers for all their 
hard work and congratulate 
the new officers who are step-
ping in.  At the present time 
we would like to thank Ann 
Albertoni for all her hard 
work in making the Lodge a 
success.  She has had to step 

Cesare Battisti Lodge #1518
 Petaluma, CA

by Louise Vicino

down as President and Jim 
Gambonini is taking over as 
Part Time President.  If there 
is anyone who is interested 
in running for President will 
you please give Jim your 
name and you will be con-
tacted.

In the meantime Thank 
you Ann for all your time 
and for running good meet-
ings.  We know how much 
work and time it takes in be-
ing a good President and you 
were great.   Congratulations 
to Jim on his taking the Pres-
idency on, give him all the 
support we can.  He will need 
help with communications.  
If there is anyone willing to 
do so, please contact Jim.

Angelo Leone gave a trust-
ee’s report.  Everything is go-
ing well.  However, try and 
bring in a new member.

Our Deputy Rick Branch, 
who attends all our meetings, 
gave his thanks and best 
wishes to all.  We thank him 
for always taking the time to 
attend our meetings.

By the time you get this 
copy of Il Leone we will have 
had our crab feed.  We want 

to thank all the cooks, and all 
those members who worked 
so hard to make it a success.  
At that time the drawing for 
the cruise will be held and I 
should have all information 
about this in the next article 
I write.

Installation of Officers was 
held in Sonoma on January 
20th.  So thank you and con-
gratulations to all who at-
tended this event.

The following members 
have passed away: Viviene 
Capoletti, Joe Davenport and 
Tony Scott.  Our condolenc-
es to their families and may 
they rest in peace.

Get well wishes to anyone 
who is ill, Happy Birthday 
and Happy Anniversary to 
those celebrating this month 
of January and February .  
Happy Valentine to all who 
are lovers and to all who cel-
ebrate.

We did not hold a meeting 
in February.  So see every-
body in March.

Remember to be nice to 
someone, you will always get 
it back in return.

Ciao

Become a Sponsor 
of Il Leone!
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 Saddleback Valley
Lodge #2566

     Mission Viejo, CA
    by Andy Pampuro, Immediate Past President

Our lodge meeting on January was a very eventful one. We 
had the installation of our  lodge officers for the next two years, 
we initiated five new members and enjoyed a very delicious 
meal sponsored by our President Hank Lowinger and our First 
Lady Michelle.

We were honored by the presence of State Second Vice Pres-
ident Sadie Tamburine and our State Deputy Sal Denaro. Sadie 
took on the role of president in the installation of our officers 
while Sal did the role of Herald. President Hank looked on very 
proudly as each officer had their regalia placed upon them. Sa-
die and Sal both spoke a few words of encouragement to the 
officers.

President Hank Lowinger initiated five new members at this 
meeting. They were Mary Ruiz, Joy Borzellino, Rosa Pace, Wal-
ter Lawson and Jim Maniscalco. We welcomed them with open 
arms.

Sadie and Sal both come from the La Costa dei Fiori Lodge 
and brought along with them the new president of the lodge 
who will be replacing Sal. He is Sal Provenza who enjoyed our 
meeting very much.

Following all this we enjoyed a delicious dinner sponsored 
by our president and first lady. Besides the meal there was a ton 
of desserts provided by our members. We  all wish you a very 
healthy and safe new year.

State Deputy Sal Denaro handing the gavel to lodge president Hank 
Lowinger as State Third Vice President Sadie Tamburine leads the 
applause.

Our new members…l/r MC Lillian Rossi, Mary Ruiz, Joy Borzelli-
no, Rosa Pace, Walter Lawson, Jim Maniscalco and MC Al Rossi.

First Lady Michelle Lowinger and Sunshine Lady Pat Dito with the 
rendering of the Cal Poly Tournament of Roses parade. Many of our 
members helped with the decorating of this float which won  one of the 
biggest prizes.

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto

At the January 7th meeting of Roma Lodge initiation of officers was held installing the 2019-2020 
slate of officers. President David DePaoli and First Lady Giovanna DePaoli concluded their 
terms as officers and assisted Louise Silacci, State Trustee Central and HazelAnn Christin, Han-
ford Lodge with installing the new officers. 

Roma Lodge members held a moment of silence for Lilia Curti Giacomazzi, State Deputy from 
the Hanford Lodge who passed away on December 22, 2018. Lilia was initiated into the Roma 
Lodge #1573 on February 7, 1936 and was our oldest member at 105 years of age and an 82-year 
member of our lodge.  Her father, Miro Curti, was president of Roma Lodge from 1936-1939.   
Lilia transferred her membership to the Hanford Lodge when she married her husband Fred 
Giacomazzi on July 12, 1936.  Lilia served as the State Deputy for the Roma Lodge for nearly 40 
years and delighted all the members at each meeting with her comments during the Good of the 
Order or during initiation of new members or installation of officer’s ceremonies.  Farewell Sister 
Lilia.  Our hearts are broken with your passing.

Prior to the installation of officers for the 2019-2020 term, members of the 2017-2018 officer team 
were recognized.  They were (l-r) Gary Dutto, Nick Canata, Kathy Canata, Pam Sola, Karen 
Pedroncelli, Frances Della, Ken Bertorelli, Matt Watkins, Domenic Pitigliano and Melissa Wat-
kins.   
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Fort Fincastle is a fort located 
in the city of Nassau on the 
island of New Providence in 
The Bahamas. The fort was 
built in 1793 by Lord Dun-
more. Built around 1793 on 
Society Hill, the fort over-
looks the city of Nassau and 
the Queen’s Staircase, and is 
often accessed that way by 
visitors on foot. Wikipedia

Visited by Jack and Marilyn 
Doss....see, that’s what you 
do when you are retired!  
They also visited their grand-
son for his 9th Birthday in 
Tampa Florida...
Sounds like a good time!
ONE MORE ADDED 
THANK YOU TO 
Jack and Marilyn...for bring-
ing several friends and neigh-
bors to our dinners..

GUESTS...
Even though the weather was 
inclement, we had several 
guests... a warm welcome to 
Priscilla Miles who moved to 
Temelec 9 ½ years ago from 
Napa...(a guest of Mary Vi-
gne)
There were others but I failed 
to reach them for a chat, but 
welcome all!

VINEYARDS IN SONOMA
Sol Troia and 7 other fellows 
get together to maintain the 
vineyards and make wine.  
From what I sampled, a 2014 
Merlot they are doing a spec-
tacular job!
They also grow Pino, Cab,  
and Sav Blanc.

NEXT TIME...there is a story 
about Red Fire House label....
THANK YOU TO THE 
HELPERS THAT MAKE THE 
EVENING RUN FLAWLESS-
LY!  
John our kitchen crew leader 
and Gary...

Valley Of The Moon 
Lodge #1959
Sonoma CA

by Susan Antonini-member at large
susanantoniniart@gmail.com

John and Doreen , Leslie and 
Patrick and Joanna....OH MY 
WORD...and the bar tenders, 
ticket takers, clean up.... and 
the list goes on and on....
It really does take a village!

RESERVATIONS...
Karen: 707-938-1295
Happy Hour 5 pm
Dinner at 6 pm

UNDER THE WEATHER
Our prayers and thoughts 
go out to those ill and recov-
ering...ps...knee surgery is 
not a “piece of cake” where 
on earth did I get that idea...
some said with less invasive 
procedures it was a “piece of 
cake”....NOT!  
On the other hand...Jo Grant 
is back with us after hip sur-
gery ….go figure!

CROWD CONTROL NEED-
ED
No, these are just a group of 
happy folks getting together 
once a month to eat, drink 
and be merry...upon obser-
vation I was wondering what 
the visitors must think as they 
listen to  the clamor of voices 
and laughter...I do hope they 
know that they also can join 
in....there is a warm welcome 
to all!

NORTH BAY UNITED 
LODGE OFFICERS Installa-
tion dinner coming up this 
Sunday. .1/20/19. . . .more 
folks that willingly give their 
time and energy to the good 
of the Order of the Sons and 
Daughters of Italy....

Don’t forget Duolingo.com
Italian (free) lessons

Happy Valentine’s Day
Ciao

Donations from California
Sadie Tamburine
Barbara Wisniewski
Al & Vera Girolami
Roy Vanoni
Michael DiGiuro
Gloria Garibaldi
Louise Tesoriere
Beatrice Portinari Lodge  $500.00 
Adriennne Escoe
Joanne Coccia Lodge $6000.00
Weed Lodge $1,500.00
Al Trentini
Gold Country Lodge $1,050.00
Fiore Pasquini, Napa 
C Colombo Lodge, Antioch $520.00
Izukda Fatal, Gardena
Lisa Hayes, Torrance 
Annette Porter, Torrance
St. Helena Lodge $500.00
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge $605.00
Salinas Lodge $600.00
Watsonville Lodge $1,500.00
Columbia Lodge #1940  $500.00
Sacramento Lodge  $500.00
Maria & Ugo Pignati
Bennie Pardini
Pugliese Lodge

Our brothers and sisters from the 
other states have been so gener-
ous.  I just deposited $8375.00 from 
them.
Genevieve & Patrick Picone  NY
Cherry Hill Enrico Fermi Lodge NJ
Anthony Agostinelli  RI
Dominick Giordano NY
Eileen & Richard DeVito MA
James Anzide NJ
Amici Lodge NJ  $250
Triangle Sons of Italy Lodge #2817  
$250
 OSIA NJ Foundation  $5,000.00
Dexter Oliver VA
Mark & Jan Hura  OH
Paul Polo Famuly $1,000.00  Ct
Fr. Adam Forno FL  $250.00
Fay Geegee PA  $500.00
Joann Arnold  MD
Gayle Del Grosso OR  $300.00
Dominic Rossi NJ
Joanne Strollo, PA
Ernest M. Strollo Lodge, PA
Frank D. Vitori Lodge OH
Joseph Sciame NY
Mark DeNunzio FL
Perry Como Lodge  FL  $250.00
Nancy DeGregory FL

California Fire Donations

Congratulations to the newly 
elected lodge officers! Virgil-
io-- President : Ray Bini, Vice 
President: Anthony Intintoli, 
Immediate Past President: 
Glen Rushing, Orator: Fred 
Asche, Recording Secretary: 
Steve Branch, Financial Sec-
retary: Rick Silveira, Trea-
surer: Rick Branch, Trustees: 
Mike Brigandi, Tim Cora-
gliotti, Dennis Clemente, 
Glen Rushing & Lee Sparks, 
Master of Ceremonies Lou 
Bellotti, Sentinel: Ray Airoldi.
Beatrice Portinari--President 
Pamela Bini, Vice President: 
Nancy Sparks, Immediate 
Past President: Sharon Sil-
veira, Orator: Esther Asche, 
Recording Secretary: Penny 
Bellotti, Treasurer: Jessica 
Ray, Trustees: Donna Branch, 
Lucy Branch, Ruth Costa, 
Delores Meyer and Melanie 
Rushing, Mistresses of Cer-

emonies: Evelyn Fox, Elaine 
Quillin, Sentinel: Annamaria 
Intintoli. The Vallejo Lodges 
held their Installation Cere-
mony on Tuesday, January 
8th and State President John 
Costa conducted the cer-
emony with Virgilio State 
Deputy Mike Carroll acting 
as Herald. Josephine Agos-
ta, Beatrice’s Immediate Past 
Orator invested both presi-
dents with their regalia. The 
evening concluded with a 
sumptuous appetizer buffet, 
cooked up by The Kitchen 
Queens Marlene Parr and La-
verta Harris. 
A Sell Out Crowd at our an-
nual Crab Feed held on Satur-
day, January 19th. In addition 
to mountains of succulent 
crab, the feast included Rick 
Branch’s extraordinary pas-
ta with sauce, garlic bread, a 
loaded green salad and des-

Vallejo Lodges
by Sharon Silveira

sert. Everyone works dili-
gently to make this event a 
success and a pleasure our 
servers included some of the 
lodges past scholarship re-
cipients. Major kudos to the 
kitchen crew of Glen Rush-
ing, John Costa, Rick & Don-
na Branch and Steve and 
Lucy Branch. A big thank 
you to all who attended and 
contributed to the success of 
the event! 
Looking ahead....Our 
monthly meeting is the 
2nd Tuesday of the month. 
Come join us  for Sausage & 
Pepper sandwiches with po-
tato salad, jello salads and 
dessert. February 16th, Sat-
urday, will be our Polenta & 
Stew Dinner. Please call for 
reservations: Pamela Bini 
567-2938.
Sii bene e sii felice. 

Installation Ceremony for the Beatrice Portinari and Virgilio Lodges.
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
CHARLES SANT'AGATA
1945 N. Glen Alva Lane

Clovis, CA 93619
Phone: (559) 323-9523

 csantagata916@gmail.com
   

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CARMINE BAFFO

19560 Rolling Greens Drive
Apple Valley, Ca 92308
Phone: 760-885-8256

carminnie@earthlink.net

Become a Sponsor 
of Il Leone!

Hanford Lodge #1543
Hanford, CA

by Jackie Giacomazzi
jackiegiacomazzi@gmail.com

The Nardini family and the Leoni family pose following serving po-
lenta to members and guests at the January meeting of the Hanford 
Lodge.  The Hanford Lodge was proud that National President, Vera 
Girolami, and State 1st Vice-president, Arlene Nunziati were on hand 
to install the new officers and enjoy a polenta and stew dinner.

Newly installed President Louise Silacci accepts the gavel from Na-
tional President, Vera Girolami as she gets some encouraging words 
from her.

Outgoing President, Charles “Chuck” Sant’Agata, poses with his 
Past President’s gavel and the Italian pottery pasta bowl he received 
as a gift.  He invites all to attend the “Sweetheart Serenade” dinner 
slated for February 16 at the Hanford Fraternal Hall.  Home-cooked 
Italian meal, music, raffle & fun!! 559 584 7433 for further info.

 “A Star is Born” may be 
the title of a popular movie 
but 36 years ago a true star 
was born in Northern Sola-
no County when Northern 
Solano Lodge #2534 was es-
tablished on January 16, 1983.  
We owe a  tremendous debt 
of gratitude to Joseph Agos-
ta, Albert Albertoni and Don 
Cahan who first organized 
our Lodge. Sue Cahan gave 
us a short history pointing 
out that when the first meet-
ing was held there were 135 
members.  At the time the 
founders said that they didn’t 
realize there were that many 
Italians in 

Solano County.
Our star shines in many 

areas:  Community Service, 
Support of Many Charities, 
Community Involvement, 
Volunteerism, Social Activi-
ties and Fund Raising. Twice 
a month members volunteer 
at the Contra Costa/Solano 
Food Bank (December 10th 
seven members sorted 1,887 
lbs. of food products.), Dave 
Rico and Frank Rossi and 
their crews prepare meals for 
special Senior Center Events. 
Members have participated 
in local patriotic parades, toy 
drives, Veterans Stand Down, 
collecting supplies for local 
schools, and personal items 
for residents of local conva-
lescent homes.  Among the 
charities we have supported 
include but not limited to are: 
Meals on Wheels, Assist-A-
Grad Scholarship Program, 
Food Bank, the Paradise Fire 
Relief Fund, Garibaldi Meuc-
ci Museum and many others.

    Our Lodge members also 
know how to have fun and 
enjoy each other in social set-
tings. Starting with our social 
hour and dinner before each 
monthly meeting, book club, 
bocce, out to lunch bunch, 
soup/salad night, card night, 
annual Christmas party, Gino 
Bruno Picnic, and “Day at the 
Races”. 

In order to support our 
charitable donations, the 
members continue to volun-
teer their time, talents and 
financial support toward 
the annual Columbus Day 
Dinner, Crab Feed, Holiday 
Wreath Sale, Christmas Raf-
fle and the Dixon Mayfair.  It 
is our hope that we are con-
tinuing the goals our charter 
members envisioned 36 years 
ago.

The Lodge meeting on 
Thursday, January 17th also 

celebrated the outgoing 
board members and the in-
stallation of the 2019 – 2020 
officers.  Outgoing President 
Don Cradduck and 1st Lady 
Jeanne Cradduck presented 
a mug to each 2017 – 2018 
board member inscribed with 
the name, office and years of 
service.  President Cradduck 
expressed his gratitude to his 
board and all members of the 
lodge for their service during 
his term of office.

State President John Costa 
and State Recording Secre-
tary Lori Rossi installed the 
officers for 2019 – 2020.  Our 
Lodge will be led by: Presi-
dent-Mark Rossi, Vice Presi-
dent-Frank Mossa, Past Pres-
ident-Don 

Cradduck, Orator-Susan 
Cahan, Recording Secre-
tary-Shirley Firpo, Financial 
Secretary-Carol Urban, 

Treasurer-Jerry Firpo, Sen-
tinel-Kay Locatelli, Histori-
an-Rick Tracy, M/M of Cere-
monies- Laure De 

Vincenzi-Nichols and Joe 
Niccoli, Chaplain-Caroline 
Abughazaleh, Trustees: Pam 
Boes, Jeanne Cradduck,

Janice De Pasquale, Vince 
La Novara and Gloria Nicco-
li.

LOOKING BACK:
Our Lodge members were 

most generous with their do-
nations toward the Christmas 
Toy Drive.  The 

recipients this year were 
Fisher House, a residential 
facility at Travis Air Force 
Base for patients and 

families of David Grant 
Medical Center, and the Pa-
thology Lab Toy Drive also 
located at David Grant.

LOOKING AHEAD:
The Annual Crab Feed 

Scheduled for January 26th is 
completely sold out.  Thank 
you, Carol Urban, for coor-
dinating the sale and distri-
bution of tickets. Carol also 
plans the seating arrange-
ments for 230 guests.

“A Day at The Races” 
will be on Friday May 3rd at 
Golden Gate Fields in Albany 
CA. This annual event is al-
ways and exciting day with 
fantastic food, seating and a 
race named after our Lodge. 
Contact Rich Barker for more 
information and reservations   

Welcome to our newest 
members Hannelore and 
Robert Baffico.  

Northern Solano Lodge #2534
Fairfield, CA 94534

by Rick Tracy and Pam Boes
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Reproduced from the weekly "Mini Relax."
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Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

The United Lodges of the 
Central San Joaquin Valley 
(ULCSJV) lost a wonder-
ful and longtime member, 
our chaplain, Lilia Elizabeth 
Curti Giacomazzi, at age of 
105 (see the web site for the 
Sons of Italy Hanford Lodge 
for a summary of her life, 
which was full of events and 
travels); she was the moth-
er-in-law of Jackie Giacom-
azzi, a very active member 
of the ULCSJV. Though born 
in Fresno, her parents were 
from the town of Albonico 
in Northern Italy among the 
Alps.

Christmas is not over un-
til the last pine needle is out 
of the carpet. 

Never make a New Year 
Resolution to help folks with 
their New Year resolutions.

This Month, January 21: 
We begin our new year, 

so make sure Brian has your 
check for your 2019 dues. 
January is also a Pot Luck 
month. And, since everyone 
has now had their flu shots, 
I won’t have to remind any-
one. 

It is as easy to fill the top 
half of your gas tank as it is to 
fill the bottom half.

If you catch a cold: stay 
warm and hydrated; it won’t 
cure it, but you will feel bet-
ter.

Next Months: February 
18 and March 18 will be our 
usual meetings, with Pot 
Luck; bring what you can; no 
other details yet. April 15 will 
be our Spring Fest Pasta Par-
ty, so nudge your family and 
friends now.

Many folks believe grits 
and polenta are much the 
same, but there are differenc-
es: grits are most often made 
with soft yellow-on-the-cob 
dent corn, while polenta is is 
made using hard multi-col-
ored-on-the-cob flint maize. 
Considered a northern dish, 
it is popular through out 
Italy. Often prepared in a 
large pot until it is thick, 
then poured into deep dish-
es until set, it is then served 
with a large dollop of sturdy 
red tomato sauce. Some folk 
“jazz it up” with salt pork or 
herbs while cooking. My own 
recipe includes 5 types of 

cheese, and is oven baked at 
the end of the cooking cycle. 
My mother poured the dry 
polenta into a boiling pot, but 
that causes lumps that must 
be broken up; I pour it into 
cold water, then bring it up 
to a boil and get no lumps at 
all.  Leftovers can be chun-
ked into a skillet with sauce, 
heated and served, or, evenly 
sliced and fried until the edg-
es are browned and served 
with syrup. Some restaurants 
will serve it plain in a bowl as 
if it were mush, but that is not 
Italian. 

Months to Come: The next 
ULCSJV luncheon meeting 
will be March 10, 2019 (de-
tails later). All proceeds from 
these luncheons are contrib-
uted to the Valley Children’s 
Hospital in Madera. And, 
the Grand Lodge 2019 Con-
vention will start June 26 in 
Reno.

Please share your com-
ments and historical photos 
about our lodge history. Let 
me know what you have at 
my email address (above) 
and we can publish it in this 
column.     

Scholarship season is 
upon us! Contact our Schol-
arship Chair, Isabel Ron-
zano, at (559) 297-0851, for 
information on this topic. 
The Scholarship Deadlines 
are: for Clovis Lodge, March 
31, 2019; for California State 
Grand Lodge: March 01, 
2019; and, for National Lodge 
the date is generally Novem-
ber to February of any year 
($500 to $5,000 awards). Go 
to https://www.osia.org/
students/scholarships.php) 
for grants/tours/studies in-
formation in Italy. These are 
great for any student on a 
budget or not.                               

Join Us: If you have 
friends or family that are 
looking for good fellowship 
and a place to hang out on 
the third Monday of each 
month, invite them to join 
you at our meetings, 6:30 PM, 
at Notre Dame Hall, 333 8th 
Street, at DeWitt Avenue.  We 
feature short meetings, great 
companionship, and superb 
food. Our web site is http://
rodolfovalentinolodge.com/.  

Rodolfo Valentino 
Lodge   #1449

Clovis, CA
by Carole Watson, President;

Lou Catallo, Historian; (559) 299-2205 lcatallo@aol.com
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Lilia Elizabeth Curti Gia-
comazzi passed away peace-
fully at her home on Decem-
ber 22, 2018.  She was born 
in Fresno, California, on July 
23, 1913, to parents, Miro and 
Domenica (Raviscioni) Cur-
ti, immigrants from a small 
town in the Northern Italian 
Alps on Lake Como. She was 
raised on a dairy in Waukena, 
California, with her siblings:  
Amelio, Elvira, Italo and Leo.  
When she began school at the 
age of six, she only knew the 
Italian language.  She quickly 
learned English remember-
ing the first word she learned 
was “pencil.”

She was a 1931 graduate 
of Tulare Union High School.  
While there she enjoyed play-
ing basketball and baseball.  
As her parents were dairy 

farmers, Lilia did her share of 
the day-to- day chores on the 
dairy.  She loved being out in 
nature with the animals, the 
flowers and the birds.  She 
married Fred Giacomazzi on 
July 12, 1936, and moved to 
live on a dairy in Hanford.  
She milked cows until the 
day she was married, but not 
after.  She became a home-
maker; and when she had her 
children: Donald (1937) and 
Patricia (1940), she got very 
involved in the communi-
ty.	  

She became active in the 
Mothers Clubs of Willow 
Grove and Thomas McCar-
thy grammar schools, serv-
ing as president of each.  She 
also was involved in the PTA 
when they attended Hanford 
High School.  She was a 10-

Memories of Lilia Elizabeth Curti Giacomazzi

year community leader of 
the Kings County 4-H Club, 
teaching cooking, sewing, 
and gardening.

Her love of gardening 
led her to help establish 
the La Casa Garden Club in 
Hanford.  She was a 65-year 
charter member.  She chaired 
many flower shows and used 
her skill in floriculture to pro-
duce lovely arrangements for 
numerous dinner-dances etc.  
Until two years ago, Lilia vol-
unteered her services at the 
Floriculture Building during 
the Kings District Fair.  A 
true environmentalist, she 
has never allowed chemicals 
to be used as a weed killer in 
her yard!!

Lilia’s home was always 
open to guests.  It was known 
to many as “Casa de Tutti” 
(House for All).  If someone 
dropped in for a visit, she 
would be in the kitchen get-
ting them something to eat 
without haste!!  (Whether 
they wanted to eat or not!!)  
She was famous for her po-
lenta and stew, risotto and 
ravioli, using recipes used 
by her mother. She instilled 
her love of cooking into her 
grandchildren who have 
tried to keep the traditions 
of cooking alive, learning the 
art of preparing her favorite 
dishes.

She loved to travel, and 
literally travelled “around 
the world.”  She had so many 
stories to tell!  She especial-

ly enjoyed visiting her rel-
atives in Italy and Switzer-
land.  While in Rome in 2000 
at age 87, she was honored 
to receive a special blessing 
by Pope John Paul II. She 
enjoyed the company of sev-
eral of her grandchildren on 
many of her visits.  

While at home on the 
dairy farm, Lilia was a book-
keeper for Fred & Don Gia-
comazzi Farms until about 
35 years ago.  At age 70, she 
decided she did not want to 
learn how to do her book-
keeping on a computer. So, 
she gave it up and began en-
joying life!!

Lilia has been involved in 
so many community activi-
ties through the years.  But 
the Order Sons of Italy in 
America has been her great-
est love.  She joined the Roma 
Lodge #1573 at an early 
age.  When she married and 
moved to Hanford, she trans-
ferred to the Hanford Lodge 
#1543.  During the past 80+ 
years, she held many offices 
in her Lodge, as well as at 
the State level including:  his-
torian, recording secretary, 
financial secretary (over 20 
years), sunshine chair, and 
president.  She was also a 
State Trustee, State Deputy 
to the Roma Lodge and was 
Special Deputy to the United 
Lodges of the San Joaquin 
Valley.  She established a 
Junior Member program in 
the Hanford Lodge. (Some 
of those children now are in 

their 50’s).  She was so hon-
ored that most of her grand-
children and great grandchil-
dren are currently members 
of the Hanford Lodge.   (Five 
generations have been mem-
bers)

Lilia’s family is happy that 
she was able to enjoy her life 
to the fullest as she celebrated 
her 105th birthday in July, as 
well as the 125th anniversary 
of the Giacomazzi Dairy in 
November.  At Thanksgiving 
dinner, she was able to give 
her special blessing, then 
complete the day by joining 
her family in a dice game.  
“Nonni,” as her great-grand-
children called her, was an in-
spiration to all.  If you asked 
her what her secret to long-
life was, she would say; “Eat 
three meals a day, work hard, 
and enjoy your family and 
friends.”  One of her favor-
ite songs was:  “You Are My 
Sunshine.”   At every fam-
ily gathering, the “grands” 
would sing to her, and she 
would join in with delight!  
A “Celebration of Life” was 
held for her on January 14.  
As a part of the Eulogy, the 
great-grandchildren, accom-
panied by Christina Hage-
boeck (great-grandchild) 
and grandson, Dino, on their 
ukuleles, led the congre-
gation in the chorus of this 
song as a last tribute to their 
“sunshine.”  “Nonni” will re-
main the “sunshine” in our 
lives forever.  May she rest in 
peace.

What a great Christmas 
Celebration with close to 50 
attendees! Barbara Alfidi vis-
ited the children as La Befa-
na, the Italian Witch, who 
comes down the chimney 
and leaves gifts for the chil-
dren. Barbara told the kids a 
story and had goodies for all 
of them. David Carboni was 
a great Santa and handed 
out gifts to all the kids. San-
ta Carboni also thought the 
members had been very good 
this year and gave out panet-
tone and biscotti to the adults 
too! Evelyn Baroni won the 
Ugly Sweater Contest and 
lodge members enjoyed par-
ticipating in a Secret Santa 
gift exchange. Special thanks 
to Louie Lodi and Dan Mari-
nelli for their hard work or-
ganizing the festivites!

Our January meeting and 
Bingo Night were lots of fun! 
Thank you to Vera Carboni 
for preparing our delicious 
lasagna dinner! At the meet-
ing we welcomed guests, 
sang Happy Birthday to our 
January birthday members, 
recognized special anniver-
saries (John Tedesco 46 years, 
Abbie Baroni 21 years, Rachel 
Inderbitzen 11 years, Susan 
Dixon 9 years, Londi Medra-
no 9 years) and then played 
Bingo!

Sacramento Lodge #1352
Sacramento, CA
by Pam Stewart

The “Ways and Means” 
drawing winner for January 
was Doreen Daneri. If you ha-
ven’t done so already, don’t 
forget to purchase a ticket or 
two for the 2019”Ways and 
Means” drawings. Congratu-
lations to our Bingo winners: 
Genny Arieta, Terry Corcor-
an, Angie Smith, Richard In-

derbitzen, Lilly Marinelli and 
Susan Dixon.

Save the date for our an-
nual Shrimp Feed on Satur-
day November 2. Hope to see 
you all at our next Dinner 
and Meeting that will be on 
Wednesday, February 13, at 
6:30 p.m. Dinner will be ribs 
with all the fixings!

Barbara Alfidi plays La Befana and reads a story to the kids.

David Caboni as Santa Claus treats the kids with gifts!

Evelyn Baroni wins the Ugly Sweater contest with Richard Inderbit-
zen (C) and Ron Mozingo (R) runner ups.
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NORTH TO ALASKA
This Raffle offered by: SONS & DAUGHTERS OF ITALY 

Ceare Battisti Lodge #1518 Petaluma,CA.

10 Day Round Trip Cruise for 2
 San Francisco to Juneau, Skagway, Glacier Bay, Sitka, 

Victoria, San Francisco. 
(Sitka is a very old Russian Colony)

CRUISE DATE: September 03, 2019
SHIP: Grand Princess, You get a very large

 BD Balcony for 2 (c703)

VALUE of $5,955   also ~~~> 
Includes Premier Beverage 
Package for 2, worth $1,380

Cost per ticket $20 – only 500 tickets will be sold

Winning ticket to be drawn on Feb. 9, 2019 at our
annual Crab Feed.

For tickets or information, contact:
Ernie Giono 707-585-2928 or email erng1624@aol.com

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING  
LETTER TO YOUR FAMILY: 

 
I’m sorry to have left you without  
making any final arrangements. 

   
The reason I didn’t do this  

when I had the chance was…  
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

The Italian Cemetery 
Stewards of Your Family’s Heritage Since 1899

ww.ItalianCemetery.com
650-755-1511

SAVE THE DATE
Sacramento Lodge #1352

Annual Shrimp Feed
Saturday, November 2, 2019

Lodge Anniversaries
February
Weed #1269		  1/6/24
Cesare Battisti #1518	 1/28/29
Vigilio #1586		  1/4/31
Beatrice Portinari #1626	 1/2/32
Las Vegas #2158		  1/10/65
Northern Solano #2534	 1/16/83

Congratulations!!!

NEL RIMPIANGERNE LA PERDITA, CI ASSOCIAMO AL 

LUTTO ED AL DOLORE DEI LORO CONGIUNTI AI QUALI INVIAMO LE NOSTRE CONDOGLIANZE.

“NECROLOGIO”
Member’s Name	 Lodge	 Lodge 	
Evelyn Hintermann 	 Cornelia-Vita Nova 	 #1198
Joan Davenport 		  #1518
Oswald Da Ros 		  #1573
George De Bonis		  #1586
Rita Sogno 		  #2011
Michael Filice 		  #2082
Charles Massetti 		  # 2167	
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In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Vice President John Di-
Matteo, Past President and 
President Elect Jim Nobili, 
Jim and Tina Lamanna and 
I visited the Vincenzo Bell-
ini Lodge in Chico for their 
general meeting. We were 
able to present check for their 
camp fire victims and get the 
name of the Paradiso victims. 
After a visit by phone today, 
we will be sending checks 
to their President Wanda for 
the five members who lost 
homes in Paradise. We were 
happy to see our State Depu-
ty John Jefsen at the meeting. 
He has been ill for some time 
but is getting better and we 
hope to see him back in Red-
ding in February.

We had a catered dinner 
on January 5th. That was fol-
lowed by our traveling cook-
ing crew making a trip to the 
Redding Gun Club to cook 
spaghetti and meatballs for 
the Redding Police Depart-
ment who were raising funds 
for the Police Explorers din-
ner scheduled at our lodge on 
January 25th. February will 
be busy with our Crab Feed 
and possibly a gaming night 
for our Lodge’s anniversary. 
We also resume our blood 
drives on January 23rd with 
a drive at our lodge. And as 

always, there is maintenance 
going on around the lodge.

We will have our installa-
tion of new officers on Jan-
uary 21st. Jim Nobili will be 
back as President, with Past 
President Carole Dellaragi-
one going back to Financial 
Secretary. John DiMatteo 
remains as Vice President, 
Jim Lamanna as Orator, Joe 
Rodola as Treasurer. Sharon 
Roberts comes back to the 
council as Recording Secre-
tary. The other officers are 
trustees Steve Delben, Leon-
ard Duz, Jim Giacomelli, Paul 
Monette and Jean Russell and 
mistresses of ceremonies Di-
ane Piazza and Gerry Carroll, 
and Sentinel Jeanne-Marie 
Carr. Welcome new council 
members and we will miss 
those of you who are gone.

Many of you get our news-
letter by email, but if you 
don’t and would like it sent 
to you, please send me an 
email to Caroledell44@gmail.
com and I will get you on our 
mailing list. We always look 
forward to visitors from oth-
er lodges, too.

Wishing you all a very nice 
Valentine’s Day.

Ciao, your friends from 
Shasta Lodge..

Shasta Lodge #2453
Redding, CA

by Carole Dellaragione

Jean Russell and Fran Mazet 
ringing bells for Salvation 
Army.

Nancy Wolochuk and Char-
lotte Bailey placing wreaths at 
Northern California Veterans 
Cemetery at Christmas.
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Winner Every
Day Raffle

1. 	 Purchase a Winner Every Day Raffle ticket 
for $25. If your lodge does not have any, you 
can order some through the Grand Lodge.

2. 	 Mail your ticket stub and check to the Grand 
Lodge of California, 5051 Mission St., San 
Francisco, CA  94112

3.  Once received, your ticket goes into the tick-
et drum.  

4. 	 Tickets are drawn every two weeks, until 
the end of 2019, one   ticket for each of those 
days.  If you are a winner, a check for $25. 
will be mailed to you.  Winners names are 
also listed in the most current issue of the Il 
Leone newspaper.

5. 	 Your ticket is put back into the drum for all 
future drawings.

6. 	 There are several days throughout the year 
that have a higher     dollar amount.   Those 
days are listed on the back of each ticket.

It’s that easy!! 
You have a great chance of winning 

more than one time!! 
And a chance at the Grand Prize!

Make checks payable to:
Grand Lodge of California      

If you have any other questions,
please contact

            The Grand Lodge of CA (415)586-1316
           E-mail: sonsofitalyca@aol.com

 

2019 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

“Sponsors” are members, lodges, or friends, who have generously contributed $25.00   (or 
more) per year to help pay for the cost of producing, printing, and the distribution of our “IL 
LEONE” Newspaper. For more information about becoming an “IL LEONE” Sponsor, contact 
Andy Pampuro, Editor, at (949) 855-4279, or our Grand Lodge Office at (415) 586-1316.

Abronzino Family
Josephine Agosta
Anaheim Lodge
Alice P. Bankhead
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
Zelda LeFrak Belleci 
Pamela Bini
Raymond Bini
Hilda Blay
Donna Branch
Rick Branch
Gianna Buldo
Judy Buldo
Susan Cahan
Mary Jane Cambria
David Carboni
In memory of Shirley Carboni
Karen Carroll
Mike Carroll
Al Chiechi 
Columbia Lodge
Columbo-Stella Lodge
Timothy Coragliotti
Regina Coragliotti
Cornelia Vita Nuova Lodge
Donna Lee Costa
John Costa
Marlene D. Cristanelli
Aldo G. DeRose
Pamela DeRose
Diablo Valley Lodge
Edithe DiGiuro
Michael DiGiuro
Rosemarie DiMaggio
Linda DePalma
Peter Dito
Patricia Dito
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
Gabe Domenici
Mardell Domenici 
Eureka Lodge
Manny Finazzo
Rev. Adam Forno
Steven Garnica
Gina Gallucci
Gloria Garibaldi
Andy Ginocchio 
Judge Al Girolami

Vera Girolami
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge
Gold Country Lodge
Hanford Lodge
Joanne Coccia Lodge
Mary LaBanca 
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
James Lamanna
Tina Lamanna
Joseph Lammore
Ronald Latteri
Ronald and Ashley Latteri
in memory of Mirella Brattesani
Janey Leonardich
Chris Lotito
Mary Lotito
Hank Lowinger 
Richard Luzzi
Norma Marcucci
Gianfranco Marin
Maria Marin
Romano Marchetti
Susan Colaneri Monell
Bill Murphy
Lynn Murphy
John Musante
Gabriele Musselli
Adeline Nettleton
Bernadine Neil
Northern Solano Lodge
Arlene Nunziati 
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
In Memory of
Rosemary Pampuro
Bennie Pardini
Florence Gurrieri Pardini
Andrea Pennino
Pignati, Maria
Pignati, Ugo
Annette Porter
Privitera Famly Charitable 
Foundation
Julie Querin 
Renaissance Lodge
Pam Ricci
Hugh Ricci
Stella Riccio

Tony Ricevuto
Pauline Richmond
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
Joe Rossi
Glen Rushing
Melanie Rushing
Lucy Sacco
Sacramento Lodge
Saddleback Valley Lodge
Salinas Lodge
Louise Silacci
Shasta Lodge
The Silva Family
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Joseph Simile
Brianna Simon
Gary Smith
Sadie Tamburine
Sid Tamburine
John Tedesco
Pam Tedesco
Elaine Teixeira
Anthony Tesoriere
Louise Tesoriere
Jan Richmond Trigleth
Michael Turrini
Ukiah Lodge
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Roy Vanoni
Yvonne Vanoni
Marilyn Vecchio
Ukiah Lodge
Debbie Ure
Virgilio Lodge
Carol Watson
Watsonville Lodge
Ann Wendel
Dick Wentz
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski 
Vita Zaccaria
Marco Zonni
Nina Zonni

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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LODGE DIRECTORY
AMERICA

LODGE No. 1609
Anniv. Nov. 20, 1931

LA HABRA
PRES. LINDA ENNEMAN

c/o Linda Enneman 
641 S. Gilbert St.

Anaheim, CA 92804
Phone: (714) 309-6112

Email:  llee1975@aol.com 
Rec. Secty: Yolanda Campanelli

18224 Midbury St.
Brea, CA 92821

Phone: (562) 691-5487
Email: yolandacb2@msn.com
Meets 3rd Sun. 1:30 p.m.
101 West La Habra Blvd.

La Habra, CA 90631

ANAHEIM
LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. EVA LAVEZZARI

6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone (714) 501-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meeting 1st. Wed. 7:30 p.m.

NOT EVERY MONTH
Contact 

President Eva Lavezzari
or Rec. Sec. Fran D’Errico

for more details of date 
and place

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA  94590
Phone:  (707) 552-7474
Email: porterbini@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Melanie Rushing
216 Jepson Way

Vacaville, CA 95688
Phone:  (707) 449-1196

Email: gmzjrushing@
sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. EDNA ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969

Email: esposnca@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Walaine Hankins

14850 Highway 4,
Ste. A252

Discovery Bay, CA  94505
Phone:  (925) 437-4721

Email: whankins@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES.  ANNETTE PORTER
19310 Ronald Ave.

Torrance, CA  90503
Phone: (310) 371-1041

Email:  ampdynomom@aol.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES. ANN ALBERTONI
817 Elm Drive

Petaluma, CA 94952
Phone: (707) 763.4213

Email: a_albertoni@com-
cast.net

Rec.Secy. Anna Biggio
125 Rogue Moraes

Mill Valley, CA 94941
Phone: (415) 388.1998

Email: sonoioann@gmail.
com

Meets 2nd Thurs. 6:30 pm
Petaluma Community 

Center
(Lucchesi Park)

320 N. McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. JOHN NARDI
359 Iris Street

Redwood City, CA 94062-
1815 (2nd req)

Phone: (650) 363-0120
email: janardi@gmail.com
Rec. Secty Angie Fanucchi

3721 Wilshire Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 228-6013

Email: angsm42@gmail.com
Meets 4th  Tues. 7:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall 
1159 Bush St. 

San Carlos, CA 94070

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO GALLEGOS
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 251-5992
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall
3509 North First St.
Fresno, CA 93721

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (650) 291-3595
Email: angelamsilva_2008@yahoo.com

Rec. Secty. Carla Silva
1301 Williams Ave.

San Bruno, CA 94066
Phone:  (415) 308-8254

No information on meeting 
place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty. Dawn Romero 

12410 Westridge Dr.
Reno, NV 89509

Phone: (775) 350-2442
Email: Dromero@washoeschools.

net
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. GINA IACOVINO
1617 Talisman St.

Hesperia CA
Phone: (760) 964-4155

Email:reginiaaiacovino@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Minnie Lopez-Baffo
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (626) 422-0551

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOE LAPORTA
1536 Enclave Way

Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Secty. Angela 
Cosenza-Glatfelter

1362 Esperanza Trail
Palm Springs, CA 92262

Phone: 909-702-1616
Email: angie.Glatfelter@gmail.

com
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty. Maureen Bianco

1801 Manor Drive
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone: (559) 732-0700
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. JOHN SALIZZONI
P.O. Box 3131

Eureka, CA  95502-3131
Phone: (707)498-0774

EMAIL: eddie.alexander.
Rec. Secty. 

Phone: 
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. JAMES HILL
3196 Hawthorn St.

San Diego, Ca 92104
Phone:  (619) 280-5554
Rec. Secty. Sid Tamburine

1925 Circle Park Lane.
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone:  (858) 537-9878
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 P.M.

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. ROY STRALLA
15510 Quicksilver Drive

Reno, NV 89511
Phone:  (775) 742-4400
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monicadomini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. ANTHONY SCOTCH
3225 Stonehurst Dr.

El Dorado Hills,CA 95762
Phone: (916) 425-3330

Email:agscotch@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Bev Stcotch
3225 Stonehurst Dr.

El Dorado Hills,CA 95762
Phone: (916) 425-1494

Email: bevscotch@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave.
La Puente, CA 91744  
Phone: (626) 917-5962 
Email: bverdo@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
11717 Grovedale Dr.
Whittier, CA 90604

Phone: (562) 693-3140
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 6 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. CHARLES 
SANT’AGATAI

1945 N. Glen Alva Lane
Clovis, CA. 93619

Phone: (559) 23-9523
e-mail:  csantagata916@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Janis Hansen

2195 Stratford Way
Hanford, CA 93631

Phone: (559) 582-4731
e-mail: jahansen@sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL DENARO
130 Lancer Ave. 

Oceanside, CA 92058
Phone:  (760) 433-1183
Email: saljd55@cox.com 

Rec. Secty. Jeffrey Steckman
4230 La Portalada Dr.
Carlsbad, CA 92010

Phone: (760) 458-9404
Email: jsteckman1aol.com

Meets 1st Tues. 6:30 p.m.
St. Johns Catholic Church

1001 Encinitas Blvd
Encinitas, CA 92024

LAS VEGAS
LODGE No. 2158

Anniv. Jan. 10, 1965
LAS VEGAS

MARY SCHIRLING
3917 Bella Palermo Way

Las Vegas, NV 89141-3424
Phone: (702) 382-9826

Email: lvupms@lvcoxmail.
com

Rec. Secty. Rita Ware
209 Pancho Via Dr.

Henderson, NV 89012
Phone: (702) 361-5831

Meets 3rd Mon. 
Blue Ox Tavern

5825 W. Sahara Ave
Las Vegas, NV 89104

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. DONNA FERREIRA
2028 Hickory Ct.

Modesto, CA  95356
Phone:  (209) 602-2056
Email: donnaferreira@att.net

Rec. Secty: Rose Montoya
3008 Lancaster Way
Modesto, CA 95355

Phone: (209) 872-4844
Email: rosenpaul@sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Fri. 5:30 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church
617 W. Orangeburg Ave. 

Modesto, CA

MONTEREY
LODGE No. 2003

Anniv. Feb. 5, 1950
MONTEREY

PRES. KEN CUNEO
1113 Buena Vista Ave

Pacifce Gove, Ca 93950
Email: kencun17@icloud.

com
Rec. Secty. Thomas M. 

Mancini
8 Valencia Ct.

Seaside, CA 93955
Phone: (831) 394-6480

Email: tmancini@sbcglobal.
net

Meets 3rd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Black Bear Diner 

2540 N. Fremont St.
Monterey, CA 93942

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. 

Meets 4th Mon. 7:00 p.m.
Senior Activity Center
1500 Jefferson Street

Napa, CA 94559



FEBRUARY 2019	 IL LEONE	 PAGE 15

LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST END

LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. Lucille Seibel
9063 La Grande St

Alta Loma CA 91701
Phone: (909) 987-5828

Email: nonnalou9@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty Robin Sindicich
1751 Partridge Ave.
Upland, CA 91784

Phone (909) 949-1387
Email: robinsin@earthlink.net

 Meets 2nd Wed. 6:30 p.m.
7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

WILLIAM PACA
LODGE No. 1960

Anniv. May 25, 1947
MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRES. ROSALIA MARGARIT
3062 El Sobrante

Santa Clara, CA 95051
Phone: (408) 243-8680

Rec. Secty. Peggy Ludwico
1111Morse Ave. #171
Sunnyvale, CA 94089

Phone: (408) 745-1775
Email: peggy9374@aol.com
Meets 2nd Wed. 5:00 p.m.

SFV Hall
361 Villa Street

Mountain View, CA 94040

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES: DON CRADDUCK
1735 Enterprise Dr. #110

Fairfield, CA 94533
Phone (707) 372-5151

Email: atoothmkr@comcast.
net

Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PARADISO
LODGE No. 2743

Anniv. July 10, 1999
PARADISE

PRES. WANDA TESSARO
14170 Wingate Circle
Magalia, CA 95954

Phone: (530) 762-1011
Cell:(530) 354-4239

Email: jwtessaro@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Steve Neeley

345 Redwood Way
Chico, CA 95926

Phone: (530) 872-9325
Email: neeleymas2@

yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 6 p.m.

Paradise Ridge Senior Center
877 Nunneley Rd.

Paradise, CA 95969

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91096

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Recording Secty: Linda Ferraro Doi

523 N. Lowe Dr.
Placentia, CA 92870

Phone (714) 345-4780
Email:lindaferraro@sbcglobal.net

Meets 3rd Wed. 7 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church

Geneva Room
146 N. Grand Street
Orange, CA 92866

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

1565 Burl Ave
Clovis, CA 93611

Phone: (559) 299-1941
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. DAVID DEPAOLI
22714 Avenue 184

Strathmore, CA 93267
Phone: (559) 804-5443

Email: ddepaoli@ocsnet.net
Rec. Secty. Giovanna De Paoli

22714 Avenue 184
Strathmore, CA 93267
Phone: (559) 361-0640

Email: gdepaoli@ocsnet.net
Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.

World Ag Center Social Hall
4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Raley’s

1915 Douglas Blvd.
Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite Bay, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Abbie Baroni

2249 Tulip Way
Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone:  (916) 925-8758
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: (909) 557-4585
E-mail: hanklowinger@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SALINAS
LODGE No. 2082

Anniv. Mar. 8, 1959
SALINAS

PRES. PAMELA DE ROSE
541 Belmont Dr.

Salinas, CA 93901
Phone (831) 757-6843

Rec. Secty. Lillian Filice
29 Alameda Place
Salinas, CA 93901

Phone:  (831) 758-0449
Mets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.

Madonna Del Sasso Parish
320 E. Laurel Dr.

Salinas, CA 93906

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, Ca 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. CAROLE 
DELLARAGIONE

3560 Magnums Way
Redding, CA  96003

Phone:  (530) 241-4342
Email: mscturner@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Rita Mandina

6318 Paso Drive
Redding, CA 96001

Phone:  (530) 244-339
Email: happyfeet55@

sbcglobal.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Michael Norris

1400 Deer Park Rd.
Angwin, CA 94508

Phone:  (214) 770-5969
Email: amnorris09@yahoo.com

Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Native Sons Hall

1313 Spring Street
St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727@comcast.net

Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll
P.O. Box 198

Sonoma, CA 95476
Phone: (707) 938-1295

Email: karenecar@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Drive

Chico, CA 95972
Phone:  (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@sbcglobal.
net

Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo
16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 519-2974
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 4:45 p.m.
2775 Nord Avenue
Chico, CA 95973

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. GLEN RUSHING

216 Jepson Way
Vacaville, CA 95688

amzjrushing@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

479 McDonald Rd.
Aptos, CA 95003

Phone: (831) 210-9577
Email: kcpres@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. 

Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti
P. O. Box 130

Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: (530) 938-2881

Email: sole@cot.net
Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Memorial Hall
155 Clay Street

Weed, CA 96094

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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I'm an Italian American
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 

Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.
I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 

My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 
My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of Dante, and 

the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colo-
nizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of

man was written into the Bill of Rights.
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.
I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.

I am Alessandro Malaspina.
I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,

I am John Basilone of New Jersey.
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 

and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,

the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.

I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has dedicated 

me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.


