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This summer has been dif-
ficult for so may of us.  

We lost Past State Presi-
dent, Chris Lotito.  That was 
a personal loss for me as he 
shared so much knowledge 
of the Grand Lodge of Cali-
fornia with me.  I believe that 
his insight has put me in a 
better position to contribute 
to the Grand Lodge and you 
members.

The fires in California 
have affected so many of our 
Sisters and Brothers.  I hope 
that any Lodge that has been 
affected would reach out to 
the Grand Lodge and let us 
know how we can assist.  We 
here in Nevada have been 
dealing with the smoke and 
ash from these fires and many 
have had to stay indoors for 
most of the summer.  

On a happy note, The Post 
Office in Vallejo was official-
ly renamed the Janet Capella 
Post Office.  What a tribute 
to an amazing woman.  On 
a personal note, I met Janet 
many years ago at a Nation-
al Convention in Parsippany, 
New Jersey.  I drove her to a 
hair dresser to get her hair 
done and she never forgot.  
I was honored to be able to 
pick up the phone and to ask 
our Worthy Orator any ques-

tion as a Lodge President.  
Her advice has helped me 
become a better officer in our 
Grand Lodge.

Don’t forget our Twelfth 
Annual Humanitarian Lead-
ership Awards and Char-
ity Gala.  I know Second 
Vice-President Sadie and her 
committee are working hard 
to make this event a suc-
cess.  It would be wonderful 
to see the large crowd we 
have come to expect.  This is 
a fund raiser for the Western 
Foundation, so it can contin-
ue to give monies to Chari-
ties and Scholarships.  The 
Grand Council will be meet-
ing that weekend so plan on 
dropping in on our meeting 
during the day.  Both will 
be held on September 22nd 
at the Doubletree/Hilton in 
Santa Anna, CA.

It will be after Columbus 
Day before I get to speak to 
you again, so I’d like to say 
something about the contin-
ued controversy about Co-
lumbus.  Did he and his men 
do all the terrible things that 
are being said about them?  I 
don’t know.  I do, however, 
feel that holding 15th centu-
ry people up to 21st century 
ethics is not reasonable.  The 
thing is, we have considered 
Columbus Day as an Ital-
ian Heritage Day forever.   I 
would hope that if cities, 
states, and our nation con-
sider the renaming of a day 
that means so much to Italian 
Americans that they consider 
that. 

We in Reno will be cele-
brating Columbus Day with 
our Annual Festival and I 
will be making sauce in the 
name of the Reno Sons and 
Daughters of Italy for you 
to sample if you come out 
our way on October 6th and 
7th.  You are welcomed to 
help with rolling meatballs or 
chopping herbs.  Hope to see 
you then.

See you in October.

As we turn the corner and 
enter into fall, we are once 
again reminded about the 
danger of fires. Again North-
ern California has been fight-
ing wildfires. Next time you 
see a firefighter, thank them 
as they are putting their lives 
on the line to protect us. Pray 
for our members in Northern 
California (Redding, Shasta 
areas). Every year it seems 
the fire season grows. Be 
careful out there. 

August has been a busy 
month, from picnics, to schol-
arship lunches, then back 
east, time with family and 
now it’s September already. 
We need to slow the train 
down. 

I just returned from our 
National plenary session in 
Crystal City, Virginia.  I will 
give you a few highlights, but 
also see Immediate Past Pres-
ident, now National Trustee 
Lynn’s report for more de-
tail. National President Vera 
ran a very efficient meeting, 
keeping everyone on time. 
National, along with the Sons 
of Italy Foundation and CSJ 
are all running in the black. 
A legacy donation came to 
National last year in the 
amount of $300,000, quite a 
surprise. This enabled them 
to pay down the mortgage 
on the Washington, DC office 
to be paid off in 2025. After a 
phone call from the lawyer 
of the estate the amount was 
increased by $210,000, a por-
tion of this was used to pay 
down the mortgage so the 
office will now be paid off 
in end of 2019. Besides this 
a van that has been modified 
for our wounded warriors 

Where has this month 
gone!  Before I knew it, Andy 
was emailing me that it was 
the 20th and my article was 
due.

Nominations and elections 
of new officers for our filial 
lodges are just around the 
corner!  Start thinking now 
of what office you would be 
interested in and who you 
would like for your officers!

More enjoyable picnics 
this month.  The PIASC pic-
nic at Blackberry Farm was 
terrific – more food than you 
could eat.  The Monterey pic-
nic was great and had all of 
my comfort food.  Hot dogs 
and hamburgers.  Great job 
Monterey Lodge.  I am so 
proud of what they have 
done this  past year.

Attended two Italian Heri-
tage Nights’;  the A’a and the 
SF Giants.  Great evenings 
and great crowds!  Loved the 
gifts!  And the fireworks at 
the A’s were better than the 
4th of July.

We attended the plenary 
in Crystal City, VA.  That area 
has sure grown.  It was a very 
successful session presided of 
course by our National Presi-
dent Vera Girolami.  It was 
a great meeting, nice discus-
sions and very relaxful.  The 
meals were great.  Great job 
done by Vera and National.  
We were supposed to bring 
our donations but some of 
the lodges are probably wait-
ing for the convention next 
year in San Antonio but we 
raised a lot of money of our 
charities.  I was very happy 
at the amount raised for Alz-
heimer’s;   $25,501.00.  Our 
lodge was second with our 
donation of $5,600.00!  Thank 
you California.  Keep up the 

What a hot humid sum-
mer. I am so sorry I missed 
the last two days of Con-
vention but my Grandson’s 
wedding was a MUST for 
me. Congratulations to the 
Queen’s Court and the schol-
arship recepients.

The hard work and many 
hours that West End put in 
was very evident

In the success of the con-
vention. Thank you West End 
you make me very proud.
 A lesson on Stress.

A young lady walked 
around the room holding a 
glass of water while leading 
a seminar stress manage-
ment to her audience. Every-
one expected her to ask the 
question” Half empty or half 
full”? She fooled everyone 
and asked “How heavy is 
this glass of water?” Answers 
called out ranged from 8 oz. 
to 20 oz.

She replied, the weight 
doesn’t matter. It depends on 
how long I hold it. If I hold it 
for a minute, that’s no prob-
lem. If I hold it for an hour, 
I’ll have an ache in my right 
arm.

If I hold it for a day, you’ll 
have to call an ambulance. 
In each case it’s the same 
weight, but the longer I hold 
it, the heavier it becomes.

That’s the way it is with 
stress. If we carry our bur-
dens all the time, sooner or 
later, as the burden becomes 
increasingly heavy we won’t 
be able to carry on.

As with the glass of water, 
you have to put it down for 
a while and rest before hold-
ing it again. When we’re re-
freshed, we can carry on with 
our burden – holding stress 
longer and better each time 
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From the
Editor’s Desk

by Andy Pampuro
apampuro@comline.com
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Phone #: 707-795-1489
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Phone #: 559-627-3956
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Work #: 916-419-6646
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125 Humboldt Road
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The July August issue of 
the Il Leone was quite large 
due to the convention. I hope 
you enjoyed the writeup on 
the convention plus all the 
pictures we published. The 
paper is done in increments 
of four pages so when we 
need to fill in we usually use 
the lodge roster and or the 
poem “I Am An Italian Amer-
ican.” That is what happened 
with this issue. Debbie put in 
the two pages of lodge ros-
ter and the poem. I decided 
instead of the poem we will 
put in some of the pictures 
we left out just to full up the 
page which we did. There are 
a few repeats with the photos 
but that’s okay as long as we 

filled the page. I am wonder-
ing how many of you even 
noticed repeat photos.

Speaking of photos, you 
must have noticed that each 
month there are a bunch of 
photos of our Immediate Past 
Grand Lodge Queen. I have 
been asked about who pays 

for all those pictures. Just to 
let you know it is her grand-
mother Mary who pays and 
loves doing it.

I hope I get to see most of 
you at the big Gala. Sounds 
like a great evening for three 
wonderful gentlemen.

A COLUMBUS CELEBRATION 
ON

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2018
AT

CASA ITALIANA
1051 NO. BROADWAY, LOS ANGELES

SAVE THE DATE

Special Entertainment, Raffle, Lunch
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will be bought and donated. 
Sons of Italy Foundation will 
be purchasing van number 
100. The Foundation is also 
investing a portion of the 
monies.  The fundraiser for 
National (calendars) is doing 
well, California is leading the 
way by selling 177 calendars 
to date, they are still avail-
able, let’s try and hit 200 sold 
in California. We still have till 
the end of September. 

The NELA held in May 
of 2018 was a success and 
plans for NELA 2019 are in 
the works.  We were given a 
list of lodges not in compli-
ance with the IRS.  In Califor-
nia we are down to 3 lodges. 
We will be contacting you 
shortly. Many people ask me 
why they get calendars and 
T-shirts from the Sons of Italy 
Foundation. This a bulk mail-
ing program the foundation 
does and it generates approx 
300,000 dollars profit, we are 
not selling your addresses, it 
is just random. This has been 
a very successful program for 
fund raising.

First National Vice Pres-
ident Nancy is working on 
a revised Ritual & Protocol. 
We will have the first few 
sections available soon.  The 
National Bylaws are being 
updated and should be avail-
able by the first of the New 
Year. 

We presented our checks 
for the national charities; to-
tal for all grand lodges was 
$69,203.00, Hats off to all the 
grand lodges for their gener-
osity!

We are fast approaching 
our Grand Council meet-
ing in September and our 
Western Foundation Gala.  I 
hope to see a lot of members 
at Grand Council and come 
support our Gala. We will be 
honoring some amazing gen-
tleman. This is one of the few 
fund raisers we have for the 
Western Foundation. Let’s all 
show our support.

October is right behind 
our Gala, and that means 
Columbus Day events, lets 
embrace our Italian heritage 
celebrate with respect and 
dignity.  We are proud of our 
heritage so let’s show it.

Until next month….

President’s Message
cont. from page 1

good work.
Exciting times coming up.  

Football season is again upon 
us!  Looking forward to our 
Sunday games.  So glad I live 
in California.  I watched the 
49er game in VA and was up 
until almost 2a!  

Don’t forget the upcoming 
GALA.  Get your ads and res-
ervations in.

Ciao for now!  Happy La-
bor Day.

First State Vice Predident’s 
Message
cont. from page 1

During the Italian Heri-
tage Month Celebration, 
the Orange County Amer-
ican Italian Renaissance 
Foundation will honor 
Villa Park residents Mr. 
and Mrs. Frank and Ei-
leen DeSantis. For over 
45 years they have ded-
icated themselves to the 
betterment of the Italian 
community through their 
volunteer service, leader-
ship and dedication in pre-
serving and sharing Italian 
heritage and culture to the 
communities in Orange 
and Los Angeles counties, 
the State of California and 
the United States of Amer-
ica.
 
Other participants in the 
Italian Heritage Month 
Celebration will include 
local government officials, 
representatives of the Ital-
ian Government, represen-

On behalf of the Muse-
um and myself, THANK 
YOU to those who par-
ticipated in the Flag fund 
raiser, it was a sight to be-
hold again as it was last 
November.

“Hearing Voices” a 
DVD was played at the 
Convention in June.  The 
conversations between 
Meucci and Garibaldi are, 
to be sure, the “voices” 
that everyone should hear.   
Inventor Antonio Meuc-
ci and General Giuseppe 
Garibaldi reunite as ghosts 
at the home they shared in 

practiced.
So, as early in the evening 

as you can, put all your bur-
dens down. Don’t carry them 
through the evening and into 
the night. Pick them up again 
tomorrow if you must.
1. Accept the fact that some 

days you’re the pigeon 
and some days you’re 
the statue!

2. Always keep your 
words soft and sweet 
just in case you have to 
eat them.

3. Drive carefully – It’s not 
only cars that are re-
called by their maker

4. If you can’t be kind, at 
least have the decency to 
be vague.

5. If you lend someone 
$20 and never see them 
again, it was probably 
worth it.

6. Never buy a car you 
can’t push.

7. Never put both feet in 
your mouth at the same 
time, because then you 
won’t have a leg to stand 
on.

8. Nobody cares if you 
can’t dance well. Just get 
up and dance.

9. Since it’s the early worm 
that gets eaten by the 
bird, sleep late.

10. The second mouse gets 
the cheese.

11.  When everything’s com-
ing your way , you’re in 
the wrong lane

12.  Birthdays are good for 
you. The more you have 
the more you live.

13.  Some mistakes are too 
much fun to make only 
once.

14.  We could learn a lot from 
crayons. Some are sharp, 
some pretty, some are 
dull. Some have weird 
names and all are differ-
ent colors, but they all 
have to live in the same 
box.

15. A truly happy person is 
one who can enjoy the 
scenery on a detour.

AND MOST IMPORTANTLY
Be the Kind of person 

that when your feet hit the 
floor each morning the dev-
il says—“Oh Crap, she/he’s 
up!”

Second State Vice
Predident’s Message
cont. from page 1

News Release: August 3, 2018

ITALIAN HERITAGE MONTH 
CELEBRATION

Where: Bowers Museum, Santa Ana, CA
When:  Sunday, October 7th 10AM-12NOON

tatives of Italian organiza-
tions and their members as 
well as community leaders 
and dignitaries.   

Sponsorships will be so-
licited and encouraged to 
provide funds for use in 
the continuation and pro-
motion of Italian cultural 
programs and exhibits at 
the world class Bowers 
Museum which has served 
as our Italian Cultural 
Center for Orange County 
since 1992, which was the 
500th Year, the Quincen-
tennary, of Columbus’ Dis-
covery of America. During 
this historic timeframe, the 
Orange County American 
Italian Renaissance Foun-
dation donated $250,000 to 
the Museum in support of 
its expansion and renova-
tion. Because of our gen-
erous donation, an agree-
ment was contracted with 

the Museum for the foun-
dation to utilize the facility 
as a cultural center for the 
Italian American commu-
nity.
  
Also in 1992, a bronze 
monument of Christopher 
Columbus was donated to 
the Museum and installed 
permanently in the Bow-
ers Courtyard, which has 
been the site of Colum-
bus Civic Celebration and 
wreath placement cere-
mony every first week of 
October along with other 
Italian themed festivities. 

Submitted by Mary Jane 
Cambria
President, Orange County 
American Italian Renais-
sance Foundation

Garibaldi – Meucci Museum
Joy Bruno – State Chair/National Overseer

the 1850s, in Staten Island, 
New York.  The two hash 
out their legacies of Italian 
Unification and the inven-
tion of the telephone and 
debate the bigger question 
: WHY DO WE FIGHT?   

I have copies of the 
DVD if your Lodge would 
like one or I am happy to 
attend your meeting and 
show it for you.

The Museum is plan-
ning the annual fundraiser 
Luncheon on November 
3, 2018 .  I have attended 
for the last 3 years and 
am very proud to repre-
sent the California Grand 

Lodge and Filial Lodges.  
Your Lodge will be receiv-
ing a book of tickets for the 
annual  raffle, 1st prize of 
$500, 2nd prize $250 and 
3rd prize $100.  It is only 
$30 for a book of tickets 
please support this annual 
fundraiser.

We still have bricks 
available if you haven’t 
purchased one please 
think about it as a memori-
al of a special date or loved 
one.   I have order forms 
and membership applica-
tions.  Contact me , 1778 
Nephi Drive Fairfield,CA 
94534 (707)422-3391
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Mazzini
(http://www.giuseppemazzini.org) 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
saljd55@cox.net
Las Vegas Lodge
www.sonsofitalylasvegas.com
sonsofitalylv@yahoo.com
Monterery Lodge
Facebook.com/Sons-of-Italy-
Monterey-Lodge
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Billini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
William Paca Lodge #1960
www.sonsofitalymountainview.org
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

Saddleback Valley
Lodge #2566

Mission Viejo, CA
by Andy Pampuro, Immediate Past President

Our Sunshine Lady spoke to us about her Grandfather and all he did 
in his lifetime. It was very interesting.

Our hostesses for our August meeting. L/R Theresa Vinciguerra, 
First Lady Michelle Lowinger and Andrea Carpenter. This is their 
first attempt to host a dinner and they were very successful. The meal 
was delicious.

Columbus Day
During the month of October many lodges will be celebrating 

Columbus Day with civic ceremonies. In the November issue of 
Il Leone we’ll have all the stories. Below are photos of different 
types of statues depicting Columbus that the Sons of Italy was 
responsible in erecting.

This statue was erected on the 
grounds of the Los Angeles 
County Mall.

This bust of Columbus stands 
in the courtyard of the Bowers 
Museum in Santa Ana.

This beautiful statue of Columbus trying to convince Queen Isabella 
of Spain to finance his voyage while his son Diego looks on stands in 
the rotunda of our Capital Building in Sacramento.

Valley of the Moon
Lodge #1959

Sonoma, CA
by Susan Antonini

State Deputy Gloria Garibaldi and New Member Kaaren Leslie Fuller 
Wilson and SOI President Paul Grant.

Thank you
I would like to express that Chris would have been 

enamored by the love and respect that was bestowed 
upon him by the Order of the Sons and Daughters of 
Italy in his final farewell. 

I am certain that at the funeral services held on 
July 23rd, 2018 he was looking down upon everyone 
in attendance and was in complete awe!

The Order was his second, if not his first family.
Words cannot begin to express my gratitude to 

our National President - Vera Girolami, State Pres-
ident - John Costa, Immediate Past President - Lynn 
Lawrence-Murphy, First Vice President -Arlene 
Nunziati, State Orator - Mark Vaona, North State 
Trustee - Bill Murphy, Central State Trustees- Pau-
line Richmond and Louise Salucci, South State Trust-
ee –Manny Finazzo, State Committees/Chairpersons; 
il Leone, Media - Andy Pampuro and wife Louise, 
Birth Defects-HazelAnn Christin, Budget /Finance 
- David Lavezzari, Queen Contest-Eva Lavezzari, 
Scholarship- Rosemarie Vanderhaar, Garibaldi- Joy 
Bruno  and Lodges by their Presidents or Members; 
Anaheim, Centinela Valley, Columbia, Cornelia Vita 
– Nuova, Enrico Caruso, Hacienda, Hanford, North-
ern Solano, Pugliese, Renaissance, Saddleback. St. 
Helena, and Virgilio.

I have heartfelt thanks to family and friends for 
their unwavering love and support, the beautiful 
flowers that lit up the room, the many mass cards 
and the generous donations to the Chris Lotito schol-
arship.

God Bless to all.
With love,
Mary Lotito



SEPTEMBER 2018 IL LEONE PAGE 5

Reproduced from the weekly "Mini Relax."
For a subscription "sies@siesnet.it"

Answers page 15

Dice
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M.

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

E-mail: stephencontrado@gmail.com

A typical die is a cube with 
each of its six faces showing 
a number of dots from 1 to 
6. More than one die is usu-
ally thrown at a time so they 
are commonly known by the 
plural word “dice.” In Italian, 
dice are called “dadi.”  

Swindlers sometimes use 
“loaded dice,” which are 
made to land showing a pre-
ferred number in order to 
cheat at gambling. They have 
cheated using loaded dice 
since ancient times.

Not all dice are shaped as 
cubes, and their faces can be 
marked with symbols instead 
of numbers. Dice are used for 
generating random numbers. 
They are suitable for gam-
bling and for tabletop games. 

Dice have also been used 
for divination. Priests to 
know the will of the gods or 
to predict future events used 
them. Fortune-tellers and 
magicians sometimes incor-

porate dice into their prac-
tices. The early Christians 
saw divination as the work of 
the devil. The edict of Theo-
dosius in 391 banned pagan 
worship and divination.

The Egyptian game of 
Senet was played before 3000 
B.C. and up to the 2nd cen-
tury A.D. The Romans were 
passionate bettors, men-
tioned by ancient authors 
and depicted in art. When Ju-
lius Caesar crossed the river 
Rubicon to march on Rome 
he was said to have declared, 
“Alea iacta est” (The die is 
cast). 

People in all parts of the 
world have made and used 
dice. Some antique dice were 
made of expensive material 
such as ivory. Some dice were 
kept in special boxes, and a 
dice cup was used to throw 
the dice. Today, antique col-
lectors seek those antique 
dice and dice boxes. 

Dice made of ivory from the 1800s. 

In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

NEL RIMPIANGERNE LA PERDITA, CI ASSOCIAMO AL 

LUTTO ED AL DOLORE DEI LORO CONGIUNTI AI QUALI INVIAMO LE NOSTRE CONDOGLIANZE.

“NECROLOGIO”
Member’s Name Lodge Lodge  
Elda Gasperini Camelia Colombo 1294
 David Castro C Colombo 1315
 Louis Smaldino Pugliese 1315
 Vincent Colombano Santa Rosa 1898
 Roy Uccelli Columbia 1940
 Louis Sylvesteri Valley of the Moon 1959  
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
CHARLES SANT'AGATA
1945 N. Glen Alva Lane

Clovis, CA 93619
Phone: (559) 323-9523

 csantagata916@gmail.com
   

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CARMINE BAFFO

19560 Rolling Greens Drive
Apple Valley, Ca 92308
Phone: 760-885-8256

carminnie@earthlink.net

365 Fund Raiser - Winners
July 16-31
 16 $25.00 Linda De Palma
 17 $25.00 Jaden Gonzalez
 18 $25.00 Mike Silva
 19 $25.00 Lou Marzullo
 20 $25.00 Paula Rossetto
 21 $25.00 Sal Lanzilotta
 22 $25.00 Pam Stewart
 23 $25.00 Alan Schlappy
 24 $25.00 Tim Hildreth
 25 $25.00 Yolanda Ivaldi
 26 $25.00 Susanne Simon
 27 $25.00 Dave Lovecchio
 28 $25.00 Pam Tedesco
 29 $25.00 Jason Trigleth
 30 $25.00 Linda Nunziati
 31 $50.00 Dave Lovecchio

Aug. 1-15
 1 $25.00 Jim Mangiehhl
 2 $25.00 Louise Pampuro
 3 $25.00 John Nardi
 4 $25.00 Mary Lombardo
 5 $25.00 Pam Tedesco
 6 $25.00 Gale Spano
 7 $25.00 Brigitte Epstein
 8 $25.00 Tony Naccarota
 9 $25.00 Nancy Quinn
 10 $25.00 Vincent Zaccaria
 11 $25.00 Paul Polo
 12 $25.00 Colombia Lodge
 13 $25.00 Mary Lotito (For Chris)
 14 $25.00 Arlene Nunziati
 15 $25.00 Ann Wendel

Lodge Anniversaries
September
Colomba Stella #1149 9/22/22
Pugliese #1375 9/5/25
Giusepe Verde #1441 9/16/27

Congratulations!!!

Notes from the
Summer National Plenary                                                                                          

August 2018
 Having just returned from the National Summer Plenary, 

I wanted to share a few highlights from the meetings. Cali-
fornia was represented by State President John Costa, State 
1st Vice President Arlene Nunziati, Past State President and 
Foundation Trustee, Maria Pignati and me. National Presi-
dent Vera Girolami conducted an informative, productive 
and well-organized Plenary. 

The Financial picture for the Supreme Lodge and the Sons 
of Italy Foundation look very bright. At this Plenary Ses-
sion, an Audit of the books since the 2017 convention and 
an inventory of items at the Supreme Lodge Office was con-
ducted by several National Trustees and the Supreme Lodge 
Financial Officers. The Sons of Italy Foundation received a 
very sizable donation from the estate of a lady from New 
York State, and the Direct Mail Program has been very suc-
cessful bringing in over $300,00.00 in 2017 and will be doing 
the same for2018.  The Finance Committee is recommending 
moving that $300,000 into “3 month Treasury Bills” which 
yield higher interest rates. While the Foundation is doing 
very well so are the Supreme Lodge and CSJ (both are oper-
ating in the Black).  An IRS update on all national lodges was 
given – 36 lodges’ non-profit status have been revoked (there 
are 3 in CA).  Don’t forget to file your 990 returns yearly and 
submit approval to the Grand Lodge Office by May 15th.

 National 1st Vice President Nancy Quinn stated the Octo-
ber Calendar Program is progressing nicely with California 
presently leading the sales. Keep selling those calendars! Be 
sure to check out the Online Store www.cafepress.com/osia 
for a variety of OSIA and Italian items for sale. Proceeds will 
go to the Supreme Lodge. Nancy and her committee have 
revised two parts of the National Ritual and Protocol Guide-
lines (the Ceremony for the Installation of New Members and 
Conducting Regular Meetings). Her committee is hoping to 
have several more areas to share at the February National 
Plenary. 

National 2nd Vice President Robert Bianchi reported that 
there were some by-laws issues/disputes that have gone 
smoothly thanks to National Orator Michael Creedon who 
has done a great job.  Orator Creedon requested that all By-
law Changes be turned in by December, so he can report 
back at the February meeting, and be ready for the August 
Convention.  Brother Bianchi shared that the new website is 
coming along very well, and that they are in the process of 
allowing lodges to tie into the new National Website. They 
are also in the progress of creating a Business Directory.

National 3rd Vice President Joseph Boncore shared in-
formation on the Garibaldi Meucci Museum which still has 
bricks for sale and will be having their 30th Annual Fundrais-
er Luncheon on November 3rd, 2018. They will be holding a 
raffle as well. Tickets are $5.00 per ticker or $30.00 per book. 
Contact me if interested in purchasing. Both Autism and 
Cooley’s Anemia will be having fund raisers as well. Brother 
Boncore stated that The Future Good of the Order Commit-
tee have developed a Membership Retention Manual which 
will be ready for distribution in the future. Committee Chair 
Carolyn Cianciotta shared a social event called “Cinderella’s 
Closet that combines elements of a fashion show and a silent 
auction raising money for scholarships and helps disadvan-
taged high school girls attend the Prom …. In style. See me 
for more information on this newsworthy event that would 
help spread the word about our lodges and what we do.

National 4th Vice President Michael Polo stated they are 
hoping to have another Student Summit in the future. He 
also mentioned the tremendous successes with the Schol-
arship Programs and the outstanding quality of students 
presented with scholarships at the May 2018 NELA Gala.  
National has been working on a new format for this event, 
learning along the way, and will be continuing to move for-
ward.  NELA will take place next May again at the Gaylord 
in Maryland. Brother Polo’s committee is also in the process 
of preparing an Employee Policy. The membership Commit-
tee chaired by Dr Mark De Nunzio and John Caroche have 
held monthly conference calls to develop ideas and a market-
ing plan to make available ultimately to the local, state and 
national lodges of OSIA. National’s current membership for 
the 1st Quarter of 2018 is 33,729 down from 35,098 during 
the 4th Quarter 2017.  As you can see, membership is our top 
issue to address.

National 5th Vice President Richard Della Croce stated he 
will be sending out information to all Grand Lodges regard-
ing the Sellaro and Marconi Awards which will be presented 
at the 2019 Convention next August in San Antonio, TX.

National Historian Carolyn Reres reported that she is 
communicating with Seaton Hall regarding the archiving of 

QSIA artifacts.  Carolyn asked if we are aware of any statues 
of Columbus in our states, please contact her.  It was also 
suggested that each state compile a list of the number of 
scholarships and amount of monies distributed locally and 
state-wide as well as nationally each year.  Another way of 
letting people know what we are all about.

Starting this year, all donations to charities will be reported 
yearly rather than bi-annually at the National Convention.  
This year a total of $69,203.00 was collected for Alzheimers, 
Autism, Cooley’s Anemia, the Garibaldi Museum and CSJ. 
At the 2018 NELA, 2 Vans were donated to 2 disabled mil-
itary veterans, and it was voted to donate another van this 
year. They are searching for a school that needs rebuilding 
or a worthy project to directly send the $180,000.00 that was 
collected nationally for the Italian Earthquake Relief Fund. 
Our Order is a truly generous organization!  We need to stop 
being kept a secret, and let the public know what we do for 
students, veterans, charities and disaster relief.

The National Winter Plenary will be in our own backyard.  
Save the dates February 27 to March 2, 2019 to greet and meet 
with your National Brothers and Sisters at the Hyatt Mission 
Bay in San Diego.

Fraternally yours,
Lynn
National Trustee CA
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Hats…yes there were hats and several of them previously 
owned by Janet Capello but worn on August 3rd to the ceremo-
ny renaming Vallejo’s newest post office in her honor. The idea 
originated with Verna Mustico who considers Janet “one of 
Vallejo’s greatest women”. She contacted Solano County Super-
visor Erin Hannigan, who in turn contacted Congressman Mike 
Thompson and he introduced and championed the bill that was 
passed and signed in April. Presiding over the impressive cer-
emony was Crystal Jones, USPS Senior Operations Manager. 
Addressing the crowd, which was composed of many OSDIA 
members, Grand Lodge officers and past city dignitaries, were 
Verna Mustico, State President John Costa, Solano County Su-
pervisor Erin Hannigan and Congressman Mike Thompson. 
The plaque was unveiled and a replica presented to Adeline 
Nettleton who was seated next to Frank Locicero, resplendent 
in his orange sport coat and Janet’s matching orange hat. Small 
commutative pins resembling stamps but with Janet’s photo 
were keepsakes provided by the post office, in addition to a 
lunch reception with cake. Another reception followed at the 
Vallejo Lodge’s building where stories and memories of Janet 
were shared and celebrated.

Vacation….our Sunday dinner crew is taking a break in Sep-
tember and so circle your calendars and join us for our next 
Sunday dinner on October 14th. Our regular monthly meeting 
is the 2nd Tuesday of the month, preceded by dinner at 6:30 
p.m. Come join us!

Vallejo Lodges
by Sharon Silveira

 l to r: State President John Costa, Congressman Mike Thompson, 
Verna Mustico, Roberty Reynosa and Supervisor Erin Hannigan.
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Become a Sponsor 
of Il Leone!

Winner Every
Day Raffle

1.  Purchase a Winner Every Day Raffle ticket 
for $30. If your lodge does not have any, you 
can order some through the Grand Lodge.

2.  Mail your ticket stub and check to the Grand 
Lodge of California, 5051 Mission St., San 
Francisco, CA  94112

3.  Once received, your ticket goes into the tick-
et drum.  

4.  Tickets are drawn every two weeks, until 
the end of 2017, one   ticket for each of those 
days.  If you are a winner, a check for $25. 
will be mailed to you.  Winners names are 
also listed in the most current issue of the Il 
Leone newspaper.

5.  Your ticket is put back into the drum for all 
future drawings.

6.  There are several days throughout the year 
that have a higher     dollar amount.   Those 
days are listed on the back of each ticket.

7.  Grand Prize of $1,000.00 will be given only if 
1000 tickets are sold and returned by Decem-
ber 21st, 2017. Or if 4500 tickets are sold the 
Grand Prize will become $15,000.  4500 tick-
ets are one ticket per each of our members!! 
Buy a ticket and become a big winner.

It’s that easy!! 
You have a great chance of winning 

more than one time!! 
And a chance at the Grand Prize!

Make checks payable to:
Grand Lodge of California      

If you have any other questions,
please contact

            The Grand Lodge of CA (415)586-1316
           E-mail: sonsofitalyca@aol.com

 

ATTENTION 
PLEASE

Please make sure that articles are sent 
to debbie@sanddgraphics.com. and cc 
Apampuro@comline.com. I would also 
like articles sent in word to me and PDF 
to Andy if possible. 

We appreciate all your help.
Thank you,
Andy Pampuro
Debbie Ure

2018-2019 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

“Sponsors” are members, lodges, or friends, who have generously contributed $25.00   (or 
more) per year to help pay for the cost of producing, printing, and the distribution of our “IL 
LEONE” Newspaper. For more information about becoming an “IL LEONE” Sponsor, contact 
Andy Pampuro, Editor, at (949) 855-4279, or our Grand Lodge Office at (415) 586-1316.

Abronzino Family
Josephine Agosta
Anaheim Lodge
Alice P. Bankhead
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
Pamela Bini
Raymond Bini
Hilda Blay
Donna Branch
Rick Branch
Gianna Buldo
Judy Buldo
Susan Cahan
Mary Jane Cambria
David Carboni
In memory of Shirley Carboni
Karen Carroll
Mike Carroll
Al Chiechi 
Columbia Lodge
Columbo-Stella Lodge
Timothy Coragliotti
Regina Coragliotti
Cornelia Vita Nuova Lodge
Donna Lee Costa
John Costa
Marlene D. Cristanelli
Aldo G. DeRose
Pamela DeRose
Diablo Valley Lodge
Edithe DiGiuro
Michael DiGiuro
Rosemarie DiMaggio
Linda DePalma
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
Gabe Domenici
Mardell Domenici 
Eureka Lodge
Manny Finazzo
Steven Garnica
Gina Gallucci
Gloria Garibaldi
Judge Al Girolami
Vera Girolami
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge
Gold Country Lodge
Hanford Lodge
Joanne Coccia Lodge
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge

James Lamanna
Tina Lamanna
Joseph Lammore
Ronald Latteri
Janey Leonardich
Chris Lotito
Mary Lotito
Norma Marcucci
Gianfranco Marin
Maria Marin
Romano Marchetti
Susan Colaneri Monell
Bill Murphy
Lynn Murphy
John Musante
Gabriele Musselli
Adeline Nettleton
Northern Solano Lodge
Arlene Nunziati 
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
In Memory of
Rosemary Pampuro
Bennie Pardini
Florence Gurrieri Pardini
Andrea Pennino
Pignati, Maria
Pignati, Ugo
Annette Porter
Privitera Famly Charitable 
Foundation
Julie Querin 
Renaissance Lodge
Pam Ricci
Hugh Ricci
Stella Riccio
Tony Ricevuto
Pauline Richmond
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
Joe Rossi
Glen Rushing
Melanie Rushing
Lucy Sacco
Sacramento Lodge
Saddleback Valley Lodge
Salinas Lodge
Shasta Lodge
The Silva Family
Rick Silveira

Sharon Silveira
Joseph Simile
Brianna Simon
Gary Smith
Sadie Tamburine
Sid Tamburine
John Tedesco
Pam Tedesco
Elaine Teixeira
Anthony Tesoriere
Louise Tesoriere
Jan Richmond Trigleth
Michael Turrini
Ukiah Lodge
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Roy Vanoni
Yvonne Vanoni
Marilyn Vecchio
Ukiah Lodge
Debbie Ure
Virgilio Lodge
Carol Watson
Watsonville Lodge
Ann Wendel
Dick Wentz
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski 
Vita Zaccaria
Marco Zonni
Nina Zonni
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C. Colombo Lodge #1315
Antioch, CA

by Zelda LeFraki-Belleci

Junior Members of C. Colombo Lodge #1315 take a active role in 
Lodge meetings and fundraising projects. Seen above Anna Luci-
do, Sunshine Chair of the Lodge selling tickets at recent Bingo Par-
ty hosted by C. Colombo. Also volunteering at the event was Ethan 
Esposito, Lodge Chaplin, not pictured because he was “working the 
room”. Hoping to be a lucky winner is ticket buyer Jennifer Belleci.

Oh Happy Day! The “Davi Girls” were big winners at the recent Bin-
go Fund Raiser hosted by C. Colombo Lodge. Geraldine Davi walked 
off with the 50/50 award while sister Debbi won two game prizes. 
Seen above is Lodge Vice President Lisa Belleci-Navaro presenting a 
winning gift basket to Geradine, topping off a very lucky day!

Katie Castro is greeting guests and handling ticket sales at the Bin-
go Fund Raiser hosted by C. Colombo Lodge #1315. Katie is on the 
Charities Committee for the Lodge. Recent C. Colombo projects have 
benefitted the local food pantry as well as school supplies and back 
packs for elementary age students.
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Hanford Lodge #1543
Hanford, CA

by Jackie Giacomazzi
jackiegiacomazzi@gmail.com

Lilia Giacomazzi celebrated 105 years young at a party in her on hon-
or on July 21 at the Wyndham Hotel in Visalia, CA.

Annamarie Tesoriere is pictured as she was crowned Miss America at 
the Grand Lodge Convention in Ontario on June 29.

The Giacomazzi Family was honored by the dairy industry on June 
29 as they are named Dairy Family of the Year for is 125 years of con-
tinuous milk production on its facility founded in 1893.

 George and HazelAnn Christin celebrated 60 years of “wedded bliss” 
in August.  The couple is pictured here on their wedding day!!

Gianna Benedetti, Grand Lodge Miss California and Roma Lodge 
Queen joined Annamarie Tesoriere, Grand Lodge Miss America and 
Hanford Lodge Queen at the Hanford Lodge annual hotdog roast and 
swim party in August.  The two girls were on the winning bocce 
team!

 Joan Little presented a gift to President Charles Sant’Agata and his 
wife Joyce on the occasion of their 50th wedding anniversary on June 
29.  The couple celebrated their special day at the Grand Lodge Con-
vention.

Cesare
Battisti

Lodge #1518
Petaluma, CA                                      

by Louise Vicino
Greetings from Petaluma!

Just got home from a 
meeting, remembered I had 
an article to put into the Il Le-
one and I rushed to my com-
puter to try and get it in just 
in time.  It’s been a busy, but 
beautiful day here in Petalu-
ma.  But the year sure is fly-
ing by.

We had a nice meeting 
this month.  President Ann 
runs a good meeting.  Ed 
Santero and his crew provid-
ed us all with a delicious din-
ner.  Our thanks to them and 
to all who helped in any way.   
Plan to come next month.  I 
don’t know what the menu 
is, but our dinners are always 
delicious and dining with 
our fellow members makes it 
very pleasant.

Ron Lake mentioned that 
he has baskets for future raf-
fles and that if anyone would 
like to take a basket and fill it, 
it would be greatly appreciat-
ed and would make money 
for the Lodge.  He mentioned 
that two or three people 
could donate to one basket, if 
they wanted to do so

President Ann said that 
they will be having election 
of officers soon and if anyone 
would like to run for an office 
they can let her or one of the 
officers know.  She encour-
aged members to become an 
officer and had descriptions 
of the offices and their duties.  
So sign up!  Go for it!

Dedication of a Post Office 
in Vallejo, was given in Janet 
Capello’s name.  She was a 
young girl when she joined 
the Sons of Italy and gave 
her all for her Vallejo Lodge .  
She loved hats and you rare-
ly saw her without one.  She 
hosted many fashion shows 
and raised a lot of money for 
her Lodge.  We had her pres-
ence at many of our meetings.

The monthly drawing was 
won by Kaye Stack.    

Our next meetings will be 
September 14th and October 
11th.  Plan to attend and give 
your support to the Lodge.

Don’t forget to purchase 
a raffle ticket for the North 
to Alaska Cruise which sails 
on Sept. 3, 2019.  For $20 you 
have the chance to win a trip 
for two, valued at $6,169 on 
the Grand Princess which 
sails from San Francisco.  For 
more information give Ernie 
Giono a call at 707-585-2829.

Remember to call Marie 
DiCarli for dinner reserva-
tions.

Get well wishes to Betty 
Finkbonner, Bruno Fomasi, 
Frank Cresci and anyone else 
who is ill.  Happy Birthday 
and Happy Anniversary to 
anyone celebrating.

Keep the homeless, ser-
vice people and our Country 
in your thoughts and prayers.

Remember to be nice to 
someone, you will always get 
it back in return.

Become a Sponsor 
of Il Leone!
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Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto

August is Junior Member Night for Roma Lodge members 
as the lodge celebrates its junior members at a special meeting 
just prior to the start of the school year.  Of the 300 plus mem-
bers of Roma Lodge over 160 are members 20 years of age or 
younger. 

President David DePaoli turned over lodge ceremonies 
to the junior members and a special raffle was held featuring 
back-to-school items for junior members who were on hand.  
Lorraine Cleek, Maryann Luis and Larry Dutto put together an 
excellent meal of BBQ hamburgers, hotdogs, chicken tenders 
and French fries for the juniors. 

Roma Lodge President David DePaoli assists junior member So-
phia Gomes serve as president for the junior member night at the 
August meeting. 

Roma Lodge Junior Members show off all the great back-to-school items they received as part of the special 
raffle just for them. 

Junior member advisor Pam 
Sola is with junior members 
who made aprons for the Grand 
Lodge Convention.  Their dis-
play won top honors in the com-
petition.  In the front are (l-r) 
Adelyn Watkins, Giulia Wat-
kins and Eva Gomes with Pam 
and Sophia Gomes behind the 
display. 

Roma Lodge members had a special treat at the August meeting when 
Grand Lodge Queen Brianna Simon attended the meeting.  Also, 
in attendance were Hanford Lodge Queen Anaamarie Tesori-
ere-Miss America (left) and Roma Lodge Queen Gianna Bene-
detti-Miss California.  

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING  
LETTER TO YOUR FAMILY: 

 
I’m sorry to have left you without  
making any final arrangements. 

   
The reason I didn’t do this  

when I had the chance was…  
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

The Italian Cemetery 
Stewards of Your Family’s Heritage Since 1899

ww.ItalianCemetery.com
650-755-1511
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DARTMOUTH COLLEGE HONORS
2018 CALIFORNIA 

HUMANITARIAN PRIVITERA
Article by: Francis J. Kautz, Esq.

Just weeks before returning to California for the Humanitarian Leadership Awards Gala, Hu-
manitarian Award Recipient Phil Privitera was honored by Dartmouth College in Hanover, New 
Hampshire.

On Thursday, August 16, 2018, Dartmouth College held a dinner in honor of Philip J. Privitera.  
Mr. Privitera who earned both a Bachelor’s Degree and a Master’s Degree from Dartmouth, re-
mains an active Dartmouth Alumnus and serves on the Master of Arts in Liberal Studies Alumni 
Council. 

The dinner opened with Dr. Donald E. Pease, Jr. -- Dartmouth’s Ted and Helen Geisel (i.e. Dr. 
Seuss) Third Century Professor in the Humanities.  Dr. Pease praised the many and various con-
tributions of Mr. Privitera.  Specifically, he addressed Privitera’s willingness to help out in any 
capacity -- whether dedicating time, services or simply offering an opinion.  Dr. Pease spoke for 
nearly 15 minutes about Privitera, including great praise for Privitera’s pride and accomplish-
ments in the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America, with specific reference to Privitera’s 
upcoming Award as the California Grand Lodge Humanitarian of the Year (September 22, 2018, 
Santa Ana).
 
In 1991, Privitera took a calculated risk to leave Columbia University’s prestigious School of In-
ternational and Public Affairs in order to return to Dartmouth College to study under the late Dr. 
John A. Rassias and pursue a Master of Arts in Liberal Studies degree (or MALS) – which, at that 
time, was not part of an established Graduate School.  Professor Rassias had been a great inspi-
ration to Privitera throughout his undergraduate and graduate careers.  Rassias’ spirit, combined 
with the loving culture of the Dartmouth Community, quickly led Privitera to fully embrace Dart-
mouth Life and become a leader.  Privitera jested generally about his life: “whenever the ‘going 
gets tough,’ I know I can always go back to Dartmouth.” 

Rassias had originally introduced Privitera to Pease, who is now the Chair of MALS.  Dr. Pease 
revealed that, in fulfillment of one of Privitera’s dreams, the Master of Arts in Liberal Studies 
program is now the crowning jewel of the newly established School of Graduate and Advanced 
Studies at Dartmouth -- which was recently named after an Italian-American: Francis J. Guarini 
(former US House of Representative from New Jersey, 1979-93).

The First Dean of the Dartmouth Frank J. Guarini School of Graduate and Advanced Studies, Dr. 
F. Jon Kull (a former college mate of Phil) was also in attendance.  In acknowledgement of their 
contributions to Dartmouth, Privitera presented plaques to Dr. Pease, Dean Kull, as well as, to 
Dean Lee Coffin.

Privitera stated the most emotional part of the evening occurred for him when three current Dart-
mouth Seniors spoke -- Armin Mortazavi ‘19, Jimmy McHugh ’19, and Varsity Football Captain 
Jack Traynor ’19.  They only knew Privitera by reputation and had sought to attend the dinner for 
the opportunity to meet him.  While they admitted they had never met Privitera, all three seniors 
expressed the impact that Privitera’s accomplishments and legacy had on their lives, as well as, 
the lives of so many other students during their Dartmouth College experience.

Last Month: Our August meeting was very informal; friends 
talking to friends with just a little bit of lodge business thrown 
in. The parade committee will go ahead with plans for the new 
float, with details to be discussed with the builder. 

This Month: Most likely we will be planning for the October 
08 Pasta Fest; this dinner will be set up to honor our very own 
Carmela Liberta, who has recently passed away. Also, if you 
are a Saint Elias fan, as I am, see Isabel Ronzano, (559) 297-0851, 
for tickets for their upcoming dinner at the Fresno Convention 
Center.  And … the Fresno Sons and Daughters of Italy will 
be having their dinner and raffle party on Tuesday, September 
18; contact Olivia Gallegos at (559) 251-5992 for ticket and time 
information.

Humanity has over 3,000 years of experience with the prac-
tice of immunization, so now is not a time to stop: get your flu 
shot as soon as you can. 

The United Lodges meeting will be on September 09 in Visa-
lia at their lodge on Goshen Street beginning at 11:30 AM; RSVP 
by: September 5, 2018, to President Larry at Romanazzilarry@
msrcpa.com  (559) 733 1461; or jackiegiacomazzi@gmail.com  
(559 ) 584 7433; Celebration of Carol Watson’s birth date will be 
at Boo Bean Bakery between 1:00 PM and 4:00 PM …  RSVP to 
Jennie Rivera at (559) 287-9377.

Not all Italians speak “regular Italian”; many speak only in 
their local dialects; also, some speak only German or French, 
depending on where they are from.

Next Months will be busy: Our normal meeting day, Octo-
ber 15, is cancelled due to the Pasta Fest the prior week. Our 
Pasta Fest will be October 08 (remind your friends, family, and 
acquaintances, and arrange for your tickets. The ticket prices 
remain the same: $15 for adults, $7.50 for children … make your 
checks payable to Rodolfo Valentino Lodge; contact Carol Wat-
son at (559) 299-1941; November 19 will be our Thanksgiving 
Dinner; and, December 17 will most likely be our Christmas 
Dinner.

Join Us: If you have friends or family that are looking for 
good fellowship and a place to hang out on the third Monday 
of each month, invite them to join you at our meetings, 6:30 
PM, at Notre Dame Hall, 333 8th Street, at DeWitt Avenue.  We 
feature short meetings, great companionship, and superb food. 
Our web site is http://rodolfovalentinolodge.com/.  

Rodolfo Valentino
Lodge #1449

Clovis, CA
by Carole Watson, Pres., 

Lou Catallo, Historian; (559) 299-2205 lcatallo@aol.com

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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LODGE DIRECTORY
AMERICA

LODGE No. 1609
Anniv. Nov. 20, 1931

LA HABRA
PRES. LINDA ENNEMAN

c/o Linda Enneman 
641 S. Gilbert St.

Anaheim, CA 92804
Phone: (714) 309-6112

Email:  llee1975@aol.com 
Rec. Secty: Yolanda Campanelli

18224 Midbury St.
Brea, CA 92821

Phone: (562) 691-5487
Email: yolandacb2@msn.com
Meets 3rd Sun. 1:30 p.m.
101 West La Habra Blvd.

La Habra, CA 90631

ANAHEIM
LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. EVA LAVEZZARI

6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone (714) 501-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meeting 1st. Wed. 7:30 p.m.

NOT EVERY MONTH
Contact 

President Eva Lavezzari
or Rec. Sec. Fran D’Errico

for more details of date 
and place

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA  94590
Phone:  (707) 552-7474
Email: porterbini@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Melanie Rushing
216 Jepson Way

Vacaville, CA 95688
Phone:  (707) 449-1196

Email: gmzjrushing@
sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. EDNA ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969

Email: esposnca@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Walaine Hankins

14850 Highway 4,
Ste. A252

Discovery Bay, CA  94505
Phone:  (925) 437-4721

Email: whankins@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES.  ANNETTE PORTER
19310 Ronald Ave.

Torrance, CA  90503
Phone: (310) 371-1041

Email:  ampdynomom@aol.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES. ANN ALBERTONI
817 Elm Drive

Petaluma, CA 94952
Phone: (707) 763.4213

Email: a_albertoni@com-
cast.net

Rec.Secy. Anna Biggio
125 Rogue Moraes

Mill Valley, CA 94941
Phone: (415) 388.1998

Email: sonoioann@gmail.
com

Meets 2nd Thurs. 6:30 pm
Petaluma Community 

Center
(Lucchesi Park)

320 N. McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. JOHN NARDI
359 Iris Street

Redwood City, CA 94062-
1815 (2nd req)

Phone: (650) 363-0120
email: janardi@gmail.com
Rec. Secty Angie Fanucchi

3721 Wilshire Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 228-6013

Email: angsm42@gmail.com
Meets 4th  Tues. 7:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall 
1159 Bush St. 

San Carlos, CA 94070

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO GALLEGOS
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 251-5992
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall
3509 North First St.
Fresno, CA 93721

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (650) 291-3595
Email: angelamsilva_2008@yahoo.com

Rec. Secty. Carla Silva
1301 Williams Ave.

San Bruno, CA 94066
Phone:  (415) 308-8254

No information on meeting 
place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty. Dawn Romero 

12410 Westridge Dr.
Reno, NV 89509

Phone: (775) 350-2442
Email: Dromero@washoeschools.

net
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. GINA IACOVINO
1617 Talisman St.

Hesperia CA
Phone: (760) 964-4155

Email:reginiaaiacovino@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Minnie Lopez-Baffo
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (626) 422-0551

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOE LAPORTA
1536 Enclave Way

Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Secty. Angela 
Cosenza-Glatfelter

1362 Esperanza Trail
Palm Springs, CA 92262

Phone: 909-702-1616
Email: angie.Glatfelter@gmail.

com
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty. Maureen Bianco

1801 Manor Drive
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone: (559) 732-0700
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. JOHN SALIZZONI
P.O. Box 3131

Eureka, CA  95502-3131
Phone: (707)498-0774

EMAIL: eddie.alexander.
Rec. Secty. 

Phone: 
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. JAMES HILL
3196 Hawthorn St.

San Diego, Ca 92104
Phone:  (619) 280-5554
Rec. Secty. Sid Tamburine

1925 Circle Park Lane.
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone:  (858) 537-9878
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 P.M.

GIUSEPPE MAZZINI
LODGE No. 2011

Anniv. Dec. 10, 1950
FREMONT

PRES: GINA LOVECCHIO
10535 SE Schiller St.-Unit B

Portland, OR 97266
Phone (510) 943-7403

Email: gelyfish18@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Cathy Caserta

691 Mohican Dr.
San Jose, CA 94549

Phone:  (408) 225-6373
Email: catrica@sbcglobal.net

Meets 1st Fri. 6:30 p.m.
Newark Pavilion

6430 Thornton Ave.
Newark, CA 94560

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. ROY STRALLA
15510 Quicksilver Drive

Reno, NV 89511
Phone:  (775) 742-4400
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monicadomini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. ANTHONY SCOTCH
3225 Stonehurst Dr.

El Dorado Hills,CA 95762
Phone: (916) 425-3330

Email:agscotch@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Bev Stcotch
3225 Stonehurst Dr.

El Dorado Hills,CA 95762
Phone: (916) 425-1494

Email: bevscotch@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave.
La Puente, CA 91744  
Phone: (626) 917-5962 
Email: bverdo@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
11717 Grovedale Dr.
Whittier, CA 90604

Phone: (562) 693-3140
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 6 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. CHARLES 
SANT’AGATAI

1945 N. Glen Alva Lane
Clovis, CA. 93619

Phone: (559) 23-9523
e-mail:  csantagata916@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Janis Hansen

2195 Stratford Way
Hanford, CA 93631

Phone: (559) 582-4731
e-mail: jahansen@sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL DENARO
130 Lancer Ave. 

Oceanside, CA 92058
Phone:  (760) 433-1183
Email: saljd55@cox.com 

Rec. Secty. Jeffrey Steckman
4230 La Portalada Dr.
Carlsbad, CA 92010

Phone: (760) 458-9404
Email: jsteckman1aol.com

Meets 1st Tues. 6:30 p.m.
St. Johns Catholic Church

1001 Encinitas Blvd
Encinitas, CA 92024

LAS VEGAS
LODGE No. 2158

Anniv. Jan. 10, 1965
LAS VEGAS

MARY SCHIRLING
3917 Bella Palermo Way

Las Vegas, NV 89141-3424
Phone: (702) 382-9826

Email: lvupms@lvcoxmail.
com

Rec. Secty. Rita Ware
209 Pancho Via Dr.

Henderson, NV 89012
Phone: (702) 361-5831

Meets 3rd Mon. 
Blue Ox Tavern

5825 W. Sahara Ave
Las Vegas, NV 89104

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. DONNA FERREIRA
2028 Hickory Ct.

Modesto, CA  95356
Phone:  (209) 602-2056
Email: donnaferreira@att.net

Rec. Secty: Rose Montoya
3008 Lancaster Way
Modesto, CA 95355

Phone: (209) 872-4844
Email: rosenpaul@sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Fri. 5:30 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church
617 W. Orangeburg Ave. 

Modesto, CA

MONTEREY
LODGE No. 2003

Anniv. Feb. 5, 1950
MONTEREY

PRES. KEN CUNEO
1113 Buena Vista Ave

Pacifce Gove, Ca 93950
Email: kencun17@icloud.

com
Rec. Secty. Thomas M. 

Mancini
8 Valencia Ct.

Seaside, CA 93955
Phone: (831) 394-6480

Email: tmancini@sbcglobal.
net

Meets 3rd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Black Bear Diner 

2540 N. Fremont St.
Monterey, CA 93942

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. 

Meets 4th Mon. 7:00 p.m.
Senior Activity Center
1500 Jefferson Street

Napa, CA 94559
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LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST END

LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. DAVID CERBONI

12730 8th St.
Yucaipa, CA 92399

Phone: (949) 220-4466
Email: oneitaliansonDMC@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty Robin Sindicich

1751 Partridge Ave.
Upland, CA 91784

Phone (909) 949-1387
Email: robinsin@earthlink.net

 Meets 2nd Wed. 6:30 p.m.
7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

WILLIAM PACA
LODGE No. 1960

Anniv. May 25, 1947
MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRES. ROSALIA MARGARIT
3062 El Sobrante

Santa Clara, CA 95051
Phone: (408) 243-8680

Rec. Secty. Peggy Ludwico
1111Morse Ave. #171
Sunnyvale, CA 94089

Phone: (408) 745-1775
Email: peggy9374@aol.com
Meets 2nd  Wed. 5:00 p.m.

SFV Hall
361 Villa Street

Mountain View, CA 94040

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES: DON CRADDUCK
1735 Enterprise Dr. #110

Fairfield, CA 94533
Phone (707) 372-5151

Email: atoothmkr@comcast.
net

Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PARADISO
LODGE No. 2743

Anniv. July 10, 1999
PARADISE

PRES. WANDA TESSARO
14170 Wingate Circle
Magalia, CA 95954

Phone: (530) 762-0053
Email: jwtessaro@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Steve Neeley

1173 Waltons Mountain Rd.
Paradise, CA 95969

Phone: (530) 872-9325
Email: neeleymas2@

yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 6 p.m.

Paradise Ridge Senior Center
877 Nunneley Rd.

Paradise, CA 95969

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91096

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Recording Secty: Linda Ferraro Doi

523 N. Lowe Dr.
Placentia, CA 92870

Phone (714) 345-4780
Email:lindaferraro@sbcglobal.net

Meets 3rd Wed. 7 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church

Geneva Room
146 N. Grand Street
Orange, CA 92866

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

1565 Burl Ave
Clovis, CA 93611

Phone: (559) 299-1941
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. DAVID DEPAOLI
22714 Avenue 184

Strathmore, CA 93267
Phone: (559) 804-5443

Email: ddepaoli@ocsnet.net
Rec. Secty. Giovanna De Paoli

22714 Avenue 184
Strathmore, CA 93267
Phone: (559) 361-0640

Email: gdepaoli@ocsnet.net
Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.

World Ag Center Social Hall
4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Raley’s

1915 Douglas Blvd.
Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite Bay, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Abbie Baroni

2249 Tulip Way
Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone:  (916) 925-8758
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: (909) 557-4585
E-mail: hanklowinger@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SALINAS
LODGE No. 2082

Anniv. Mar. 8, 1959
SALINAS

PRES. PAMELA DE ROSE
541 Belmont Dr.

Salinas, CA 93901
Phone (831) 757-6843

Rec. Secty. Lillian Filice
29 Alameda Place
Salinas, CA 93901

Phone:  (831) 758-0449
Mets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.

Madonna Del Sasso Parish
320 E. Laurel Dr.

Salinas, CA 93906

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, Ca 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. CAROLE 
DELLARAGIONE

3560 Magnums Way
Redding, CA  96003

Phone:  (530) 241-4342
Email: mscturner@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Rita Mandina

6318 Paso Drive
Redding, CA 96001

Phone:  (530) 244-339
Email: happyfeet55@

sbcglobal.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Michael Norris

1400 Deer Park Rd.
Angwin, CA 94508

Phone:  (214) 770-5969
Email: amnorris09@yahoo.com

Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Native Sons Hall

1313 Spring Street
St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727@comcast.net

Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll
P.O. Box 198

Sonoma, CA 95476
Phone: (707) 938-1295

Email: karenecar@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Drive

Chico, CA 95972
Phone:  (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@sbcglobal.
net

Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo
16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 519-2974
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 4:45 p.m.
2775 Nord Avenue
Chico, CA 95973

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. GLEN RUSHING

216 Jepson Way
Vacaville, CA 95688

amzjrushing@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

479 McDonald Rd.
Aptos, CA 95003

Phone: (831) 210-9577
Email: kcpres@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. 

Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti
P. O. Box 130

Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: (530) 938-2881

Email: sole@cot.net
Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Memorial Hall
155 Clay Street

Weed, CA 96094

 



PAGE 16 IL LEONE SEPTEMBER 2018

I'm an Italian American
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 

Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.
I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 

My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 
My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of Dante, and 

the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colo-
nizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of

man was written into the Bill of Rights.
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.
I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.

I am Alessandro Malaspina.
I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,

I am John Basilone of New Jersey.
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 

and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,

the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.

I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has dedicated 

me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.


