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OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE 
GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA 
WHOSE JURISDICTION COVERS 

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA  AND 
KLAMATH COUNTY IN OREGON

DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY

IL LEONE
A Message From The

State President

State President
John Costa

It is a sad time as we an-
nounce the passing of Past 
State President David Pris-
co. He passed away peace-
fully on October 9th at his 
home.

David was born in 
Ashtabula, Ohio, the 
youngest of five children. 
He attended school there 
and in 1955 after being hon-
orably discharged from the 
Navy he moved to Califor-
nia. He attended Fullerton 
Junior College and Califor-
nia State University where 
he majored in marketing 
and business education. He 
was a member of the  Alpha 
Kappa Psi Business Frater-
nity.

David has been a mem-
ber of the Sons of Italy for 44 
years. He held various posi-
tions  climbing the ladder 
of success as he did. First 
in the Renaissance Lodge 
holding various chairs in-
cluding that of President. 
Then in the state level in-
cluding that of State Trust-
ee, then State Treasurer, 
then State Orator and final-
ly State President in 2001.

David has had more 
honors bestowed upon him 
and rightfully so. David 
was very involved with 

David A. Prisco
1932-2017

the International Street Fair 
held each year in the City of 
Orange. He was an active 
member of the Elks Club. 
He was an accomplished 
pianist playing at all the tal-
ent shows held at our con-
vention.

1999 David was the lo-
cal committee chair for the 
Bicentennial National Con-
vention held in Long Beach. 
It was an event that was 
very successful.

At one time and I don’t 
have the date, David was 
awarded the title of Cava-
liere by the Italian govern-
ment. A title which David 
cherished.

In recent years David 
still remained active with 
his lodge  becoming the 
president once again. Then 
recently he was elected to 
Vice President of the United 
Lodges of Southern Califor-
nia.

If I list all of David’s ac-
complishments it would 
probably take up the whole 
paper. He will be missed by 
all who knew him. He had a 
little boy charm that we all 
loved.

Rest in peace, you will 
be missed.

   By Andy Pampuro

As I write this article 
my heart is heavy. With the 
loss of Past State President 
David Prisco my heart goes 
out to his family. David was 
the State President in 2003 at 
my first convention. He will 
be missed, a soft spoken, 
gentle giant. Also we send 
our condolences to William 
Paca Lodge President Ro-
salia Margarit on the loss of 
her husband Albano Mar-
garit, another member who 
was always smiling. Rest in 
peace my Brothers. 

We also need to keep 
our thoughts and prayers 
with all of those affected 
by the wild fires in Napa, 
Sonoma and Santa Rosa 
and Anaheim. I spent a 
Saturday morning after 
the fires started calling and 
talking to all the filial lodge 
presidents in those areas to 
check on our members. I 
have heard so far of a cou-
ple of members in Ukiah, 
one in Santa Rosa and one 
in Lake County have lost 
their homes, besides a num-
ber of others who have been 
displaced. I am working on 
a way we can help these 
members through the West-
ern Foundation. I have con-
tacted Brother Roy CAO of 
the Western Foundation to 
find a way we can help our 
brothers and sisters. Wow, 
from hurricanes in Hous-
ton and Florida to fires in 
Nebraska and to fires in 
California. Mother Nature 
sue must be upset with us. I 
say to her we are sorry, now 
enough is enough.

Now onto some more 
pleasant items, (this is why 
I do not like to watch the 

news).  Grand Council was 
held on September 22 and 
23rd. I would like to thank 
all of the Grand Council of-
ficers and the members for 
their complete cooperation 
during the meetings. We 
were able to get all business 
completed and then on Sat-
urday night had a wonder-
ful celebration in honor of 
Cav. Maria Fassio Pignati, 
Past State President. It was 
nice to see Phil from Mas-
sachusetts come out to the 
event for Maria also. It was 
a great evening enjoyed by 
all.

It was mentioned to me 
why we do not give a report 
from National Convention 
like your delegates do for 
our State Convention. So I 
asked each of the delegates 
present to touch on a few 
highlights at Grand Coun-
cil, and for those that were 
not there I would like to 
touch on a few highlights. 
One of the biggest issues at 
the national level but also at 
our state level is member-
ship. As of the second quar-
ter we have a total of 34,827 
members, they are project-
ing a loss of down to 34,000 
by fiscal year 2019. We all 
need to help stop this. Our 
membership chair Gary 
Smith has some ideas that 
I hope we can implement. 
Other ideas are welcome.  
On a sad note the Grand 
Lodge of Arizona was dis-
solved, due to lack of mem-
bers. I plan on reaching out 
to the Arizona lodges to of-
fer that they join the Grand 
Lodge of California. As 
you have heard the name 
change is official. National 
is working on a new web-
site that they hope to have 
online soon.  One thing that 
always brightens my day 
at our convention and at 
national is the donations. 
The total donations given 
at national for the charities, 
museum and civic projects 
were $401,305.00. Kudos to 
all of our members nation-
wide.

Our Western Founda-
tion Sons of Italy golf tour-
nament was held on Octo-
ber 2nd and Michael Smith 
and his committee once 

again did an outstanding 
job. But the highlight of 
my day was before the golf 
tournament, I was the guest 
of Gary Smith at the Barry 
R. Kirshner Wildlife Sanctu-
ary where I was given a tour 
and was able to hold a 15 
week old 29 lb Snow Leop-
ard. What an experience. 
Thank you Gary and Kelly. 
I will try to have a picture 
next month. If you have not 
been there I highly recom-
mend it.

October is a busy month 
with all the Columbus Day 
and Italian Heritage Day 
celebrations. I was able to 
attend Giuseppe Mazzini 
lodge #2011 Columbus Day 
picnic. Wow, the food and 
friendship was outstand-
ing, thank you Gina. First 
Lady Donna Lee and I had 
the honor to represent you 
at the 149th annual Italian 
Heritage Parade, along 
with Queen Mary. It was a 
beautiful day in San Fran-
cisco warm weather and a 
lot of smiling faces.  Thank 
you once again John Perret-
to for obtaining the cars for 
us, I think John said he has 
been doing this for 17 years.  
It was truly an honor to 
represent you.  Later in the 
month we attended North-
ern Solano Lodges Colum-
bus day Dinner, thank you 
Don and members of the 
lodge. I have received many 
other invitations and am 
trying to attend as many as 
I can, if I am unable to I will 
send a representative in my 
place. 

In closing as Novem-
ber comes into sight let’s 
remember our Veterans, 
those that have fought to 
keep us safe and give us the 
rights we have to live in the 
United States of America. 
I always try to, when I see 
someone in the military or 
even wearing a military hat 
to thank him or her for their 
sacrifice and service.  I now 
am very thankful for our 
first responders how have 
braved the fires California 
has had.

Mille grazie
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From the
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by Andy Pampuro
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RALPH AGNELLO

(1993-1995)
226 N Carl Dr.
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Phone #: 559-627-3956

Email: alexgooddog1@gmail.com
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HAZEL ANN CHRISTIN

2173 Knowlwood Dr.
Hanford, Ca 93230

Phone #: 559-582-3597
Cell #: 559-309-3597

Email: hazelannc@comcast.net
Athletic

MARY LOTITO
437 Audraine Drive
Glendale, CA 91202

Phone #: 818-242-2469
Cell #: 818-414-9908
Fax #: 818-242-2002

Garibaldi Meucci Museum
JOY BRUNO

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone #: 707-422-3391
Cell #: 707-332-5623

Email: joy.b@comcast.net

ROY T. VANONI
(2003-2005)

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone & Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

JOHN TEDESCO
(1999-2001)

18 Carvel Place
Sacramento, CA 95835-2012

Phone #: 916-419-6606
Fax #: 916-419-6626

Work #: 916-419-6646
Cell #: 916-207-1603

Email: tedescojt@aol.com

State President
JOHN COSTA

1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 415-819-0475
Email: jc19632002@yahoo.
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ARLENE M. NUNZIATI
125 Humboldt Road

Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone #: 650-342-3313

Fax #: 650-342-3310
Cell #: 415-608-3313

Email: rlene49@pacbell.net
State Second Vice President

SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE
1925 Circle Park Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone #: 760-452-6108
Cell #: 760-613-6178

Email: sadie.k@att.net
State Third Vice President

BARBARA FUMOSA 
WISNIEWSKI

20987 Gunnison Ct.
Reno, NV 89508

Cell #: 201-874-5946
Email:  BarbReno1949@

aol.com
Immediate Past State Pres.

CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY  
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-963-0521 
Cell #: 707-694-8621
Fax #: 707-968-9709

Email:  clawrence2844@
sbcglobal.net
State Orator

MARK VAONA
2802 Knode St.

Torrance, CA 90501
Cell #: 310-739-4238 

Email: Mvaona@gmail.
com

State Recording Secretary
LORI ROSSI

4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Cell #: 209-404-1883
Email: loriatthegrandlodge@

gmail.com

GRAND LODGE QUEEN
MARY LUCIDO

164 Copper Knoll Way
Oakley, CA 94561

Phone #: 925-783-6329
email: marylucido.1@

gmail.com

EMERITUS ROLL
Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

13725 S. Tamarak Dr.
Plainfield, Il 60544

Phone #:559-625-3115
Cell #: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

State Financial Secretary
GABE DOMENICI 
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Phone # 951-737-4306
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AL TRENTINI
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State Trustee North
BILL MURPHY

1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.
St. Helena, CA 94574

Phone #: 707-963-0521
Email: petalumabill@

gmail.com
Cell:  707-299-0922
State Trustee North

RAY BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA 94590
Phone #: 707-688-3751
Email: Raymond.bini@

gmail.com
State Trustee Central
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone & Fax #: 559-592-5466
Email: rteelee@aol.com
State Trustee Central
LOUISE SILACCI

13579 Francisco Dr.
Hanford, CA 93230

Cell #: 559-582-6952 
Phone #: 559-639-9800
Email: silaccilu@gmail.com

State Trustee South
MANNY FINAZZO

9093 Tangelo
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone #: 909-823-5161
Email: manveta@aol.com

State Trustee South
CARMINE BAFFO

19560 Rolling Greens
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Cell #: 760-885-8256

Email: carminnie@earth-
link.nett

Judiciary
HON. AL GIROLAMI

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-531-6553

Email: alveragiro@yahoo.com
Grand Lodge Building 
Grand Lodge Office

415-586-1316
Budget and Finance
DAVID LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email:taxcpa4you@aol.com

Scholarship
Students to Italy Program

ROSEMARIE
VANDERHAAR

801 W. Duarte Rd. #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone #: 626-254-0449
Cell #: 626- 222-7768

Email: rgeorev@aol.com
Italian Language & Culture

MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: 605-574-5786
Cell #: 414-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9329

Email: Abondnza@aol.com
Youth

BRIAN WATSON
4308 North Dewitt
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone #: 559-285-6934
Email:Pumbaa673@
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TONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone #: 702-896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Ritual and Protocol

DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-312-8134
Email:  2begrumpy@

gmail.com
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   EVA LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com

CHAIRPERSONS OF
COMMITTEES
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Leadership
ARLENE NUNZIATI
125 Humboldt Rd.

Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone #: 650-342-3313

Cell #: 415-608-3313
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Membership
GARY SMITH
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It is always very sad 
when I have to announce the 
death of one of our special 
leaders. David Prisco was 
our 27th State President and 
now he is gone. He will be 
missed very much.

Regardless what differ-
ent ones are trying to do by 
getting rid of Columbus Day 
isn’t working. We still had 
two Columbus Day celebra-
tions down here in the south 
and I’m sure San Francisco 
had a big event. Where I live 
the banks were open but the 
post office was closed. Cra-
zy. No one will ever forget 
Columbus Day with all the  
car dealers and stores having 

“big Columbus Day sales.” 
That’s all I hear and see on 
the TV … Columbus Day 
Sale. There is nothing about 
an Indian sale.

Many of  you have told 
me you would be sending me 
your donation to the Il Leone 
sponsorship program but 
haven’t come through yet. 
Did you forget? If you did I 
am reminding you to send in 
your donation. I am thanking 
you in advance.

Well we have one young 
man so far in the Royal Con-
test. If you know a young 
man who qualifies talk him 
into running as a prince and 
wishing he makes king. This 
is very exciting and I for one 
hope it works out for Eva 
Lavezzari who works so 
hard for this program.

Have a great Thanksgiv-
ing. Hope you get to spend 
the day with your loved ones.

Attention Everyone
In the next issue of the Il Leone we will be run-
ning the Holiday ads. If you would like to wish 
your fellow members a Merry Christmas this is 
the way to do it. The  average ad is only $36. 
Even if you have  been running an ad each year 
please let us know you want to continue. I can-
not assume that you do. Send me your new pic-
ture if you want it in the ad and if you  have 
special words otherwise we will do  it for you. I 
am thanking you in advance.

Andy Pampuro, Editor
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News from the Central
by Arlene Nunziati

State 1st Vice President

News from 
the South

by Sadie Tamburine
State 2nd Vice President

News from the North
by Barbara Wisniewski
State 2nd Vice President

Lodge Anniversaries
November
America #1609 11/20/31
Watsonville 11/18/51
Saddleback Valley 11/17/84

Congratulations!!!

San Mateo Columbus Day Committee Chair Terry Anderlini present-
ing me with a check for $1200.00 for a scholarship in memory of my 
Dad, Mario Marcucci.  Dad was very instrumental in starting the 
yearly Columbus Day celebrations.

We lost a dear friend 
on October 9th, Past State 
President David Prisco. He 
will be sorely missed. My 
thoughts and prayers are 
with you David. Rest in 
Peace.

Legislators, politicians, 
and educators continue to 
try to change history. Chris-
topher Columbus is and al-
ways will be a hero to Ital-
ians all over the world. The 
Sons and Daughters of Italy 
with the help of the Knights 
of Columbus will continue 
to celebrate the truth. Los 
Angeles, San Diego, San 
Francisco as well as many 
other cities in California 
continue to give tribute to 
Christopher Columbus. It is 
important we learn as much 
as possible about what truly 
happened and not believe 
what the powers that be are 
touting.

The truth: Christopher 
Columbus, with his son, 
was received by the Francis-
can friars in the Convent of 
La Rabida in Huelva, Spain. 
Here the Admiral found 
hospitality and shelter be-
fore his maiden voyage. He 
was a devout Catholic who 
kept all the traditions of 
Catholicism throughout his 
entire life as documented by 
his fellow sailors.

On six separate occa-
sions, Columbus wrote to 
the Holy Father requesting 
missionaries be sent to the 
recently discovered islands. 
His request was fulfilled 
on January 6, 1494, the first 
Mass in the Americas was 
offered by a Benedictine 
who had accompanied him 
on the second voyage.

Five centuries after the 
fact American Jesuit Fr. John 
Hardon would remark “It is 
one thing to say that Colum-
bus discovered the Amer-
icas. It is something else to 
realize that he opened the 
door to the most phenom-
enal spread of Christianity 
since the time of St. Paul’’.

It is up to us to continue 
to dispute the lies that are 
banded about.

My thoughts and prayers 
are with all my sisters and 
brothers in the fire areas of 
northern California.  If there 
is any way we can help, 
please reach out to the Grand 
Lodge and we will get the 
word out.  God bless you and 
keep you safe.

I would like to thank all 
those who sent me cards and 
well wishes on my surgery.  
You have no idea how won-
derful it is to hear from you. 
I’m healing according to my 
surgeon’s plan.  Just not fast 
enough for my plan!  But 

we’re working on it.
This month I would like 

to speak about our Ritual 
and Protocol Manual and the 
Local Lodge Meetings Proce-
dures, which is section two.  I 
heard those groans out there!!  
How many of you Lodge 
Presidents have actually read 
that section? It’s only 5 pages 
typed in large font so we may 
not even need our glasses! 

 As a past Lodge Presi-
dent, I used this as a guide, 
which is what it is meant 
to be.  If you follow it as a 
guide you will cover all the 
business necessary to be con-
ducted in a minimal amount 
of time.  I know we all under-
stand that business must be 
conducted but we don’t want 
to spend hours taking care of 
it.   We want to spend our free 
time eating and enjoying the 
company of our sisters and 
brothers!

Give it a try and let me 
know what you find.

Till next month…
Fraternally
Barbara

This has been a very sad 
and busy month.  When will 
all this disaster and sadness 
go away!

The fires in Northern Cal-
ifornia and all over the state 
were so disastrous.  I can’t be-
lieve all the loss.  Thank God, 
from what I hear, our mem-
bers were evacuated but have 
not heard of any losses.

We lost many friends and 
members this month.  My 
sincere sympathy to the fam-
ily of David Prisco, our Past 
State President.  David was 
a wonderful man and I have 
so many fond memories of 
him when I was his State Re-
cording Secretary.  He cooked 
many dinners for me.  It was a 
shock when I heard the news.

Sympathy to Rosaria Mar-
garit, President of the William 
Paca Lodge, and family on the 
loss of her husband Albano 
who had been ill for a while.

Condolences to the family 
of Eugenia Chiesa who was a 
long time member of the Half 
Moon Bay Lodge and then San 
Mateo. I remember always go-
ing to their meetings as my 
Dad was their State Deputy 
for over 30 years.

My condolences to Terry 
Anderini on the loss of his 
mother.

There were few fun events 
thrown in this month.  I at-
tended the United Lodges 
of Southern California Co-
lumbus Day Celebration 
which was a huge and beau-
tiful event.  I represented State 
President John Costa who was 
unable to attend.  We arrived 
early from the Bay Area and 
were able to attend mass in 
the old beautiful St Peters 
Church and the mass was all 
in Italian!  I had not been to 
an Italian mass since I was a 
young girl and went with my 
Nonna.  Beautiful!

Congratulations to Rose-
marie Vanderhaar who 
chaired a beautiful celebra-
tion.  It was an outstanding 
event with over 300 people in 
attendance.  I was so happy 
to see Mary and Joe LaBanca, 
Frank DeSantis and Eileen, 
Chris and Mary and of course 
David, along with so many 
brother and sisters.  The long 
drive was well worth it!  The 
Girl Scouts said the Pledge of 
Allegiance all in Italian!  All 
their meetings are also con-
ducted in Italian.

The following week I at-
tended the San Mateo Colum-
bus Day event which was an-
other great event.  Thank you 
Joy Bruno for coming down 
from Fairfield.  A special trib-
ute was given to my Dad and 
a $1,200.00 check presented in 
his memory to Western Foun-
dation for a scholarship. We 
didn’t attend the parade the 
next day, which I heard was 

great, stayed home to watch 
the 49er lose another close 
game!

Last month was our Grand 
Council meeting in Santa 
Clara where we honored Past 
State President Maria Pignati 
with a beautiful dinner.  She 
is so deserving of all the ac-
colades given to her.  Phil Pri-
vitera came all the way from 
Massachusetts with his son 
to honor her.  We attended a 
49ers game and had a great 
time, even though they lost 
again! Our State President ran 
a great meeting for his first 
council meeting.  

Since I am now the Nation-
al Alzheimer’s Chair, I held 
a raffle and cookbook sale 
to raise some funds for the 
cause. Thank you to Yvonne 
Vanoni who assisted while I 
was in the meeting. 

I attended the annual BBQ 
of the Giuseppe Mazini Lodge 
in Fremont.  What a fun event.  
Kudos to the lodge and their 
President Gina for another 
great event.

All we seem to do is eat 
at these wonderful meals! No 
wonder the weight keeps get-
ting added on!

Most recently, in between 
the funerals, I attended 
the meeting of the Monte-
rey Lodge.  They discussed 
closing the lodge but a few 
members wanted to keep it 
open.  They have changed 
some officers, will try to ob-
tain new members (they had 
three that night) and keep it 
going.  Please attend one of 
their meetings if you are in the 
area.  They are an old estab-
lished lodge and really need 
our support. And they meet at 
a great restaurant with terrific 
food!

The same week drove 
down to Watsonville, with my 
driving partner, Joy, and at-
tended the Watsonville Lodge 
meeting.  (after a week I know 
those back roads very well) I 
had the privilege and honor of 
INITIATING 20 NEW MEM-
BERS!!!  Wow what a group; 
everyone was so friendly and 
they are all happy and enjoy 
each other! The meal was de-
licious.  I have never initiated 
so many new members at one 
time!  Congratulations to the 
Watsonville Lodge and keep 
up the good work! They also 
spoke on our 365 fundraiser 
and can’t wait to get the new 
tickets; many of their mem-
bers along with the lodge 
have won several times!

 I was reunited with an old 
friend, Martha Muzzi and her 
husband Vince.  Martha’s Dad 
and my Dad were old friends 
and I also know their nephew 
Roberto in Pistoia from when 
Vera and I went on our Italian 
trip over there.  We took the 
“scenic” route down – glad it 
was daytime, but came home 
another way which was very 
easy!!!  Thank you Janey and 
the Watsonville Lodge for a 
most enjoyable evening and 
their hospitality.  I was also 
able to introduce their new 
State Deputy Norm Hagen.  
You know, as you travel to all 
these lodges, and being Ital-
ian, you find that we know a 
lot of the same people. 

Get well wishes to Barbara 
Wisniewski and Bill Murphy 
who are both recuperating 
from surgeries.

Ciao for now.
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On Sunday, October 1st, 
the United Lodges of South-
ern California held a terrific 
affair saluting Christopher 
Columbus. Recording Secre-
tary Rosemarie Vanderhaar 
was the chair for this event 
which was held at the Casa 
Italiano in Los Angeles.

Rosemarie welcomed ev-
eryone and paid special at-
tention to Vita Zaccaria who 
use to run these events until 
last year. Rosemarie intro-
duced Andy Pampuro as the 
M.C. for the day.

Even though they are try-
ing to get rid of Columbus 
Day we will still celebrate the 
great man every year.

The girl scouts of America 
presented the colors and led 
us in the pledge of allegiance  
under the direction of Sarah 
Taylor.

Regina Iacovino sang the 
Italian and American Nation-
al Anthems accompanied by 
her mother Grace on the pi-
ano.

Father Louie Piran from 
St. Peter’s Church gave the 
invocation.

Andy then introduced the 
dignitaries who honored us 
with their presence. We were 
thrilled and happy to have 
with us our new National 
President Vira Girolami and 
her husband Judge Al Girol-
ami.

Our State First Vice Pres-
ident Arlene Nunziati who 
was representing our State 
President John Costa.
Our State Second Vice Presi-
dent Sadie Tamburine.
State Orator Mark Vaona.
State Financial Secretary 
Gabe Domenici and his wife, 
Mardell.
State Trustees Central Pau-
line Richmond and Louise 
Salacci.
State Trustees South Manny 
Finazzo and Carmine Baffo 
and his wife, Minnie.
Past National and State Pres-
ident Frank DeSantis  and his 
wife, Eileen.
Past State President Chris Lo-
tito and his wife, Mary,  who 
is our Athletic Chair.
Past State President Ralph 
Agnello
Past State President Joseph 
LaBanca and his wife, Mary.
Past State President David 
Prisco

The chairperson of this 

United Lodges of Southern California
pays tribute to Christopher Columbus

affair as well as our Scholar-
ship Chairperson Rosemarie 
Vanderhaar.

Our keynote speaker was 
Tony Ricevuto who is chair-
man of the Commission for 
Social Justice.

We also had many people 
from various Italian organi-
zations too many to mention.

Last but not least we had 
fourteen Sons of Italy lodg-
es in attendance. They were 
America, Anaheim, Cen-
tinela Valley, Desert Valley, 
Hacienda, Joanne Coccia, 
Pugliese, Renaissance, Sad-
dleback Valley, West End, 
LaCosta dei Fiori, Fratellan-
za Garibaldina, Hanford and 
the Enrico Caruso Lodge.

After all the introductions 
it was time for lunch. A deli-
cious lunch was served to all 
in attendance. Many thank to 
Nick D’Egido of the Portafi-
no Trattoria.

After lunch we heard 
from our speakers starting 
with our keynote speaker 
Tony Recivuto who gave 
a dynamic speech which 
boiled down to as Italians we 
must stick together.

State First Vice President 
Arlene Nunziati represented 
our State President John Cos-
ta and also gave a very nice 
talk.

We also heard from our 
State Second Vice President 
Sadie Tamburine. 

Our last speaker was our 
newly elected National Presi-
dent Vera Girolami who gave 
a very dynamic speech. All 
of our speakers spoke about 
Columbus and our fight to 
preserve his name and repu-
tation.

Our United Lodges of 
Southern California presi-
dent Carmine Baffo and his 
wife, Minnie, presented Vera 
with a beautiful bouquet of 
flowers.

Our chairlady Rosema-
rie Vanderhaar thanked her 
committee which consisted 
of Carmine Baffo, Palmie 
Crispi, Paul Crispi, Linda En-
nenman, Michele Lowinger, 
Annette Porter, Vita Zaccaria 
and Andy Pampuro. It was a 
very successful event and al-
ready plans are in the works 
for next year. We will never 
stop celebrating Columbus 
Day.

  

Singing the Italian and American Anthems Regina Iacovino.

L/R State First Vice President 
Arlene Nunziati, National Pres-
ident Vera Girolami, State Sec-
ond Vice President Sadie Tam-
burine and our keynote speaker 
Tony Ricevuto.

United Lodges President  Car-
mine Baffo and his wife Minnie 
presenting a beautiful bouquet 
of flowers to our National Presi-
dent, Vera Girolami.

Chair of this year’s event Rose-
marie Vanderhaar with the past
chair of these events Vita Zac-
caria.

The Girl Scouts of America pre-
senting the colors and leading 
us in the pledge of allegiance.
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2016-2017 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

“Sponsors” are members, lodges, or friends, who have generously contributed $25.00   (or 
more) per year to help pay for the cost of producing, printing, and the distribution of our “IL 
LEONE” Newspaper. For more information about becoming an “IL LEONE” Sponsor, contact 
Andy Pampuro, Editor, at (949) 855-4279, or our Grand Lodge Office at (415) 586-1316.

Abronzino Family
Rene Adair
Josephine Agosta
Anaheim Lodge 
Jean Andreoni
Susan Antonini
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
Carmine Baffo
Pamela Bini
Ray Bini
Hilda Blay
Joy Bruno
Gianna Buldo
Judy Buldo
Susan Cahan
Camelia Colombo Lodge
Karen Carroll
Michael Carroll
Nick Cervone
Martha Cervone
HazelAnn Christin
C. Columbo Lodge
Columbia Lodge
Columbo - Stella Lodge
Cornelia Vita Nuova Lodge
Donna Lee Costa
John Costa
Marlene Cristanelli
Diablo Valley Lodge
Cristoforo Columbia Lodge
Linda DePalma
Aldo DeRose
Diablo Valley Lodge
Edithe DiGiuro
Mike DiGiuro
Rosemarie DiMaggio
Patricia Dito
Pete Dito
Steven Garnica
Gianfranco Fanton
Matt Ferreira
Manny Finazzo
Gloria Garibaldi

Mary Ponte Gardner
Gwen Ginocchio
Honorable Al Girolami
Vera Girolami
Leonardich, Janey
Angelo Leone
Giuseppe Mazzini
Giuseppe Verde Lodge
Anna Guardi
Mario Guardi
Hanford Lodge
Sid Koehler
Sadie Koehler
Joe LaBanca
Mary LaBanca
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
Zelda LaFrak
Jim Lamanna
Tina Lamanna
Janey Leonardich
Norma Marcucci
Gianfranco Marin
Maria Marin
Modesto Lodge
Susan Colaneri Monell
Bill Murphy
Lynn Lawrence Murphy
Barbara Muselli
Gabriele Muselli
Bernadine Neil
Adeline Nettleton
Arlene Nunziati
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
Bennie Pardini
Keith Perez
Nina Perez
Maria Pignati
Ugo Pignati
Annette Porter
Privitera Family Charitable 
Foundation

Julie Querin
Renaissance Lodge
Hugh Ricci 
Pam Ricci
joseph Riccio
Stella Riccio 
Tony Ricevuto
Pauline Richmond
Al Rossi
Joe Rossi
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
Glen Rushing
Lucy Sacco
Sacramento Lodge
Saddleback Valley Lodge
Salinas Lodge
Margaret Salvatore
Richard Salvatore
Angela Salva
Steven Santulli
Carla Silva
Louise Silacci
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Joseph Simile
John Tedesco
Pam Tedesco
Elaine Teixeira
Tony Tesoriere
Michael Turrini
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Roy Vanoni
Marilyn Vecchio
Carol Watson
Watsonville Lodge
Ann Wendel
Dick Wentz
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski 
Marco Zonni
Nina Zonni

Our Ethnic Heritage
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M.

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

E-mail: stephencontrado@gmail.com

Italian Americans ought 
never to lose the will, cour-
age, and energy to thrive as 
an ethnic group in the United 
States. Our heritage is older 
and stronger than fashion-
able political ideologies and 
modern political slogans. 
Moreover, much of the best 
in government has derived 
from ancient Italian tradi-
tions. 

Italians struggled to ob-
tain nationhood in Europe 
and defended it with great 
zeal. They developed strong 
republican and democrat-
ic institutions. Italian social 
philosophers struggled to 
implement constitution-
al law. The Italian people 
demonstrated a love of fam-
ily, tradition, and community 
that produced a society of 
remarkable wealth. Italy re-
mains today a land of beauty 
and pleasure. 

There are many detrac-
tors of Italy who would have 
us now focus only on neg-
ative views. They let loose 
a steady stream of disinfor-
mation and blatant hostility 
to wear away our unity. The 
detractors pass on their ill-
formed opinions as factual to 
draw the majority of Ameri-
cans into their devious camp. 
They provide no real alter-
natives or solutions, only 
protests and criticisms. They 
give little credit for ideas 
they borrow from Italy, and 
usually debase much of what 
is meaningful in them.

The Italian immigrants 
came to the United States out 
of love of democracy. They 

were hardworking men and 
women who had an indom-
itable will to become Amer-
icans. They worked during 
the day and went to night 
schools to learn American 
ways and history, honor the 
laws, and master the English 
language. They enriched 
America in ever field. Some 
were barbers, some tailors, 
some cooks, some stone-
masons, some shoemakers, 
some gardeners, some mer-
chants, some scholars, some 
musicians, and some day 
laborers. The Italians were 
harshly kept out of various 
fields, but they remained op-
timistic and full of goodwill. 
They sacrificed to allow their 
children to obtain higher ed-
ucation.

Italian Americans, broth-
ers and sisters, do nothing 
to dishonor the good name 
of the “Italian”! The good of 
America depends on you. 
Respect yourselves. Aid each 
other, never oppress one an-
other. Make friends among 
all Americans. Let us realize 
the Golden Rule as our polit-
ical program: Do unto others 
as ye would they should do 
unto you.

We must from time to 
time renew our ideals and 
our vows. Let us stay strong 
and united. Progress is not a 
rash discontinuation of the 
past, but is a faithful building 
upon the foundation of fam-
ily and civic duty. We will 
cherish and defend the many 
opportunities and lawful lib-
erties we enjoy as Americans.

Law. Frederick Dielman (1847-1935) designed this mosaic, which was 
made in Venice, Italy, for the United States Library of Congress.
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
CHARLES SANT'AGATA
1945 N. Glen Alva Lane

Clovis, CA 93619
Phone: (559) 323-9523

cjsa@att.net
   

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CARMINE BAFFO

19560 Rolling Greens Drive
Apple Valley, Ca 92308
Phone: 760-885-8256

carminnie@earthlink.net

365 Fund Raiser - Winners
September 16-30
 16 $25.00 Walaine Hankins
 17 $25.00 Michael Carroll
 18 $25.00 Caroly Cianciotta
 19 $25.00 Jeff Trentini
 20 $25.00 Carmine Baffo
 21 $25.00 Pamela Ricci
 22 $25.00 Jennifer Sheldon
 23 $25.00 Watsonville #2016
 24 $25.00 Sally Pontrelli
 25 $25.00 Madeleinne Zunino
 26 $25.00 Chantel Vastola-Fazio
 27 $25.00 John Perrotta
 28 $25.00 Diana Picone
 29 $25.00 Gracie Rivera
 30 $50.00 Kris Peterson
 October 1-15
 1 $25.00 Lou Seibel
 2 $25.00 Yolanda Ivaldi
 3 $25.00 John Perrotta
 4 $25.00 Madeleine Zunino
 5 $25.00 Ralph Nudo
 6 $25.00 Arlene Nunziati
 7 $25.00 Marco Zonni
 8 $25.00 Celine Regalia
 9 $25.00 James & Patty Nunziati
 10 $25.00 Michael Carroll
 11 $25.00 Carmen Monagaeid
 12 $500.00 Shirley Fiirpo
 13 $25.00 Pauline Richmond
 14 $25.00 Dorothy Hoffman
 15 $25.00 Watsonville Lodge #2016

Hanford Lodge #1543
Hanford, CA

by Jackie Giacomazzi

Karli Draxler, (right) Outgoing Queen of the Hanford Lodge, presents flowers 
to the 2017/2019 Queen, AnnaMarie Tesoriere.  The Queen Committee will 
hold its first fundraiser on October 29 with a spaghetti/meatball dinner.

Cheryl Bertaina Lehn joined with members of her family to provide a very in-
formative presentation telling of the Bertaina family’s immigration to Hanford. 
A dozen family members accompanied her to the Hanford Lodge’s “Salute to 
our Italian Heritage.”  They enjoyed a potluck dinner featuring Italian dishes 
prepared by members.

Ernest Bertaina, who will turn 
90 years young in January, was 
presented with a shopping bag 
by outgoing President, Louise 
Silacci, following daughter, 
Cheryl’s talk.  He and his wife, 
Gladys, set up a display featur-
ing framed pictures showing 
family members through the 
years.

Newly installed President Charles 
(Chuck) Sant’Agata, poses with Pau-
line, State Trustee-Central, following 
her report on the recent National Con-
vention.  Pauline made her official visit 
to our Lodge and was welcomed with 
“Buon Compleanno” wishes as she 
becomes 90 years young in October.

Following a very successful first meeting for President Chuck Sant’Agata, 
our two State Trustees, Louise Silacci and Pauline Richmond (left)  pose with 
the officers of the Hanford Lodge. We wish all a very Happy Thanksgiving!!!!

Wishing Everyone a very
Happy Thanksgiving

Barbara Wisniewski State 3rd Vice President
and husband Ken

It is with deep sadness we 
report the passing of Albano 
Margarit, Sunday October 8, 
2017. As a member of Il Leone 
Lodge since 1965, Al attended 
every meting until his recent 
illness. He contributed to the 
success of the Lodge in many 
ways. He was always ready 
to lend a hand at our fabulous 
dinners, moving tables, clean-
ing up, cheering us all every 
step of the way.

Al often mentioned his 
area of origin, high up in the 
mountains near the northern 
border of Italy. He spoke 
several languages as is usual 
in border countries. He was 
always a joy to listen to as he 
had much experience in pol-
itics, world views and local 
customs, as well as various 
types of foods, dishes and 
wines.

His most notable success 
was in choosing his dynamic, 
popular, creative wife, Rosa-
lia, who has been our Lodge 
President voted in many times 
over. The two of them together 
attended every Conference 
keeping our Lodge in the 
mainstream of activities.

He leaves a son, Steven, 
who, with his wife Janette 
have two daughters, Isabelle 
and Alexia. Both girls are in 
their teens.

Services for Al will be in 
Santa Cruz where his family 
is interred. He will be greatly 
missed. May he rest in peace.

William Paca 
Lodge #1960

Mountain View, CA
by Carolyn Franklin
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San Francisco’s 149th cel-
ebration of Columbus Day 
weekend began on Saturday, 
October 7 with our annual 
Banquet and Ball, which was 
held this year at the St. Re-
gis Hotel in the City.  It was 
a great event, where Christo-
pher Columbus, portrayed 
by Joseph Cervetto, Jr, was 
knighted by Queen Isabella 
Caroline Cirelli-Castaneda, 
whose entourage includ-
ed her Princess, Duchesses, 
Contessas, Ladies, Crown 
Bearer and Scroll Bearer.  We 
were also fortunate to have 
our Italian Consul Gener-
al Lorenzo Ortona and his 
lovely wife Sheila Pierce Or-
tona present with us the en-
tire weekend to share in the 
festivities.

Sunday morning began 
with solemn High Mass at 
Saints Peter and Paul, the 
Italian cathedral in North 
Beach.  Present was Queen 
Isabella and her Royal Court, 
Christopher Columbus, the 
Knights of Columbus, digni-
taries, as well as many peo-
ple in the congregation, in-
cluding our State President 
John Costa and First Lady 
Donna Lee, Past State Pres-
ident Maria Fassio Pignati, 
State Queen Mary Lucido, 
Cornelia-Vita Nuova Lodge 
President Angela Silva and 
visiting Pugliese Lodge 
President Michael Di Giuro 
and First Lady Edithe, and 
other members.  It is always 
exciting to see the Knights of 
Columbus form an arch with 
their swords, under which 
the Queen and her Court 
and Columbus process, all 
in gorgeous period costume. 
It is another treat to hear the 
operatic choir which includ-
ed Lola Lazzari Simi, our se-
nior Queen Isabella of 1951, 
the organist and trumpeter 
perform.  A wonderful touch 
of pomp and circumstance!

After Mass, we gath-
ered at the assembly area 
near Fisherman’s Wharf to 
decorate our cars for the 
start of the Italian Heritage 
Parade, the oldest continu-
ous celebration of its kind 
in the United States.   Our 
State President John and 
First Lady Donna Lee rode 
in a brand new convertible 
and had a great time wav-
ing to the thousands of peo-
ple lining the streets, some 
standing and others sitting 
at tables on the parade route 
enjoying food and wine on 
this gorgeous sunny day.   
Following in her own con-
vertible was our lovely State 
Queen Mary Lucido who 
smiled and waved to the 
crowds.  This year I walked 
the parade with COMITES 
– the Committee for Italians 
Living Abroad, of which I am 

San Francisco Celebrates Columbus Day 2017
by Past State President Maria Fassio Pignati

member representing OS-
DIA.  Once again, our State 
President and State Queen 
were able to ride in the pa-
rade thanks to the continued 
generosity of Dick Ghilotti of 
Ghilotti Construction, which 
provided the cars and sever-
al antique trucks that partici-
pated in the festivities, which 
featured 95 entries from as 
far north as Napa and as far 
south as San Diego.  This 
year’s Parade Grand Mar-
shal was actress Jacqueline 
Toboni (Trubel in the NBC 
series Grimm). Civic Grand 
Marshal was San Francisco 
Police Office Kevin Downs, 
who was seriously injured in 
the line of duty but thankful-
ly has returned to work.  He 
is the President of “Ranchin’ 
Vets” a non-profit that assists 
returning war veterans with 
employment opportunities. 
This magical afternoon end-
ed with an always exciting 
air show provided by the 
truly amazing and nerves-
of-steel Blue Angels, who 
roared into town for Fleet 
Week.  Afterwards we went 
to the San Francisco Ital-
ian Athletic Club across the 
street for a relaxing dinner 
with close to 300 people in 
attendance; a family-orient-
ed way to end a very special 
day in our Italian communi-
ty and OSDIA family.

Please make every effort 
to protect Columbus Day 
in the United States against 
the recent growing threats 
that have placed it in dan-
ger.  If someone is trying 
to remove Columbus Day 
recognition from your area, 
please contact your legisla-
tors and tell them to protect 
this holiday that honors not 
only the amazing achieve-
ment of an Italian navigator 
who opened up the world, 
but also the 26 million-plus 
Americans of Italian de-
scent that helped create our 
great nation.  While it is im-
portant that our indigenous 
brothers and sisters are just-
ly honored for their ancient 
heritage, it should not be at 
the expense of ours.  Our 
National Lodge, in conjunc-
tion with our Commission 
for Social Justice, is working 
hard to preserve this holi-
day. Please contact them for 
further information and to 
obtain pamphlets with his-
torically correct information 
about the great navigator.  
Please don’t think Colum-
bus Day is safe, please don’t 
wait for someone else to 
save it, and please don’t wait 
until it is too late…act NOW 
to protect YOUR heritage for 
future generations.

State President John 
Costa and First Lady 
Donna Lee Costa.

State Queen Mary Lucido.

Cornelia-Vita Nuova Lodge 
President and Past Queen Isa-
bella Angela Silva.

l to r:  State President John Costa, State First Lady Donna Lee, Pugliese Lodge Pres-
ident Michael Di Giuro, Past State President Maria Fassio Pignati, and Pugliese 
Lodge First Lady Edithe Di Giuro
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Become a Sponsor
of Il Leone!

C. Colombo Lodge #1315
Antioch, CA

by Zelda LeFrak-Belleci

The Oakland A’s baseball team hosted Italian Heritage Night on a perfect 
summer evening. Pictured above is “Off to the A’s” organizer for C. Colombo 
Lodge of Antioch, Adele Mullins. Adele led a group of 40 Sons of Italy members 
and friends to the cheer the A’s to victory. To show their appreciation for the 
large number of fans Adele brought to the game, the A’s presented Adele with 
the backpack she is delightedly holding.

Rosemarie DiMaggio and Roseanne Ortland were among the 40 fans from C. 
Colombo Lodge #1315 to watch the Oakland A’s come out winners on Italian 
Heritage Night. The two “Rosies” were also in the section that won gift cards 
from Round Table when the A’s hit the go-ahead home run!

After the muffelata sandwiches for supper and the rousing musical entertain-
ment, the Oakland A’s presented their gests with knit caps in the traditional 
Italian colors. Showing off their headgear are Lisa Belleci Navarro, Julian 
Thompson and Isabella Navarro.

Let Me Entertain You

Old Italian-American standards of Frank Sinatra,
Dean Martin & many more. 

For Lodge meetings and any events contact 
Louie Lodi at 916-996-5634 or 

louis.ciao4now@gmail.com
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Kevin  Caira, Chairman 
of the Commission of Social 
Justice for OSIA, John Frat-
ta, Social Justice Chairman 
in New York, Jerry Carleo, 
member of the Social Justice 
Commission in Colorado 
and myself were interviewed 
by Tony Sweet an on air ra-
dio personality for UBN ra-
dio during his show entitled 
Truth Be Told.  Mr. Sweet pro-
vided OSIA an opportunity 
to speak about Christopher 
Columbus and the issues 
involving substituting the 
Columbus holiday for Indig-
enous People’s Day.  The in-
terview was very successful 
and we kept the conversa-
tions positive as to the bene-
fits of Columbus’s discovery 
and the influx of European 
immigrants into a new coun-
try.  This was about the Ital-
ian-Americans heritage and 
provided an insight to those 
who were not aware of the 
erroneous and inflammatory 
allegations that have beset 
honoring Columbus for his 
contributions.  The interview 
was shared on CSJ Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.
com/OSIACSJ).

The move to eliminate 
Columbus Day continues to 
grow.  Recently besides the 
Los Angeles City Council, 
Long Beach City Council, 
Austin Texas, and Salt Lake 
City they have eliminated 
Columbus Day.  Protesters 
throughout the United States 
are encouraging politicians 
to exclude honoring Colum-
bus by demonizing him as a 
slave trader who spread dis-
ease among the indigenous 
people which is totally out 
of context and arguably a 
one-sided view.  You cannot 
apply 21st-century under-
standing of morality to those 
people of the 15th century.  
Columbus brought a wave 
of new beginnings which 
encouraged other European 
countries to explore territo-
ries and expand Christiani-
ty.  History has shown that 
these explorers, conquista-
dors, missionaries exploited 
native Americans but the 
blame has been centered on 

Commission for Social justice
 by Tony Ricevuto

Columbus.  We understand 
that Columbus was not per-
fect but he is not to blame for 
all the atrocities contributed 
by historians.  The protesters 
are well organized and have 
been monetarily sponsored 
by Indian casinos and liberal 
groups who have been inocu-
lated with biased and unsub-
stantiated information.  

OSIA will continue to 
oppose any abolishment of 
Columbus Day.  Your assis-
tance and support are great-
ly needed to convince poli-
ticians that this movement 
is unnecessary and only a 
political ploy by minority 
groups to destroy history 
and the contributions of Ital-
ian-Americans and other Eu-
ropeans to our great country.  
Please report any movements 
by cities in your communities 
that are planning to abolish 
the recognition of Columbus 
and what the Italian Ameri-
can community has accom-
plished.

Wikipedia has present-
ed a list of the contributions 
of notable Italian-Ameri-
cans which can be found at 
https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/List_of_Italian_Amer-
icans.  Also, there is a list of 
notable Sicilians which can 
are listed at the following 
website: https://en.wikipe-
dia.org/wiki/List_of_Sicil-
ian_Americans.  If you scroll 
down to the notable Sicilian 
Americans surprisingly, Iron 
Eyes Cody, who the Native 
American Indians considered 
to be an activist was actually 
born Espera DeCorti, the son 
of Sicilian immigrants. 

Prayers and condolenc-
es go out to the family and 
friends of David Prisco, our 
past State President and past 
President of the Renaissance 
Lodge.  Dave was proud of 
his Italian-American heri-
tage and involved with the 
Columbus Day issue.  He 
attended the Columbus Day 
event at Casa Italia on Oc-
tober 1 and was impressed 
with the social justice com-
mission’s activities.  We lost a 
good friend, supporter and a 
wonderful person. 

I hope this letter finds you 
all healthy and happy. Well, 
October started out great 
with the Western Foundation 
Golf Classic where Vincenzo 
Bellini Lodge President, Mi-
chael “Colletti” Smith and 
his lodge ran another excit-
ing and eventful golf tourna-
ment. Michael is not only my 
father, but he is the reason I 
am in the Order Sons and 
Daughters of Italy in Amer-
ica, and one of the mentors 
who has guided me on my 
path with our organization. I 
thank you papa for showing 
me that dedication and heart 
can keep our lodges strong. 
November is their Rav’s and 
Red’s event on Thursday, No-
vember 16th. This event will 
be free to potential members 
and only $5.00 for members 
who bring a nice bottle of red 
wine. The Shasta lodge, Weed 
lodge and Chico lodge com-
peted in a sauce competition, 
but I will let you find out who 
the winner was by contacting 
those lodges…..let’s just say 
it ended with a lot of happy 
people and a new annual 
event, great job lodges, keep 
up the fun together! I would 
like to say how honored I am 
to have been selected at the 
State Deputy for the Napa 
lodge, Kelly and I are excited 
to bring our lodges together 
and build on to our already 
big OSDIA family, we love 
you guys!

It was wonderful to meet 
up with our State President 
John Costa and guests at the 
Barry Kirshner Wildlife Sanc-
tuary and Educational Cen-
ter prior to the golf tourna-
ment. There’s something to 
be said about holding a snow 
leopard before you go golf! 
I thank all three of you for 
coming out; it means so much 
to Roberta Kirshner that the 
Order Sons and Daughters 
of Italy visit her foundation. 
I have a feeling we may see 
them at a convention in the 
next couple years.

In October, Kelly, I and 
the kids attended the Grand 
council meeting in Santa 
Clara, and I am much more 
aware of the necessity to in-
crease our membership, not 
just in California, but across 
the entire country. Before I ac-
cepted the position as Chair-
man of Membership/P.R. for 
the Grand Lodge of Califor-
nia, I thought I had a pretty 
good understanding of where 
we were as an organization 
in regard to membership lev-
els dropping. I even came up 
with some pretty grand ideas 
of how to increase our mem-
bership numbers! To my sur-
prise, and this may come as 
a surprise to you, we are los-
ing members at an alarming 
rate. When I began speaking 
to people in communities 
where our lodges reside, I 
was shocked to come to the 
realization that one of the 

main reasons we aren’t ob-
taining new members is that 
people just don’t know we 
exist! How is this possible for 
an organization that has been 
around for 112 years? Dras-
tic changes need to happen, 
and we need to make those 
changes as a team, and quick!

So, is the ship beyond 
repair? Absolutely not! Can 
we turn the tables and start 
increasing our membership 
numbers? Odds are good we 
can! Can we make our Grand 
Convention big again, the 
way it was in the past; full 
of members, excitement, and 
entertainment like our most 
senior members speak of? I 
look forward to that! I love 
our organization, our fami-
ly of members, and I want it 
to be here for my children. I 
hear members ask how we 
can connect with the youth 
and get them involved, well; 
most importantly we need 
to listen to what their ideas 
are and work together with 
them. If we shoot down their 
ideas, this will push them 
away, and this is a struggle 
many organizations have, 
not just ours. My 15 year old 
son is starting the first Italian 
Club at his high school, and 
mimicking what our orga-
nization does. He wants so 
badly to recruit new Jr. Mem-
bers for our lodge, so he’s not 
the only one his age there. 
His goal is to get youth ex-
cited about our organization 
to help save it. We all try and 
pull members from our com-
munity through small and 
even large events, which I 
commend you all on. I believe 
we need connect with poten-
tial members in their homes, 
through media. We need to 
bring information about our 
organization to them, and 
not wait and hope they come 
to us or our events.

So, what grand ideas do 
I have as your Chairman of 
Membership/P.R.? What 
plan do I have to reach the 
masses and tell them our 
story? Before I answer that, I 
have a request. My request is 
that we keep an open mind, 
and above all else, remember 
to always come from respect 
when communicating our 
ideas or hearing the ideas of 
others. Some ideas we may 
not completely understand, 
and with that, I encourage 
you to ask questions and not 
let the lack of understanding 
lead you to refusal of a mem-
bers hard efforts to help our 
organization. So with that, I 
would like to present an idea 
I have been working on for 
the past year and a half. An 
idea I have taken my time 
with to make sure it will ben-
efit our organization. A very 
close friend of mine Kris Koe-
nig, is an award winning doc-
umentary director/producer, 
and has come up with a doc-
umentary that I believe will 

inform the Nation about who 
we are.  America Through 
Italian Eyes, which shows 
how the impact of Italian im-
migration on the American 
story has rarely been told ef-
fectively on screen. Instead of 
celebrating the contributions 
of Italian labor, skills, intel-
lect, art, music and food on 
the American culture, film-
makers have only focused 
on the stereotypes of Prohi-
bition gangland and mid-20th 
century organized crime and 
the Mafia. Rarely is a screen-
play written to tell the tales 
of systematic suppression 
of their immigration to this 
land of limitless opportunity 
or cries of racism that nearly 
5 million individuals faced at 
the turn of the last century. 
Silent are the words of their 
humanity and heroism that 
Italian Americans showed 
subsequent immigrant 
groups and their role in the 
civil rights movement. Amer-
ica Through Italian Eyes will 
be a celebration of the Ital-
ian-American contribution 
to our culture and way of 
life. Award winning director, 
and close friend, Kris Koenig, 
will walk America through 
the past, present and future 
contributions of the Order 
Sons and Daughters of Italy 
in America.

This documentary can 
follow the path of Mr. Koe-
nig’s recent works through 
PBS stations nationwide, be 
viewed through the internet, 
as well as give members the 
opportunity to hand the doc-
umentary to potential mem-
bers through the ease of a 
digital thumb-drive they can 
view on their computers in 
the comfort of their homes. 
Each month, nearly 100 mil-
lion people watch PBS, and 
in the course of a year, 82% 
of U.S. households watch 
as well (http://www.pbs.
org/about/about-pbs/over-
view/). This Documentary 
can lead viewers to our Na-
tional, as well as State Grand 
lodge websites. Many view-
ers donate to organizations 
like ours every year through 
broadcasts like this, so even 
if we don’t have a lodge near 
them, they can still make do-
nations to our organization 
through our websites. We can 
reach the masses and inform 
them on who we are as an 
organization, who we have 
helped, what amazing things 
we have done for our Na-
tion over the past 112 years. 
Filming of the Documentary 
would include interviews 
about our organization from 
a selected board of members 
put together for a launch 
meeting in January.

So I know the question 
that is going through every-
one’s mind, and that is; what 
is the cost? Hiring an award 
winning Director/Producer 

Membership Chair/P.R.
Grand Lodge California

by Gary Smith

Cont. on pg. 10
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We Nevadans are wonder-
ing if we will have another re-
cord-breaking winter this year 
with the snow, snow, snow!  
Seems like summer flew by 
but we are looking forward to 
the holidays. 

Our annual  picnic  at 
Idlewild Park in August was 
another blast. The weather 
was great, the cooks were 
right on and the Salami Toss 
was another big hit.  Frank 
Tagliano donated a yummy 
cake for the picnickers and 10 
backpacks for kids in need.  
Thanks for your generosity! 
The Andersons opened their 
home to making sausages 
again this year and donated all 
the meat and rolls.  Annie and 
Nick Chavez made sure our 
youth enjoyed the picnic. We 
are blessed to have such gen-
erous and involved members. 

Cristoforo Colombo
Lodge #1534

Reno, NV 
by Maria Nelson, Historian

In September we had Susan 
Melek from Truckee Meadows 
College speak to us about how 
to trace our Italian Heritage. 
She works in the genealogy 
lab at the library ad holds 
meetings to show the pubic 
how to trace their ancestry 
at a low cost. She and other 
people at our meeting traced 
their families back many gen-
erations.  It’s quite a task but 
worth it to find where your 
ancestors came from. 

October was the Great Ital-
ian Festival at the El Dorado 
Hotel/Casino in Reno.  Sev-
eral members worked their 
sauce booth as did our Son’s of 
Italy chapter.  It was beautiful 
both days, filled with good 
food, Italian music and lots of 
people; a great family event. 
Although we didn’t win any 
awards this year, we will 

certainly soldier on next year.  
We donated funds to Hous-

ton and Florida, to help with 
the terrible hurricanes they 
suffered and the Son’s of Italy 
Lodge in Nebraska to help 
re-build their building after 
the fire.  We pray for these 
states and the people suffer-
ing through these terrible 
tragedies.  

We added two new chari-
ties to our community giving 
this year:  Reno Elks Lodge 
Veterans Committee and Read 
and Succeed through the 
Washoe County School Dis-
trict. We hope our donations 
will help these worthy orga-
nizations accomplish their 
goals.

Our members seem pleased 
with the name change to Son’s 
and Daughter’s of Italy. Now 
we need to change all the 

logos, communications and 
remember to say it!

Antonio Ricci is still cooking 
his great meals for us each month.  
Our children have fun learning 
about their Italian culture from 
Silvana Ricci, with help from An-
nie Chavez and Sherrie Moore. 
Our Lodge continues to thrive 
and enjoy getting together. We 
want to congratulate Vera Gi-
rolomi in her election as National 
President.  We are so proud of her 
and know she will serve the Order 
well. Happy Thanksgiving to all.

 Anni e bicchieri di vino no si 
contano mai.  (Age and glasses of 
wine should never be counted).

Please visit our website for 
more information: www.renoson-
sofitaly.org.  Learn more about 
our Lodge, your Italian heritage 
and upcoming events.  

 

is not cheap, no matter where 
you go, but the difference is; 
I know this Director/Produc-
er personally, so I know the 
work will be spot on. My goal 
is to have the entire Order 
Sons and Daughters of Italy 
nationwide work together, 
as this organization includes 
ALL of us. With all members 
nationwide participating, the 
cost would simply be a one-
time donation of $10.00 per 
member. If we were to take 
this on with just our Califor-
nia lodges, is would simply 
be a one-time donation of 
$75.00 per member.

To bring this amazing op-
portunity to life for our orga-
nization, a launch meeting 
must take place to gather the 
ideas of our members. The 
National President, as well as 
our State President, will work 
with our Director/Producer 
to hand pick these members 
who’s history, experiences 
and knowledge of our orga-
nization will set the founda-
tion for our Documentary. 
To bring this launch meeting 
to fruition, an initial depos-
it of $15,000 is required. An 
affiliate from PBS’s South-
ern Oregon business office 
will be attending this launch 
meeting as well. One option 
that was brought to my at-
tention by several members 
was to obtain the needed de-
posit funding for the launch 
party by having the lodge 
Presidents donate from their 
discretionary funds of $250. 
Presidential discretionary 
funds of $250 for one month 
would equal $13,000.

This is my project, my 
idea to save the Order Sons 
and Daughters of Italy in 
America. Again, I love this 
organization, and have spent 
the last one and a half years 
putting this together for all of 
us. I hope this idea can come 
to life, I know I would feel so 
proud knowing that millions 
of people Nationwide were 
hearing our story. It is finan-
cially possible if we all do our 
small part, and the positive 
impact could have long last-
ing positive results. 

I leave you with this; 
without trial there is no error, 
without error there is no op-
portunity for success. 

Membership
Cont. from pg. 9
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Mazzini
(http://www.giuseppemazzini.org) 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
http://sonsofitaly1543.org/
silaccilu@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
saljd55@cox.net
Las Vegas Lodge
www.sonsofitalylasvegas.com
sonsofitalylv@yahoo.com
Monterery Lodge
www.sonsofitaly-monterey.org
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Billini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
William Paca Lodge #1960
www.sonsofitalymountainview.org
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

Attention Amazon Shoppers….
If you like to shop on Amazon (and who doesn’t?) there 
is now a new way for you to shop AND help the West-
ern Foundation at the same time!   All you need to do is 
to sign in to smile.amazon.com using your email address 
and Amazon password, and you will have the opportuni-
ty to designate our Sons of Italy Western Foundation as 
your preferred charitable organization. From that point 
on every time you make a purchase, Amazon will do-
nate 0.5% of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the 
Western Foundation.  Easy!  Shop as you regularly would, 
and earn points for the charitable causes of our Western 
Foundation at the same time. You can check the progress 
of your donation whenever you want, and see your dona-
tion build up the more you shop.  Before you know it the 
holidays will be upon us, and what better time to put your 
shopping to good use to raise funds for the great causes 
the Western Foundation supports.  Just imagine if all our 
members who use Amazon would sign up for this bene-
fit…..it only takes a minute, and the funds raised can do 
so much good for a long time.  What a great way to spend 
and feel good about it.  Please pass the word to family and 
friends and happy shopping!

NEL RIMPIANGERNE LA PERDITA, CI ASSOCIAMO AL 

LUTTO ED AL DOLORE DEI LORO CONGIUNTI AI QUALI INVIAMO LE NOSTRE CONDOGLIANZE.

“NECROLOGIO”
Member’s Name Lodge Lodge  
Rose Barbieri Giuseppe Verdi 1441 
Joseph Lommori Giuseppe Verdi 1441 
Elsie Martini Giuseppe Verdi 1441 
Joanne Stralla Giuseppe Verdi 1441 
Rose Rossini Modesto 2021 
Dorothy Simile Modesto 2021 

Winner Every
Day Raffle

1.  Purchase a Winner Every Day Raffle ticket 
for $30. If your lodge does not have any, you 
can order some through the Grand Lodge.

2.  Mail your ticket stub and check to the Grand 
Lodge of California, 5051 Mission St., San 
Francisco, CA  94112

3.  Once received, your ticket goes into the tick-
et drum.  

4.  Tickets are drawn every two weeks, until 
the end of 2017, one   ticket for each of those 
days.  If you are a winner, a check for $25. 
will be mailed to you.  Winners names are 
also listed in the most current issue of the Il 
Leone newspaper.

5.  Your ticket is put back into the drum for all 
future drawings.

6.  There are several days throughout the year 
that have a higher     dollar amount.   Those 
days are listed on the back of each ticket.

7.  Grand Prize of $1,000.00 will be given only if 
1000 tickets are sold and returned by Decem-
ber 21st, 2017. Or if 4500 tickets are sold the 
Grand Prize will become $15,000.  4500 tick-
ets are one ticket per each of our members!! 
Buy a ticket and become a big winner.

It’s that easy!! 
You have a great chance of winning 

more than one time!! 
And a chance at the Grand Prize!

Make checks payable to:
Grand Lodge of California      

If you have any other questions,
please contact

            The Grand Lodge of CA (415)586-1316
           E-mail: sonsofitalyca@aol.com
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Complements to Don 
Cradduck, Rich Barker and 
Mae Vincente on the beauti-
ful layout of the La Voce. It  
is evident that a lot of hard 
work has gone into the new 
format.  Great Job!

Our guest speaker at the 
September meeting was Jer-
ry Kaine of the Santa Rosa 
Lodge.  Jerry spoke  about 
Filippo Mazzei, an Unknown 
American Patriot who con-
tributed to winning the Rev-
olutionary War. Thank you 
for adding another chapter to 
the list of Italians who have 
added so much to the success 
of our country.

“OH WHAT A 
NIGHT….” words from the 
song made famous by the 
Four Seasons, best describes 
the success of the Colum-
bus Day dinner on October 
14th.  Over 150 members and 
guests attended this annu-
al event.  David Rico, Vince 
and Carol La Novara, Angie 
Caserza and Carla Garba-
ni-Gamez created a fantastic 
dinner of salad, meatballs, 
pasta and bread.  A plenti-
ful dessert table was pro-
vided by the members and 
through generous donations 
from our guests we collect-
ed over $284.00 which will 
go directly to the Salvation 
Army to assist victims of the 
Atlas Fire.  Thirty two beau-
tiful baskets were assembled 
by Carla Garbani -Game and 
Angie Cazerza to be raffled.   
Thanks to the efforts of Frank 
Rossi, Mark Rossi, Nora Del 
Ross, Don Cradduck and Jer-
ry Firpo a record number of 
tickets were sold.  Pam Boes, 
Jeanne Cradduck and Shirley 
Firpo are to be complement-
ed for the fine job of selling 
tickets for refreshments. A 
special Thank You to the 
many members who came 
in the morning to help set 
up tables and prepare for the 
evening.  Carol Urban faith-
fully coordinates ticket dis-
tribution and sales. A bulletin 
board was set up in the lobby 
displaying pictures taken last 

Northern Solano Lodge #2534
Fairfield, CA

by Pam Boes and Rick Tracy

year of those who attended.  
Our guests were invited 

to take their pictures home. 
Mark your calendars for our 
annual Crab Feed on January 
27, 2018.  

For the past several years 
Pat Galli has collected and 
purchased school supplies. 
This year they were donated 
to the Presbyterian Church 
Preschool in Vacaville.  Each 
year Pat takes on this chari-
table projectafter researching 
different schools and pick-
ing the one with the greatest 
need that year.

Albert Galli has again tak-
en on the annual sale of Holi-
day Wreaths.  He reports that 
sales are going very well and 
to further garner sales set 
up a table at the Columbus 
Day Dinner. In this way he 
not only promoted sales but 
increased awareness of the 
charities our Lodge supports.

Thank you Joy Bruno 
for agreeing to be the mem-
bership chairman. We know 
your enthusiasm will encour-
age our membership to grow.

Our latest “Who am I” 
personality was Edna Barnes. 
Edna was born and lived in 
Nebraska for many years 
and came to California in 
1960. She and her husband 
joined Sons of Italy in 2013.  
The person who guessed 
her name was Tami Pasani 
and her prize was a custom-
ized birdhouse built by Joel 
Feins.  Each month a written 
sketch of a member is includ-
ed in the LaVoce.  At the next 
Lodge meeting members are 
encouraged to submit a guess 
as to the “mystery member.”  

Another Thank You is 
in order to Gloria and Joe 
Niccoli who will assist Tim 
Smithson in the Master /Mis-
tress of Ceremonies position.

Please take the time to 
visit the Fairfield Library.  
Joy Bruno and Sue Bell have 
organized beautiful displays 
of Italian Heritage in both 
the Adult and Children’s sec-
tions of the library.

For over 85 years Roma 
Lodge #1573 continues to 
celebrate the Christopher Co-
lumbus holiday with a picnic 
and bocce tournament.  Held 
at the World Ag Expo park 
the lodge brings members to-
gether with a potluck of great 
food, junior member activi-
ties, bocce tournament and 
raffle. 

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto

Roma Lodge president David DePaoli visits 
with State Deputy Lillia Giacomazzi at the Co-
lumbus Day celebration. 

Gianna Benedetti was crowned Roma 
Lodge queen for 2018-2019. 

The lodge also took the 
opportunity to crown its 
queen, Gianna Benedetti, 
who is the third Benedet-
ti daughter to become the 
Roma Lodge queen.  Sever-
al lodge members stepped 
forward to chair various 
activities at the event. Pam 
Sola conducted junior mem-
ber activities and bounce 

house, Janis Curti conducted 
the dessert contest, Joanne 
Beecher organized the raffle, 
Ben Curti was the bocce tour-
nament chair and David and 
Giovanna DePaoli cooked 
deep-pit beef and hotdogs 
for the luncheon.

Columbus Day Dessert contests winners 
(l-r) Tina Sparlin, Hazel Ann Christin, 
Giulia Watkins. 

Roma Lodge 2017 Colum-
bus Day Bocce Champions 
(l-r) Steven Sola, Vincent 
Sola, Dominic Pitigliano, 
Amie Pitigliano.  Team sup-
porters are, Kurt Sola, Elo-
ise Sola, Reid Sola and Gia-
da Pitigliano. 
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COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING  
LETTER TO YOUR FAMILY: 

 
I’m sorry to have left you without  
making any final arrangements. 

   
The reason I didn’t do this  

when I had the chance was…  
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

The Italian Cemetery 
Stewards of Your Family’s Heritage Since 1899

ww.ItalianCemetery.com
650-755-1511

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Calling All Bakers
9th Annual Cucidati Contest

Sponsored by C. Colombo Lodge #1315

In time for the holidays, C. Colombo Lodge is hosting a contest for THE most 
delicious cucidati cookies. These traditional fig cookies will be judged on appearance 
texture, filing and taste. Brothers and sisters from lodges throughout California are 
encouraged to submit a batch of fabulous cucidati. 
Remember: there is no need to share your own secret recipe for these yummy Italian 
cookies.

To Enter the Contest
Date: Sunday, December 10,1017
Time: Cookies delivered in person must arrive between 11:30-12:30
Place: Antioch Historical Museum
 1500 W. 4th Street
 Antioch, CA 94509
 Doors open to the public at 2 PM.

Details: Having questions or for an entry form cal Zelda at (925) 432-2012
Mailing: Cookies may be mailed to Zelda’s home, arriving by Saturday 12/9/17
 Zelda LeFrak-Belleci
 142 Buchanan Road, Pitts, CA 94565
Prizes: Cash awards for the top three winners

A Cordial invitation to NON-Bakers
Enjoy an afternoon of fun, music and Italian culture in a holiday atmosphere at 
the beautiful Antioch Historical Museum. There will be plenty of homemade sweet 
treats for sale at the Enormous Bake Sale Tables. Sing along with the Italian Band. 
Taste pizelle hot off the iron. Clap for the Italian Club Singers. Meet La Bufana, the 
Italian answer to Santa Claus. Toast the Grand Lodge Queen. For tickets contact 
paela2136@att.net.

Limited tickets! Tickets for $7.50 will be pre-sold. None available 
at the door.
 

GRAND LODGE OFFICE 
UPDATE

We have hired a new girl, Gina LoVecchio, and 
she is working out very well.  You may have spoken 
to her on the phone.

Our new membership system is coming along 
and the lodge info is all being added and the mem-
ber information is soon to follow.

I have been inputting lodge emails.  Please let 
me know if your lodge has a website and  or email 
address.  If they don’t, let me know if you would like 
a personal one listed on out records.  Any questions, 
call me at the office.

Thank you to Jerry Santos who came to office 
and installed a new backup battery for our comput-
er and put us back to work!  The following week, he 
again helped us out.  Thanks Jerry.  Gonna miss you.

Arlene M Nunziati, Office Manager

Thank You!
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
Grand Council for the wonderful dinner held in my 
honor at the Santa Clara Hilton on September 23.  
A very special thank-you is extended to Immediate 
Past State President Lynn Lawrence-Murphy and 
State Recording Secretary Lori Rossi who were co-
chairs of this event, Past State President John Te-
desco, our Master of Ceremony, and Il Leone Editor 
Andy Pampuro for his article and pictures.  I was 
thrilled when State President John Costa presented 
me with my beautifully framed Past State President 
regalia that I will treasure forever.  My deepest grat-
itude to everyone who attended, in particular the 
Hon. Lorenzo Ortona,  Italian Consul General in SF, 
our National President Vera Girolami, and our Na-
tional Recording Secretary Phil Privitera who came 
all the way from Boston.  Grazie a tutti with fraternal 
love.  

Maria Fassio Pignati
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Last Month: Meri Sorrel 
announced the arrival of her 
newest grandson, Owen Lee, 
so congratulations to the Sor-
rel family.

Also, a word for our Oc-
tober Fall Pasta Fest: A great 
success, as usual. There are so 
many folks that helped set up, 
work on, and clean-up, that 
everything went without a 
hitch, and the dinner commit-
tee wants to say thanks to all. I 
won’t mention names because 
I am bound to miss someone, 
so, again, thank you to all that 
made this the usual success 
that it always is. There was a 
raffle prize for one of every 5 
dinner attendees, and prizes 
could be seen at almost every 
table. Rick DelCarlo and Bra-
vo played and sang well past 
the party, allowing folks to just 
sit and listen to their musical 
renditions.

And … Our very own Trea-
surer, Jennie Rivera will open 
up her new business, a bakery, 
on the West side of Fresno. Be 
sure to nudge her for details. 
We all know of her awesome 
baking prowess.

This Month: This is our 
Thanksgiving Dinner. All 
members free, but non-mem-
bers will still be asked to kick 
in $15 … So be it! Turkey will 
be involved somehow, so 
bring your appetites. We will 
most likely discuss the success 
of our October Pasta Fest and 

Rodolfo Valentino
Lodge #1449

Clovis, CA
by Carole Watson, President; 

Lou Catallo, Historian; lcatallo@aol.com

find out if we need to learn 
anything from any shortcom-
ings, if any.

Next Month: December 
18 will be our Thanksgiving 
Dinner; no details yet, but 
most likely it will be catered.

Rock bottom is a great 
foundation on which to build 
upon.

The Fresno County Mu-
seum is interested in estab-
lishing an Italian Immigrant 
section in their floor-space to 
show the contributions to our 
area of our early pioneers. 
Any historic relic, photo, or 
story that you can share will 
be appreciated. No item is 
too small or “insignificant”. 
The museum will sort and 
categorize the entries to make 
for a sensible display. The 
museum is located inside the 
Fresno County Fairgrounds, 
off Chance Avenue and is 
worthy of a visit. Current 
displays include tributes to 
our Japanese and Armenian 
neighbors; Mexican commu-
nities have been authorized. 
That just leaves us Italians 
and everyone else … Can we 
be next? We can answer that 
question only by responding 
with a loud voice. Call me 
at my above phone number. 
Don’t wait for someone else 
to do it.

A word to the wise: If you 
think you can, or you think 
you can’t, you are right!

Do you have comments 
for our lodge members? His-
torical lodge photos? Let me 
know at my email address 
(above) and we can publish it 
in this column.

Leslie Calvin “Les” Brown 
said “It is better to aim high and 
miss than to aim low and hit”. 
Set your aim by applying for our 
SDoI in America scholarship(s). 
Contact Scholarship Chair, 
Isabel Ronzano, at (559) 297-
0851, for information on this 
topic. The Scholarship Dead-
lines are: for Clovis Lodge, 
March 31, 2018; for California 
State Grand Lodge: March 
01, 2018; and, for National 
Lodge the date is generally 
November to February of any 
year ($500 to $5,000 awards). 
Go to https://www.osia.org/
students/scholarships.php) 
for grants/tours/studies in-
formation in Italy. These are 
great for any student on a 
budget or not.

Join Us: If you have friends 
or family that are looking 
for good fellowship and a 
place to hang out on the third 
Monday of each month, in-
vite them to join you at our 
meetings, 6:30 PM, at Notre 
Dame Hall, 333 8th Street, 
at DeWitt Avenue.  We fea-
ture short meetings, great 
companionship, and superb 
food. Our web site is http://
rodolfovalentinolodge.com/.  

No Tricks---Only Treats 
at our Sunday, October 15th, 
dinner! Virgilio President 
Glen Rushing along with 
Mike King tended to the 
main course of BBQ chicken 
and what an impressive BBQ 
wagon they brought with 
them. The lodge décor had 
a Halloween theme that was 
echoed on the Raffle Table. 
Dinner chairpersons were 
Chelle Castignola and Mike 
Brigandi. It’s been said that 
a picture is worth a thousand 
words---and so check out the 
4000 words.

Looking Ahead…Fall is 
in the air and the November 
17th dinner will feature Polen-
ta & Stew. Dinner tickets are 
$17.00. 

Vallejo Lodges
by Sharon Silveira 

Saturday, December 16th 
the Vallejo Lodges will hon-
or our own John Costa, the 
newly elected State Presi-
dent. Dinner will be ravioli 
and roast beef. Dinner tickets 
are $17.00.

Please call early for res-
ervations: Josephine Agosta 
642-1658/328-2610 or Mi-
chele Castagnola 853-0386.

Food Drive continues 
thru December 16th  with do-
nations of nutritious non-per-
ishable food items or grocery 
gift cards. Shopping cart is in 
the lodge foyer. 

Our thoughts and 
prayers continue to go out to 
those who were affected by 
the California wildfires. 

The BBQ Kings--Glen Rushing and Mike King.

Tending bar --Rick Branch and Scott MacKenzie.

he Kitchen Crew--Steve & Lucy Branch, Rick & Donna Branch and 
John Costa.

Smiling faces at the Reception Table---Jessica Ray and Chelle Cas-
tignola.
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Attention all Filial Lodges
 

Contestants for the Royal Contest so far.

Annamarie Tesoriere
Hanford Lodge #1543

Joseph Perez
Saddleback Valley

Lodge #2566

It’s that time again! We are 
looking for participants for the up-
coming Royal Pageant for the 2018 
Grand Lodge Convention in Ontar-
io. The contest officially began on 
October 1, and so far we know there 
are eight participants. One of these 
entries may be a young man. We are 
encouraging not only our young la-
dies, but also our young men to get 
involved. Remember this is one of 
the few opportunities that we have 

to highlight our youth. So we are hoping that more of our 
lodges will join in and find someone to represent their 
lodge. It is important to let the Grand Lodge and myself 
know if you have a candidate.

Again, the contest has officially started. Tickets can be 
ordered from the Grand Lodge. The more tickets you sell, 
the higher percentage your lodge will receive back. All 
participants must have a minimum of $2,000 to qualify. 
Any tickets sold beyond that will determine their place-
ment of the top five in the Royal Pageant. All monies must 
be mailed to the Grand Lodge in the registered mail en-
velope provided by the Grand Lodge. The envelope must 
be postmarked by Monday, April 23, 2018. Placement of 
the Royal Pageant will be announced on Saturday, May 
6, 2018 after 2:00 pm. More information will be sent from 
the Grand Lodge detailing all the rules at a later date.

Please let the Grand Lodge and myself know as soon 
as possible the name of your queen/king and the lodge 
they represent. Send a wallet size photo of the contestant 
to the Grand Lodge as soon as possible to be used in the 
newspaper and the pageant program.

It is a fun event and we hope that you encourage your 
youth members to get involved. We can’t wait to see how 
many participants we have this year. Good luck to each 
of the lodges. Looking forward to a successful pageant.

Sincerely yours,
Eva Lavezzari
Royal Contest Chairperson

In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Gianna Benedetti 
Roma Lodge #1573

Sarah Grace Taylor
Puliese Lodge #1375
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Shasta Lodge #2453
Redding, CA

by Carole Dellaragione

New Members initiated at October 16th meeting.  Missy McArthur, 
Amanda Runciman and Troy Dutra.

Bella Donne- this bocce team did not win but sure had fun.  Lynda 
Tasello, Leslie Gullixson, Rose Nobili and Julie Warren.

Jake Mangas, CEO of the Redding Chamber of Commerce and Kim 
Niemer, City of Redding Director of Community Services, rolled the 
ceremonial first roll of the bocce tournament of Paesano Days.

Raffle Winner for the second time in three years.  Brandi Nobili An-
derson won $500.

It is normal for Shasta 
Lodge to be busy, but for the 
next few months we will be 
busier than usual as the hol-
idays approach.

On September 21 and 22, 
we held our annual Paesano 
Days Italian Festival. This is 
our second year at our new 
venue in Redding. We served 
about 850 dinners on Friday 
night compared to 550 last 
year. Our bocce tournament 
drew 38 teams compared to 
18 last year. We were happy 
to see Weed Lodge’s bocce 
team take second place in the 
tournament. A big thanks to 
our chairmen John DiMat-
teo, Doug Piazza and Steve 
Delben, and to all our mem-
bers (and non-members) for 
helping with all the work. It 
was a great event and we are 
already thinking about 2018 
and how to improve even 
more.

On October 14th we held 
our sauce challenge with 
Chico and Weed Lodges. We 
had six entries and one of 
Shasta Lodge’s new mem-
bers took the popular vote. 
Shasta Lodge had the most 
votes for their lodge sauce. It 
was a blind taste test and we 
had some great sauces. Like 
our state deputy John Jefsen 
says “We haven’t heard the 
end of this.” He and Jim No-
bili have taken on chairing 
another competition in 2018. 
We hope Paradiso and Klam-
ath Falls lodges can join us 
next year. We will streamline 
the rules and voting to be fair 
to all competitors.

At our general meeting 
on October 16th we initiated 
three new members. We have 
applications for about six 
more that will join our lodge 
in February. We welcomed 
Missy McArthur, Amanda 
Runciman and Troy Dutra to 
the lodge and hope to get to 
know them better in the com-
ing months.

On October 21st we will 
be hosting a Spaghetti Fund-
raiser for Wings of Angels for 
about the 16th year. We hope 
to feed about 500 people and 
help Wings raise money to 
help seriously ill children.

Then we will have a cou-
ple of weeks off before the 
council prepares the annual 
Thanksgiving Memorial Din-
ner honoring our deceased 
members with all income go-
ing to our scholarship fund.

We wish all of you a very 
Happy Thanksgiving with 
your family and friends.

Felice Ringraziamento,
Your friends from Shasta 

Lodge.

Our September Country 
Western Dinner Dance was fan-
tastic!  The dinner was our usual 
success. Thank you to Chefs  Joe 
and Mary Grace Grammatico, 
Brian Sinaguglia, Tony Giamber-
dino and Pat and Annette Porter  
for a delicious Steak and Chick-
en dinner.  This was a fundrais-
er for S.T.A.R. House, we had a 
wonderful raffle that made quite 
a bit of money for this fundrais-
er.

At our October meeting we 
had the pleasure of initiating 

two new members Peter and 
Vicki Pellerito, Welcome to our 
family.  

As this is being sent we are 
preparing for our Halloween 
Dinner Dance.  We also are pre-
paring for our November Italian 
Night, we have a special evening 
planned.  We have the Rat Pack 
performing and for dinner a de-
licious pasta bar.

Also, many of our mem-
bers are looking forward to the 
Christmas Party/Toys for Tots 
with the Marines that we have 
every year.

Centinela Valley Lodge #1991
Torrance, CA

by Annette Porter

Joe and Mary Grace Grammatico members helping out in the kitchen 
for this fundraiser.

Diana Picone and Italia Barbera members serving the delicious pasta.

Our S.T.A.R. House residence enjoying themselves at the country 
western dinner dance.

President Annette Porter presenting a check to Pam Broderick and 
Mary Grace Grammatico from a fundraiser we had back in August 
Pasta for Peopl

 Our new members that were initiated at our October meeting Peter 
and Vicki Pellerito, welcome to our family.



Valley of the 
Moon Lodge

#1959
Sonoma, CA

by Susan Antonini
Member at large

susanantoniniart@gmail.com

GOOD NEWS:
Vintage Festival Parade 
“Get your glow on!” (a night 
time event)
SECOND place was won 
by our Valley of the Moon 
Lodge.  
Thanks to the following:
Tami Cotter and Ashley Cot-
ter(with some great idea’s)
Tami as “Spaghetti Girl”.  
Phillip Schuyler as “Bot-
tle of Wine”.   Jo, Tony and 
Paul Grant.  Barry Kiser who 
drove the truck and donated 
truck and trailer.
Sebastiani Wine who donat-
ed the wine bottles and last 
but not least, Brocco’s for do-
nating bails of hay!
Sounds like community spirit 
at work!

FIRST PLACE in the Vintage 
Parade was the Presbyterian 
Church!
And I understand it was a to-
tally awesome !

OCTOBER
The October meeting and 
dinner was cancelled due to 
the Sonoma Developmen-
tal Center using the Veteran 
Building as an emergency 
shelter.

BAD NEWS:
Last month we were praying 
for those in other areas about 
floods, earthquakes and 
shootings.  THIS month we 
are praying for all effected by 
the horrendous fires that de-
stroyed so  many homes and 
some that lost lives.
Even if your home was not 
affected by the fire storm, 
we are all bruised by the 
enormity of the catastrophe.  
Our prayers and thoughts 
go out for healing and recov-
ery in rebuilding of lives and 
homes.

NOVEMBER DINNER 
Looking forward to our 
meeting in November, and 
gathering with our Sons of 
Italy family and friends.
Remember to call Karen for 
dinner reservations:  707-938-
1295

PRAYERS ALSO FOR
Ric Maffioli and Benny Pe-
dranzini 

VINTAGE PARADE
“Get your glow on”!
Sonoma Valley of the Moon 
2nd Place

Ciao!
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In these challenging 
times, it was more import-
ant than ever to celebrate 
Columbus Day in Orange 
County. We opened the cer-
emony with the parade of 
the Italian flags, followed by 

Renaissance Lodge & Foundation 
Columbus Day - October 8, 2017

Bowers Museum
Chair/Fred Fasenelli

the Santa Ana Police Honor 
Guards. Pledge of allegiance 
was given by Villa Park 
councilman Robert Pitts; 
American and Italian nation-
al anthem sang by Gaetano 
Accardo. Invocation given 

by Dr John Russo. Deputy 
Council General, Valenti-
na Gambelunghe spoke of 
Columbus. Fred Fascenel-
li introduced our honoree, 
Dr Struppa, President of 
Chapman University. Villa 

Park Councilwoman Diane 
Fasenelli and Orange Mayor 
Tita Smith, gave proclama-
tions to him. Dr Licata gave 
a brief history of Columbus. 
We ended with the wreath 
ceremony at the Columbus 

Monument, led by Frank 
DeSantis and then had hors 
d’oeuvres and champagne in 
the courtyard. It was a lovely 
event. 
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LODGE DIRECTORY
AMERICA

LODGE No. 1609
Anniv. Nov. 20, 1931

LA HABRA
PRES. LINDA ENNEMAN

641 S. Gilbert St.
Anaheim, CA 92804
Phone:(714) 309-6112

Email:  llee1975@aol.com 
Rec. Secty. Tina Forte
16008 Ocean Avenue

Whittier, CA 90604 
Phone: (562) 943-6670

Email:  victee@verizon.net 
Email: annaeaton@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:30 p.m.
120 E. La Habra Bl.
La Habra, CA 90631

ANAHEIM
LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES CHARLES AITA

212 S. Kraemer Blvd. #207 
Placentia, Ca 92870

Phone: (714) 993-9858
Cell: (714) 414-7994

Email: dontlookbk@sbcglobal.net

Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico
7424 E. Calle Durango

Anaheim Hills, CA 92808
Phone: (714) 637-6075

Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meets 4th Wed. 7:00 p.m.

Downtown Anaheim
Community Center

250 E. Center Street
Anaheim, CA 92805

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

Phone: (707) 644-5304
Rec. Secty. Melanie Rushing

216 Jepson Way
Vacaville, CA 95688

Phone: 707 449-1196/
592-9873

Meets 2nd Tues. 7 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 884-0196
Email: dspires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.
815 High Street

Klamath Falls, OR 97601

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. EDNA ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969

Email : esposnca@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Irene Hippe

1217 Rio Grande Ct.
Antioch, CA 94509

Phone: (925) 757-9168
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center
415 West Second St.
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES.  ANNETTE PORTER
19310 Ronald Ave.

Torrance, CA  90503
Phone: (310) 371-1041

Email:  ampdynomom@aol.com
Rec.  Lisa Hayes
1731 235th St.

Torrance, CA  90501
Phone:  (310) 381-9071

Email:  Lisa@tdhayes.com
Meets 2nd Tues. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES. LES VILLANYI
417 Redrock Way

Petaluma, CA 94954
Phone: (707) 778-9370

Email: vlaszlo5319@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Anna Biggio

125 Roque Moraes
Mill Valley, CA 94941
Phone:(415) 388-1998

Email: sonoioann@gmail.com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7 p.m.

Petaluma Community Center
(Lucchesi Park)

320 N. McDowell Blvd. 
Petaluma, CA 94954

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. JOHN NARDI
861 Edgewood Rd

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 363-0120

email: JANardi@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Louise Ghiorzi

272 Avalon Drive
So. San Francisco, CA 94080

nonnaluisa@att.net
 Phone: (650) 583-3286

Meets 4th, Tues. 7:30 p.m.
American Legion Hall 

1159 Bush St. 
San Carlos, CA

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO GALLEGOS
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 251-5992
Rec. Secty. Richard Gallegos Jr.

6577 E Kerckhoff Ave.
Fresno, Ca  93727

Phone: (559) 251-5992
Meets 3rd Wed. 6:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall
3509 North First St.
Fresno, CA 93721

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. LINDA DE PALMA

3145 Turk Blvd. #202
San Francisco, CA 94118
Phone: (415) 742-4160

Email:mammadepalma@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Josephine Longhitano

c/o Linda De Palma
3145 Turk Blvd. #202

San Francisco, CA 94118
Phone: (415) 742-4160
Meets 2nd Tues. 7 p.m.

Fugazi Hall, 678 Green St.
San Francisco, CA 94133

CRISTOFORO COLUMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty. Amy Hobbs,
3930 Peregrine Circle

Reno, NV 89508
Phone: (775) 750-9995

amyhobbs76@yahoo.com
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. CHUCK MASSETTI
424 Roanoke Dr.

Martinez, CA 94553
Phone: (925) 935-1228

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Ln.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Chilpancingo Vista Apartments

102 Chilpancingo Pkwy.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. GINA IACOVINO
18617 Talisman St.
Hesperia, CA 92345

Phone: (760) 964-4155
Email: Ginaiac@yahoo.com
Rec.: Minnie Lopez-Baffo
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (626) 422-0551

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd.
Apple Valley, CA 92308

(760) 961-1212

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOE LAPORTA
1536 Enclave Way

Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: 760-219-9171

Email: joeydoor@de.rr.com
Rec. Secty. Julia D’Elia

2060 Rochelle Ave.
Palm Springs, Ca 92262
Phone: 760-327-1763

Email: jades1453@aol.com
Meets 2nd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. NICK NOTARNICOLA
2074 W. Marinette
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: (559) 592-2240
Email: nickno@verizon.net

Rec. Secty. Maureen Bianco
1801 Manor Drive
Visalia, Ca 93291

Phone: (559) 732-0700
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 Goshen Ave.
Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES.DAVID OLIVIERI
5998 Christopher Drive

Eureka, CA 95503
Phone: (707) 444-3407
Email: djodlo@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Madeline Stagnoli
1925 G Street

Eureka, CA 95501
Phone: (707) 444-9550

Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

6th & I Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. SHAWN MIONE

3682 Kite St.
San Diego, Ca 92103

Phone:(619) 226-8530
Rec. Secty. Sid Tamburine

1925 Circle Park Lane.
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone: (760) 452-6108
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 P.M.

3682 Kite St. 
San Diego, CA 92103

GIUSEPPE MAZZINI
LODGE No. 2011

Anniv. Dec. 10, 1950
FREMONT

PRES. MARY MEIRING
2266 Gomes

Fremont, CA 94539
Phone: (510) 657-0837
Rec. Secty. Marlene Leal

381 Castro Ln.
Fremont, CA 94539

Phone:(510) 656-1054
Email: bmleal@aol.com

Meets 1st Fri. 6:30 p.m.
Newark Pavilion

6430 Thornton Ave.
Newark, CA 94560

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. JOHN MENICUCCI
2050 Ives Ave.

Reno, Nv 89503
Phone: (775) 747-6518

Email: s.menicucci@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Phyllis Basso

5500 High Rock Way
Sparks, NV 89431

Phone: (775) 358-4549
Meets 4th Tues. 6 p.m.

Immaculate Conception 
Church - Social Hall

2900 N. McCarran Blvd.
Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. ANN ASCHE
235 Silver Spur Ct.
Folsom, CA 95630

Phone: (916) 351-1951
Email: faasche1@att.net

Lodge Address:
PO Box 5339

El Dorado Hills, CA  95762 
Rec. Secty. Nadine Chianese

3822 Silkwood Pl.
El Dorado Hills, Ca 95762

Phone: (916) 939-1961
Email: nlchianese@comcast.net

Meets 3rd Tues. 8:30 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill Pkwy. 

Ste. 7
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. SUSAN SCIALLA
7744 Bacon

Whittier, CA 90602
Phone: (562) 698-2732

Email: SISCIALLA@verizon.net
Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison

11717 Grovedale Dr.
Whittier, CA 90604

Phone: (562) 693-3140
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 6 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES.CHARLES 
SANT’AGATA

1945 N. Glen Alva Lane
Clovis, CA. 93619

Phone: (559) 323-9523
e-mail: msjbhmam@comcast.net

Rec. Secty. Janis Hansen
2195 Stratford Way
Hanford, CA 93230

e-mail: cjsa@att.net
Phone: (559) 582-4731

Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 947-2518
Cell (909) 822-8740

Email: pffin@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci

236 Bond St.
Redlands, CA 92373

Phone: (909) 823-5161
Meets 3rd Sun. 11:10 a.m.

9420 Sierra Avenue
Fontana, CA 92335

(909) 357-8149

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. CLIFF MONZEGLIO
315 S. Coast Hwy. 101 Ste U-88

Encinitas, CA 92024
Phone: (619) 990-4109

Rec. Secty. Carolyn Petrella
375 Trailview Rd.

Encinitas, Ca 92024
Phone: (760) 213-6137
Meets 1st Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Encinitas Elks Lodge
1393 Windsor Road

Cardiff

LAKE COUNTY
LODGE No 2537

Anniv. Apr. 19, 1983
NICE

PRES. KAREN WILSON
375 E. HWY 20 #15

Upper Lake, CA  95485
Phone (707) 357-4488

Rec. Secty. Donna Nozzolillo
P. O. Box 327

Nice, CA 95464
Phone: (707) 274-2244

Meets 3rd Ties. 6 p.m.
2817 E. Hwy. 20
Nice, CA 95464

LAS VEGAS
LODGE No. 2158

Anniv. Jan. 10, 1965
LAS VEGAS

PRES. ANTHONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone: (702) 896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Rec. Secty. Rita Ware

209 Pancho Via Dr.
Henderson, NV 89012

Phone: (702) 361-5831
Meets 2nd Wed. 10:00 a.m.

Italian American Club
2333 E. Sahara Ave

Las Vegas, NV 89104

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. DONNA FERREIRA
2028 Hickory Ct.

Modesto, CA 95356
Phone: (209) 575-0503

Email: donnaferreira@att.net
Rec. Secty. Maria Simile-Shaw

22801 E. Stone Rd.
Escalon, CA 95320

Phone: (209) 838-2099
Meets 3rd Fri. 6:30 p.m.

St. Paul Episcopal Church
1528 Oakdale Rd

Modesto, CA

MONTEREY
LODGE No. 2003

Anniv. Feb. 5, 1950
MONTEREY

PRES. LAURA RAVERA
135 Soledad Dr.

Monterey, CA 93940
Phone: (831) 646-9006

Rec. Secty. Sherry Garcia
499 Madison St..

Monterey CA, 93940
Phone: (831) 869-8943

Meets 3rd Tues. 6:00 P.M.
St. Angela’s Hall

146 8th St. 
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
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LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. DAVID CERBONI

35315 Dry Creek
Yucaipa CA 92399

Phone: (949) 228-5807
Email: oneitaliansonDMC@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Lou Seibel
9063 La Grande St.

Alta Loma, Ca 91701
Phone: (909) 987-5828 
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Antonino’s Ristorante
8045 Vineyard Avenue

Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730

WILLIAM PACA
LODGE No. 1960

Anniv. May 25, 1947
MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRES. ROSALIA MARGARIT
3062 El Sobrante

Santa Clara, CA 95051
Phone: (408) 243-8680

Rec. Secty. Helen Zanella
2805 Ruth Court

Santa Clara, CA 95051
Phone: (408) 296-7364

Meets 2nd  Wed. 7:30 p.m.
SFV Hall

361 Villa Street
Mountain View, CA 94040

WILLIAM CANNIZZARO
HOLLYWOOD LODGE No.2809

Anniv. April 3, 2004
PRES. LINDA DESIANTE

5728 Irvine Avenue
No. Hollywood, CA 91601

Phone: (818) 378-4203
Email: ldesiante@gmail.com 

Rec. Secty. Gina Russo
4326 W. 165th St.

Lawndale, CA 90260
Phone: N/A

Meets 2nd Tues. 6:30 p.m.
Christ the King Church

Melrose and Vine
Hollywood, CA

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. MARGARET OLIVIERI
2007 Devonshire Dr.

Napa, CA 94558
Phone: (707) 255-4602

Email: napavalleyartist@hotmail.com
Rec. Secty. Dianne Bartke

306 Roberts Way
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 815-4473
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.

Senior Activity Center
1500 Jefferson Street

Napa, CA 94559

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES. RICHARD BARKER
3340 Peppertree Dr.
Fairfield, CA 94533

Phone: (707) 428-6093
Email:atoothmkr@comcast.net.

Rec. Secty. Sue Petty
173 Lemon Tree Circle

Vacaville, CA 95687
email: packrabit@sbcglobal.net
Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.

Fairfield Senior Center
1200 Civic Center Drive

Fairfield, CA 94533

PARADISO
LODGE No. 2743

Anniv. July 10, 1999
PARADISE

PRES. GREG 
DECRISTOFARO

14707 Briarwood Dr.
Magalia, CA 95954

Phone: (530) 873-4132
Email: gregdec@att.net
Rec. Secty. Steve Neeley
1173 Waltons Valley Rd.

Paradise, CA 95969
Phone: (530) 872-9325

Email: neeleymas@sbcglobal.net
Meets 3rd Tues. 6 p.m.

Paradise Ridge Senior Center
877 Nunneley Rd.

Paradise, CA 95969

PITTSBURG
LODGE No. 1976
Anniv. Apr. 7, 1948

PITTSBURG
PRES. MIKE GIAMBONA

4316 Foothill Way
Pittsburg, CA 94565

Phone: (925) 698-1950
Email: deb6977@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Lisa Navarro

4512 Quarter Horse Court
Antioch, CA 94531

Phone: (925) 754-4506
Email: lrbelleci@yahoo.com
Meets 4rth Wed. 5:00 p.m.
The Impulse Gallery at

329 Railroad Ave. 
Pittsburg, CA 94565

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 or
(310) 292-8802

email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91096

Phone: Home (626) 254-0449
(Cell) (626) 222-7768
Fax (626) 445-1613

email: rgeorev@aol.com
Meets 1st Thurs. 7 p.m.

Casa Italiana
1039 N. Broadway

Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES. DAVID PRISCO
1801 E. Collins Ave#12

Orange, CA 92867
Phone: (714) 292-1038

Email: daveprisco@hotmail.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker
Costa Mesa, CA

Phone: (714) 979-2996
Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net.

Meets 3rd Wed. 7 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church

146 N. Grand Street
Orange, CA 92866

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

P.O. Box 335
Clovis, CA 93613

Phone: (559) 299-1941
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. NICK CANATA
16788 Ave. 48

Earlimart, CA 93219
Phone: (661) 849-3555

Rec. Tina Sparlin
10024 Ave 196

Tulare, CA 93274
Phone: (559) 685-8857
Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.

World Ag Center Social Hall
4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: liviomarlene@yahoo.com   
Rec. Secty. Armando Diando

4100 Secret Ravine Way
Rocklin, CA 95677

Phone: (916) 415-0482
Email: redand34@sbcglobal.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:30 p.m.
Lions Club Lodge
107 Sutter Street

Roseville, CA 95678

RYAN BONAMINIO
LODGE No. 2879

Anniv. May. 4, 2013
RIVERSIDE

PRES. MARSHA BOLLS 
757 N. Arrowhead Avenue

Rialto, CA 92376
Phone: (951) 531-3957

pursenaliteashoppe@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Tammy Rosales

4386 Canterbury Road
Riverside, CA 92504
airitea@yahoo.com

Meets on 2nd Sat. 6 p.m. 
Cardelli’s Italian Market & Deli

7786 Limonite Ave.
Riverside, CA 92509.

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES.  LOUIE LODI
1860 Urbana Way

Sacramento, CA 95833
Phone: (916) 996-5634

Rec. Secty. Rachel Inderbitzen
1410 27th Ave.

Sacramento, CA 95822
Phone: (916) 455-3383

Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. ANTHONY MERCADANTE
26553 Lucinda

Mission Viejo, CA 92691
Phone: (949) 716-90255

Email: aggiesmail@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Arlene Rosas

31491 Sundance
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

Phone: (949) 443-3861
Email: arosas1941@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Mon. 8:30 p.m.
El Toro Branch Library
24672 Raymond Way

Lake Forest, CA 92630

SALINAS
LODGE No. 2082

Anniv. Mar. 8, 1959
SALINAS

PRES. STEPHEN MALVINI
204 Massolo Ct.

Salinas, CA 93907
Phone: (831) 758-5667
Rec. Secty. Lillian Filice

29 Alameda Place
Salinas, CA 93901

Phone: (831) 758-0449
Mets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.

Madonna Del Sasso Parish
320 E. Laurel Dr.

Salinas, CA 93906

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. HARRY PELLETTI

1830 Olivet Rd.
Santa Rosa, CA 95401

Phone: 707-540-2529
Cell: 707-321-2646

Rec. Secty. Doreen O’Rourke
1636 Moraga Drive

Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Phone: (707) 525-0295

Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.
 Brookwood Mobile

Home Park
6240 Montecito Blvd. 

Santa Rosa, CA

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. JIM NOBILI
2391 Cumberland Dr.
Redding CA 96001

Phone: (530) 243-4127
email: rjnobili@sbcglobal.net

Rec. Secty. Sharon Roberts
1767 Capistrano Walk
Redding, CA 96003

Phone: (530) 221-0720
email: jimandsharon@charter.net

Meets 3rd Mon. 7 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall

4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: dlawrence@cityofnapa.org

Rec. Secty. Marie Rossi
700 Central Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: N/A
Email: marie@rossirealtyco.com

Meets 1st Wed. 7 p.m.
Native Sons Hall

1313 Spring Street
St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES. DONNA MOSCHETTI
134 Court St.

Ukiah, CA 95482
Phone: (707) 391-6867

Rec. Secty. Angela Thornton
P. O. Box 517

Talmage, CA 95482
Phone: (707) 462-7411

Email: lazykt1@gmail.com
Meets 4th Wed. 8 p.m.

8650 East Road
Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone: (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727@comcast.net

Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll
P.O. Box 198

Sonoma, CA 95476
Phone: (707) 938-1295

Email: karenecat@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Dr.

Chico, CA 95973
Phone: (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo

16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, Ca 95973

Phone: (530) 893-2231
Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:25 p.m.

St. John’s Catholic Church Hall
5th & Chestnut

Chico, CA 95927

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. GLEN RUSHING

216 Jepson Way
Vacaville, CA 95688
Phone: (707) 454-9701
Email: amzjrushing@

sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 554-2622
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 7:00  p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. DAVID DELFINO
PO BOX 1438

Watsonville, CA 95077
Phone: (831) 535-2808

Email: daviddelfino@charter.net
Rec. Secty. Deborah Logan

161 Pebble Place
Marina, CA 93933

Phone: (925) 383-4909
Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. RICHARD NEGRO

17417 17417 Jackrabbit Rd.
Weed, CA 96094

E-mail: italianmomo@outlook.com
Phone: (530) 938-3079

Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti
P. O. Box 130

Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: (530) 938-2881

Email: sole@cot.net
Meets 1st Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Sons of Italy Memorial Hall
155 Clay Street

Weed. CA 96094

WEST COVINA
LODGE No. 2056

Anniv. May 14, 1956
WEST COVINA

PRES. RICHARD SALVATORE 
 354 E Tudor St., 

Covina, CA 91722 
Phone: (626) 339-8001

Email: sal4tore@earthlink.net
Rec. Secty.  Margaret Salvatore

 354 E Tudor St., 
Covina, CA 91722 

Phone: (626) 339-8001
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.

K. of C., 4315 N. Vincent Ave
Covina, CA 97122


